
Most Reverend Louis Tylka
Dioceseof Peoria
Office of the Bishop

GO MAKE DISCIPLES

April 25, 2022

Dear Parishioners of St. Mary, St. Pius X, and Sacred Heart,

Blessings to you during this Easter Season!

| write to share some exciting news for your parishes. Beginning this summer, the Conventual
Franciscan Priests will assume pastoral care of the three parishes in Rock Island. | am most grateful for
the pastoral leadership that Msgr. Mark Merdian, Fr. Luke Spannagel, and Fr. Nicholas Wilson have
provided to these communities. Msgr. Merdian and Fr. Wilson will be assuming another pastoral
assignment in the Diocese of Peoria and Fr. Spannagel will be accepting a special assignment as a
preacher for the Eucharistic Revival program of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. |take this opportunity to acknowledge and publicly thank these three fine priests.

Since the inception of the Diocese of Peoria, the Franciscan communities have participated in the
building up of the Church. Their charism calls for the Franciscan friars to live in community as they do
pastoral ministry. The Conventual Franciscans who will be coming to Rock Island have accepted this
invitation precisely because it affords them the opportunity to truly live out their Franciscan charism. |
am grateful for their generosity and their witness to the Gospel. Their presence is also a tremendous
help to the Diocese as we confront the challengesof staffing parishes with fewer diocesan priests.

The parishes of St. Mary, St. Pius X, and Sacred Heart will remain in their current canonical
configuration as separate parishes. | am most confident that the presence of the Conventual
Franciscans will enrich the life of faith among the people of Rock Island. | am also grateful for the
continued presence of the Franciscans serving our local Church.

Be assured of my prayers for you in this time of transition of pastoral care. Join me in praying for the
priests involved in the change of assignments.

Peace,
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Sacred Heart Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: April 30/May 1
Offertory Envelopes   $3,759.00
Loose Money       $411.00
Online Giving   $680.00
Property Improvement Fund $2,373.50
Envelopes Used  82

Our 1st Porch Party of the season & Farewell 
to Fr. Luke: Saturday, June 11, at 6 p.m. immediately 
following the Vigil Mass. This Porch Party is being spon-
sored by Sodality. The main course and desserts will be 
provided. Parishioners and friends are invited to bring 
dishes to share. We hope you can join us for our first Porch 
Party of the season as we say farewell to Fr. Luke. **There 
will also be a reception Sunday, June 12 at St. Marys - all 
are welcome!

Spring Grounds Work: Soon we’ll be starting work on 
our grounds including flower beds, mulching, and more!  
Want to be added to our crew? Contact Chris Mandle at 
(309) 738-5967. You can also adopt portions of the plant-
ing including:

• Front Porch Planting Beds: Adopted by Pam Young
• East Side Planting Bed • West Side Planting Bed
• New North Planters  • South Sign Planting Bed
• Sign/Driveway Planting Bed • Front Statue Planting Bed
• Front Tree Planting Bed

Project Sunflower Update: $359 was raised for 
humanitarian relief for Ukraine. The money will be sent 
to the highly-rated Catholic Relief Services. Thank you to 
everyone who purchased cards and jewelry! This project will 
continue, please call Carrie Roe at 788-7153 or stop by 
Roe Aquarium at 4422 11th St., Rock Island. 

We are “this close” to meeting our full 125th 
Anniversary goal but we need your help to get there.
Remaining projects include the need for a new roof and 
finishing off the last remaining phase of restoring and 
protecting our stained glass windows. 

• If you haven’t contributed to our efforts yet, please do 
so today. Pledge cards are in the vestibules. You can also 
speak to Chris Mandle, Tim Smith, or Fr. Luke about giving.
• Adopt one of our remaining historic stained glass win-
dows for sponsorship. You can sponsor a window in honor 
of a loved one or in your family name. Contact Chris 
Mandle with details on remaining windows!

Rock Island’s Historic Catholic Parishes

May 10 12:10 p.m. Mass - Therese Lootens ST. MARY’S

May 11 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
  12:10 p.m. Mass - Jean Kraft ST. MARY’S

May 12 12:10 p.m. Mass - Karl Steinbaugh SACRED HEART

May 13 12:10 p.m. Mass - Special Intention SACRED HEART

May 14 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - Alfons and Anna Van   
   Mieghem ST. MARY’S

  5:15 p.m. Mass - Anna Men Do SACRED HEART

May 15 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART

   9:00 a.m. Mass - Doug Donovan SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred
   Heart & St. Mary’s Parishes ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!

pastor’s corner 
with fr. luke

St. Mary’s Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: April 30/May 1
Offertory Envelopes   $4,938.00
Loose Money       $539.50
Online Giving   $1,281.00
Building Improvement Fund $2,219.00
Envelopes Used  79

Reception in honor of Fr. Luke: Please join us 
on Sunday, June 12, in Schroeder Hall after 10:30 a.m. 
Mass for a farewell reception for Fr. Luke. Sign-up sheets 
will be available in the glass house for light appetizers to 
bring. More details will be coming soon. **There will also 
be a reception Saturday, June 11 at Sacred Heart - all are 
welcome!

Thank you to the people who donated salads, bought 
tickets and worked to make A&R salad luncheon a huge 
success we couldn’t have done it without you. Watch the 
bulletin for future events in the planning.

Lectors for May are Nancy Hanna at 4 p.m. Mass and 
Sydney Hummel at 10:30 a.m. Mass. 

For all weekends in May the rosary will be recited 
30 minutes before Mass in honor of our Blessed Mother.

Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future
update: Our total pledges are nearly at $595,361, with 
payments received to date of more than $154,000! Thank 
you to all for your generosity and support! Pledge pay-
ments can be made by using the Capital Improvements 
envelope and putting it in the collection, or you can set up 
online giving. (Please call Christine at 309-788-3322 for 
help with that.) If you haven’t yet made a pledge, there are 
pledge cards on the table in the vestibule or you can call 
Christine. 

     May the Lord’s peace be with all of you!  As I shared last weekend, I’ve been selected to be part of the 
National Eucharistic Preachers team that is a work of the U.S. Bishop’s Eucharitic Revival.  This is really 
exciting and a great honor...although it means I will be leaving Rock Island in June.  I have truly loved 
being your pastor here!  I look forward to sharing reflections of these past 3 years over the next several 
weeks.  For this week...we are including an insert the letter from Bishop Lou announcing the changes for 
our Rock Island parishes, including St. Pius.  Please pray for me and know of my prayers for you all 
during this transition time.
        In Christ,
        Fr. Luke



Fr. Luke Spannagel
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

May 8
Fourth Sunday of Easter

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Luke Spannagel, Pastor
Residence: St. Mary’s   Office: Sacred Heart 

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at 
least 8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. 
Requires completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation 
Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Sunday: 8 a.m. - 
8:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 

(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Luke.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at Sacred Heart Parish. We appreciate your support 
of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available


