
Pastor’s Corner
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

     This is the first time I have addressed 
my words to you via our bulletin. So, in the 
beginning, I would like to explain what has 
happened, why I am here, and who I am. 
     The Diocese of Peoria invited the 

Franciscan Friars from the Krakow Province in Poland to 
take care of all the parishes in Rock Island. The Franciscan 
Province decided to accept this invitation and send here 
two friars at the beginning, Fr. Peter Sarnicki, who became 
the pastor at St. Pius X, and me as the pastor of St. Mary 
and Sacred Heart. We are Franciscans, so we need to live 
as a community. That’s why we reside at St. Pius X rectory, 
because it became our friary. That’s the characteristic of our 
Franciscan life: that we live as a community. A community 
means at least three friars, so we hope another friar will join 
us working as an associate priest at St. Pius X the following 
year. 
     Now something about myself. I was born December 19, 
1972, in Glucholazy, Poland. I graduated from high school 
in my small hometown. In 1992, I began my theological 
studies in the seminary in Nitra, Slovakia. I decided to go to 
a foreign country because I thought that in Poland, we had 
enough priests at that time, and there were other countries 
with needs. Some of my friends – priests – had already been 
working in Slovakia, so I decided to go there too. 
     I returned to Poland three years later and entered the 
Franciscan Order in Krakow. I realized that the life of a dioc-
esan priest wasn’t for me. I needed a community. It took me 
two years to make my decision. But Saint Francis of Assisi 
seemed to be the only saint I could understand. I loved his 
sense of freedom and awareness of God’s presence every-
where. 
     After one year of novitiate, I continued my theological 
studies at the Franciscan Seminary in Krakow. After that, 
my superiors sent me to Slovakia to a small community 
in Brehov with a basically Hungarian population, where I 
served as a Franciscan brother. I already knew the Slovakian 
language, so they asked me to go there. The funny thing 
was that I needed to start learning Hungarian a little in this 
Slovakian village with most of the Hungarian population. My 
next assignment was in Spissky Stvrtok, northern Slovakia, 
where I was ordained a deacon. I could finally be ordained 
a priest in Krakow a year later, on June 2, 2001. Then I 
began my priestly ministry in a Franciscan parish in Bratisla-
va, Slovakia. After two years, I became this parish’s pastor 
and the Franciscan community’s guardian, which means a 
superior of the community. In 2008, my new assignment was 
again in Spissky Stvrtok, where I served until June of 2015 
as the pastor and guardian of the Franciscan community.

Sacred Heart Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: July 30/31
Offertory Envelopes   $1,506.00
Loose Money       $325.00
Online Giving   $585.00
Property Improvement Fund $1,009.50
Envelopes Used  65

Our condolences to the family and friends of Lisa Berry, 
of our parish, whose funeral is at Sacred Heart this week-
end. May her souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Spend some time with our parish family at our  
upcoming Porch Parties this summer and fall!
• Saturday, August 20 **Come meet Fr. Witold!
• Saturday, September 17
• Saturday, October TBD - Sacred Heart Chili Cook-Off!

ADA update: Please note that the current ADA appeal 
ends in August, and Sacred Heart is still about $13,000 
short of our goal. Please finalize any pledges and payments. 
The shortfall will need to be paid from our general funds. 

Parish Picnic: We are currently working on dates and ar-
rangements for this year’s annual parish picnic. Stay tuned!

Our last significant project tied to our 125th an-
niversary is the completion of the restoration and projection 
of our historic stained glass windows on our north side. With 
rising costs in materials, including glass, it’s critical that 
we commit to a contract soon. To do this we need about 
$40,000 in sponsorship. As a reminder, full payments are 
not due until the end of 2023. Contact Chris Mandle at 
(309) 738-5967 to learn more. Open windows for sponsor-
ship include:
• West Tower Base Window (West): $3,500
• West Tower Base Window (Atlar Servers Room): $3,500
• West Tower Thin Window 1 (North): $2,500
• West Tower Thin Window 2 (North): $2,500
• East Tower Base Window (Reconciliation Room): $3,500
• East Tower Thin Window (North): $2,500
• Harp Window (Choir Loft): $3,500
• Sheet Music Window (Choir Loft): $3,500
• Alpha Window (Choir Loft): $3,000
• Omega Window (Choir Loft): $3,000
• Saint Cecilia/Rose Window (Choir Loft): $15,000

Legacy gifts to Sacred Heart: Legacy gifts to the 
parish help to ensure the future of our beloved Sacred 
Heart. When planning your estate, please consider including 
Sacred Heart in your will. Estate gifts, trusts, stocks, proper-
ties, and more are all ways to make a future investment in 
Sacred Heart.

Rock Island’s Historic Catholic Parishes

St. Mary’s Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: July 30/31
Offertory Envelopes   $1,942.00
Loose Money       $380.78
Online Giving   $525.00
Building Improvement Fund $25.00
Envelopes Used  60

Donut Sunday to welcome Fr. Witold! Our next 
Donut Sunday is TODAY, August 7 following 10:30 a.m. 
Mass. All are welcome to attend for donuts, cake, beverag-
es, and the opportunity to meet our new pastor, Fr. Witold 
Adamczyk! An ice cream social will be held later in August 
to welcome Fr. Witold also. Watch for more details coming 
soon!

ADA update: Please note that the current ADA appeal 
ends in August, and St. Mary’s is still about $15,000 short 
of our goal. Please finalize any pledges and payments. The 
shortfall will need to be paid from our general funds. 

This weekend’s altar flowers: The flowers for 
this weekend are sponsored by Nancy Harlow and Fam-
ily. Thank you! If you would like to provide flowers for a 
weekend, a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. If it’s for 
a special occasion, please indicate that on the sheet also.

Gift bearers sign-up: If your family would like to take 
up the gifts at either weekend Mass, please sign up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board.

Do you need to send mail to St. Mary’s? If you 
need to mail something to the parish, please send it to the 
office address instead of the church address. The office ad-
dress is 2810 5th Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201.

Lectors for August: Colleen Goebel is the lector for 4 
p.m. Mass for August, and Eric Young is lector for 10:30 
a.m. Mass. 

Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future
update: Our total pledges are at $600,061, with pay-
ments received to date of nearly $184,614. Thank you to 
all for your generosity and support! Pledge payments can 
be made by using the Capital Improvements envelope and 
putting it in the collection, or you can set up online giving. 
(Please call Christine at 309-788-3322 for help with that.) 
If you haven’t yet made a pledge, there are pledge cards 
on the table in the vestibule or you can call Christine. 

Men’s Fellowship Society meeting: All men of the 
parish are invited to the next meeting on Tuesday, August 9, 
at 6:30 p.m. in Schroeder Hall. 

     In 2015 my assignment in Slovakia ended because 
Slovakian Friars seemed to become independent and didn’t 
need help anymore. My superiors asked me to go somewhere 
outside Poland. I didn’t know any foreign languages (except 
Slovakian and Czech) that could be useful in those coun-
tries they wanted me to go to. French or Italian or German 
or English, those were my language options. I chose English 
and, on September 1, 2015, ended up in the United States. 
I worked as an associate priest for five years at St. Margaret 
Mary Parish in Algonquin, IL. In 2020 I became the Parochial 
Administrator of this parish. And, as you already know, my 
assignment is to be the pastor at Sacred Heart and St. Mary 
in Rock Island. That’s my story. 
     I am your pastor now, meaning I am to be your shepherd. 
The word pastor is derived from the Latin version of the word 
shepherd. A shepherd is supposed to lead the flock. Which 
means he has to walk first. It is not an easy task, so I need 
your prayers, please. Second, the shepherd is responsible 
for the sheep; his goal is to lead all sheep to the destina-
tion. That means my task is sometimes to correct you on your 
course. That is why shepherds have their staffs. They need to 
ensure that all sheep will stay within the flock. 
     So, please, we need to pray for each other and help each 
other.
     Peace and Goodness,
   Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv.

The CCD program that serves the Rock Island 
parishes is looking for some volunteers to be teacher’s 
assistants and substitutes this year. If you are interested in 
helping out with this important ministry, please reach out to 
Shaunnessy Shaw, at the St Pius X rectory, 309-793-7373.
ext 212. Also, look for student registration forms in the 
vestibules!

Aug 9  12:10 p.m. Mass - Fred Orth ST. MARY’S

Aug 10 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
  12:10 p.m. Mass - Janet Guide ST. MARY’S

Aug 11 12:10 p.m. Mass - Holy Souls in Purgatory 
   SACRED HEART

Aug 12 12:10 p.m. Mass - Ed Jawoisz SACRED HEART

Aug 13 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - Gomer Royal ST. MARY’S

  5:15 p.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred
      Heart & St. Mary’s Parishes SACRED HEART

Aug 14 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART

   9:00 a.m. Mass - Joseph Francois SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - Therese Lootens ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!



Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

August 7
nineteenth sunday of ordinary time

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at 
least 8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. 
Requires completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation 
Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Sunday: 8 a.m. - 
8:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 

(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Luke.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at Sacred Heart Parish. We appreciate your support 
of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available

Welcome
       Fr. Witold!



Keep these parishioners, family members, 
and friends in your prayers: 
Joe Cervantes  Mike Clark John Versluis
Stephanie Smith Al Massie Jean Paggen 
Rosa Steinbaugh Nancy Harlow Judy Clark
Brian Gutierrez  Rebecca Becker

If you would like to have prayers offered for parishioners, 
family or friends, please contact Christine in the office at 
at (309) 794-0660 or (309) 788-3322 or ricatholicof-
fice@gmail.com. We will publish these names from time 
to time as space allows. It’ll also be important to alert 
Christine in the office if someone’s name should later be 
removed from the list. Thank you in advance to all who 
will be praying for those in need!

Are you celebrating a 25th or 50th wedding 
anniversary during 2022?  Bishop Lou Tylka will 
celebrate a Mass at the Cathedral of St. Mary in Peoria 
on Sept. 25 for couples with a 25th or 50th wedding 
anniversary this year. Please contact Christine in the office 
at ricatholicoffice@gmail.com, 309-794-0660 or 309-
788-3322 to RSVP -- you will then receive an invitation 
from Bishop Lou in the mail. 

Sign your children up for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd! Now is the time for parents of both 
parishes to sign up your 3- to 6-year-old children for 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, which will begin in 
mid-September. The program will be offered on Monday 
evenings and Thursday mornings upstairs at Schroeder 
Hall. Cost is $50 per child or $75 per family, with schol-
arships readily available. Class size is limited, so please 
register soon. To register, contact Christine in the office 
at 309-788-3322 or 309-794-0660 or email ricatholi-
coffice@gmail.com. If you have any questions or would 
like to help, please call or text Maggie Schoonmaker at 
309-738-1104 or email stjo3@icloud.com.
What is Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) all 
about? CGS provides an environment for our 3- to 
6- year-olds to encounter the beauty of God in a learn-
ing space (referred to as an atrium) prepared just for 
them. Each session includes hands-on lessons on the 
Mass, scripture and sacraments of the Catholic church. 
Children will be provided with a space to discover God 
through hands-on work, prayer and song. Each lesson is 
connected to a specific moment in scripture or Mass and 
is meant to bring them closer to the Good Shepherd. It is 
open to all families of St. Mary’s and Sacred Heart. 

Help build the Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd Atriums: Thank you to everyone who adopted 
items from our wish list boards at each parish to help 
build a prayer and learning space for our young parish-
ioners who will be attending Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd! Depending on the size of items, they can be 
returned in the collection basket (please label envelope 
CGS), to the vestibule of either church, or to the parish 
office at Sacred Heart. If you didn’t have a chance to 
select an item, please do so from the displays! Items are 
due back by Sunday, August 7. Questions or need more 
information? Please contact Maggie Schoonmaker at 
309-738-1104.

St. John’s Rapids City, IL. - Parish Rummage 
sale will occur on Friday, August 12, 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm, & Saturday 13, 8:00 am to 1:00 pm, during Port 
Byron’s Tug Festival weekend.

The St. Joseph Evening Meal has returned to 
serving seated meals! We ask everyone to keep us in your 
prayers as we make this transition. Additionally, we have 
3-4 openings for cooks each month during the summer. 
Meals are served at the Rock Island Township Hall, and 
cooks are asked to prepare 35-40 meals. A supervisor 
is always on duty, and a member of the Evening Meal 
Committee is also present to assist. If you, an organi-
zation to which you belong, or just a group of friends is 
interested in cooking one evening, please contact Rita 
Kirk at 309-786-3799.

Alleman: Custodian Needed! Alleman Catholic 
High School is hiring for a full-time custodian position. 
Benefits, including medical, dental, vision, retirement, 
and tuition, are available to full-time employees. Please 
email your resume to mlootens@allemanhighschool.org 
or stop in at Alleman to fill out an application.

Authentic Italian Dinner Sponsored by 
Knights of Columbus and Italian-American 
Society: August 13 at St. Pius X Farrell Hall. Seat-
ing from 4-7 pm. Carry out orders available. Costs: 
Adults/$20, Children 10 and Under/$5.  Tickets can 
be purchased at the door. Dinner includes music, fun, 
Italians in the kitchen, Mostaccioli & Meatballs, Garlic 
Bread, Salad, Dessert.  Beverages: Wine, coffee, iced 
tea, milk, and water. 

additional parish news 
and more!

“Ignorance of Scripture is 
ignorance of Christ.”

— Saint Jerome

“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do 
what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing 

the impossible.” 

— Saint Francis of Assisi



thank you to all of our amazing sponsors!

Kevin Schoonmaker – Vice President
5301 - 44th Ave Dr., Moline, IL • 309.764.8811
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Job Openings at Our Lady of Grace  
Accounts Manager: Our Lady of Grace is taking applica-
tions for an account manager.  The position is for 7-10 
hours a week.  Candidates should have an accounting 
background.  Please contact the principal, Tori McCollum at 
vmccollum@olgca.org or by calling 309-755-9771. 
Extended Care: Our Lady of Grace is in need of staff for 
its Extended Care program. General hours would be from 
3:00-5:30 pm Monday through Friday when school is in 
session. Please contact the school office at 309-755 9771 
for more details.  Cook Needed: Our Lady of Grace is look-
ing for a cook for our hot lunch staff. This person should 
have experience with commercial cooking and be able to 
follow both oral and written directions. Applicant must also 
have a food service sanitation license or be able to obtain 
one. Hourly position of 4-5 hours per day, when school is 
in session.  Pay will be based on experience.  Please con-
tact the school office, 309-755-9771 .  The position would 
begin mid-August.

SUPPORT ALLEMAN WRESTLING & JUNIOR 
POINEER WRESTLING CLUB 
To register to golf, make a raffle prize donation or sponsor 
a hole, please contact Norman (C.J.) Jacks
njacks@allemanhighschool.org – 309.428.7076


