
Pastor’s Corner
The Queenship of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary
     This oncoming week we will celebrate 
the Memorial of the Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  
     There is a funny story from one of the 
Polish sitcoms. This sitcom is about a Cath-

olic priest and his twin brother. The priest is the pastor of a 
parish in a tiny village somewhere in Poland, and his twin 
brother, an atheist, is the mayor of that village, which cre-
ates many funny situations. However, there was an associate 
priest at that parish, and he decided to fight all prejudices of 
simple country people. So, he decided to do a survey, asking 
people what nationality Jesus Christ was. Most of them said, 
“It’s simple, because Jesus indeed was Polish.” When asked 
why they think so, they answered: “It’s logical. Everybody 
knows Our Lady of Czestochowa (That’s the greatest Marian 
Sanctuary in Poland.) So, if the Blessed Virgin is from Cze-
stochowa and Czestochowa is in Poland then Jesus is Mary’s 
Son, so obviously, He is Polish too.” That’s simple logic. Of 
course, that created many funny situations in this episode.
     Why am I mentioning it here? Because, even though 
the way of thinking of people from that sitcom was just too 
simplified, it has some use for us to understand the Queen-
ship of Mary.
     We all know that the Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother 
of Jesus Christ. The Archangel Gabriel announced that 
at the Annunciation. Saint Elizabeth greeted Mary as the 
Mother of her Lord at the Visitation. And we all know that 
it happened. Mary became Jesus’ Mom. Jesus proclaimed 
Himself as the King, and that’s why He was crucified. Pontius 
Pilate unknowingly announced Jesus’ Kingship when he put 
the sign above Jesus’ head on the cross that said: “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews.” And we all know that Jesus is 
the King of the world, of the universe, of everything that has 
been created and exists. Jesus is our King. So, logically, if 
Jesus is our King, His mom, the Blessed Virgin Mary, has to 
be a Queen. 
     And she is. Mary is the Queen of Heaven. She is our 
sister because she is one of us, but at the same time, she 
was elevated to the position of Queen. First, she became 
the mother of Jesus as a man, and second, because she was 
the first disciple of Jesus and the only one taken to Heaven 
without any blemish, elevated to the glory of heaven with her 
body and soul. She is the only one who didn’t have to wait 
for the last day to enjoy the benefits of being Christian. So, 
she is the best of us. She has to be Queen. And she is. 
     Many other Christians accuse us, Catholics, of making a 
goddess of Mary, and say that is idolatry. But, we don’t make 
her a goddess. She is still one of us, human, but she has 
already achieved what was promised to all of us. She is the 
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Join for our Porch Party TONIGHT (Saturday), 
following our 5:15 p.m. Vigil Mass. Come and meet Fr. Wi-
told and share in some food and fellowship with your Sacred 
Heart parish family and friends!

New roof update: There’s been a slight delay due to 
supply chain shortages but work will begin soon. By next 
month you should see this project in full swing!

As part of the installation rites taken by Fr. Witold 
last weekend as our new pastor, we heard these beautiful 
words of what a parish is to be...
“It is the dwelling place of God on earth, a temple built of 
living stones, founded on the Apostles with Jesus Christ as its 
corner stone.
• It is HERE that, through the waters of baptism, God’s 
people die to sin and live again through grace as adopted 
children of God.
• HERE they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and gather 
around the altar to celebrate the memorial of the Paschal 
Lamb being fed and nourished by Christ’s Body and Blood.
• HERE they celebrate the sacraments of healing and recon-
ciliation so that they might experience the peace which only 
Christ can give them.
• It is HERE that men and women are united in marriage to 
be a sign of the love Christ has for His Church.
• It is HERE that those who have died are brought by their 
loved ones to be commended to the loving mercy of God.”

Whether you’re a regularly attending member of our parish 
family, a frequent guest, or, are looking for a new home... 
we invite you to be HERE with us at Sacred Heart.

Pro-Life Mass at Sacred Heart at our 5:15 p.m. 
Vigil Mass on Saturday, September 10.

Parish Picnic: We are currently working on dates and ar-
rangements for this year’s annual parish picnic. Stay tuned!

ADA update: Please note that the current ADA appeal 
ends in August, and Sacred Heart is still about $13,000 
short of our goal. Please finalize any pledges and payments. 
The shortfall will need to be paid from our general funds. 
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first one, and Jesus made her the Queen and elevated her 
even above all the spiritual beings in the heavenly realm. So, 
was it idolatry? You can argue with Jesus, but I don’t think it 
would be wise. 
     We can look at Mary, and that should give us hope 
because everything that happened in her life is supposed to 
happen in ours. She is our role model, the best example for 
us, and she, in her motherly caring love, can understand our 
struggles and be a great help to us. 

   Peace and Goodness,
   Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv.

The CCD program that serves the Rock Island 
parishes is looking for some volunteers to be teacher’s 
assistants and substitutes this year. If you are interested in 
helping out with this important ministry, please reach out to 
Shaunnessy Shaw, at the St Pius X rectory, 309-793-7373.
ext 212. 
• Student registration forms are in the vestibules!
• CCD Family Meet & Greet: Aug 31 - 6 p.m. @ Farrell Hall, 
St. Pius X. In person registration available from 4:30-6:30 pm
• First Day of Class: September 7
• Early Bird Pricing of $30/child if registered on or before 
August 29!

Keep these parishioners, family members, and 
friends in your prayers: 
Joe Cervantes  Mike Clark John Versluis
Stephanie Smith Judy Clark Jean Paggen 
Rosa Steinbaugh Nancy Harlow 
Brian Gutierrez  Rebecca Becker

If you would like to have prayers offered for parishioners, 
family or friends, please contact Christine in the office at at 
(309) 794-0660 or (309) 788-3322 or ricatholicoffice@
gmail.com. We will publish these names from time to time as 
space allows. It’ll also be important to alert Christine in the 
office if someone’s name should later be removed from the 
list. Thank you in advance to all who will be praying for those 
in need!

Come walk with Jesus on the road to Emmaus! 
There will be a 7 mile Eucharistic Procession reenacting the 
walk to Emmaus on October 8th at 8am. We will begin at 
Holy Family Church in Davenport, stopping at the Cathedral 
and other parishes, ending with Mass at St Mary in Moline. 
This will be a beautiful event with both dioceses together 
adoring Jesus alongside our bishops, Bishop Zinkula and 
Bishop Tylka. There will be options for those needing a 
shorter route. Celebrating will continue after Mass with food 
available for a donation, made by St Mary’s parishioners. 
Save the date, more details coming soon.

Aug 23 12:10 p.m. Mass - In honor of all preborn 
   babies ST. MARY’S

Aug 24 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
  12:10 p.m. Mass - For the health of Nancy   
   Harlow ST. MARY’S

Aug 25 12:10 p.m. Mass - Special Intention SACRED HEART

Aug 26 12:10 p.m. Mass - In honor of Lext Shatek’s   
   birthday SACRED HEART

Aug 27 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - Emily Janik ST. MARY’S

  5:15 p.m. Mass - Mark Andrukaitis SACRED HEART

Aug 28 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART

   9:00 a.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred
      Heart & St. Mary’s Parishes SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - Jim Fetes ST. MARY’S

  Ice Cream Social After Mass! ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!
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It was a joyful celebration last Saturday as Fr. 
Witold was officially installed as the pastor of St. Mary’s 
during 4 p.m. Mass! With his installation he became our 
27th pastor and now continues a tradition that dates back 
to Fr. John George Alleman and the founding of our parish 
on August 31, 1851. For 171 years, our parish has been 
ministering to the community’s needs, welcoming immi-
grants and newcomers, and inviting all to grow together in 
Christ as a family of faith. We are confident that under Fr. 
Witold’s ministry, we will continue growing and bringing in 
new families as we move toward our 175th anniversary!

Join us for an ice cream social to welcome Fr. 
Witold! The St. Mary’s Altar and Rosary Society and Men’s 
Fellowship are hosting an ice cream social welcoming Fr. 
Witold next Sunday, August 28, immediately following the 
10:30 am Mass. It will be held rain or shine.  

Gift bearers sign-up: If your family would like to take 
up the gifts at either weekend Mass, please sign up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board.

Do you need to send mail to St. Mary’s? If you 
need to mail something to the parish, please send it to the 
office address instead of the church address. The office ad-
dress is 2810 5th Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201.



Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

August 21
twenty first sunday of ordinary time

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at 
least 8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. 
Requires completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation 
Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Sunday: 8 a.m. - 
8:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 

(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Luke.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at Sacred Heart Parish. We appreciate your support 
of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available



Annual Diocesan Appeal – Watch for mailing 
to arrive soon! Our Annual Diocesan Appeal will 
begin in a few weeks. NEW THIS YEAR: Pledge cards will 
not be distributed in our church. By the end of August, 
each household will receive a mailing from Bishop Tylka 
inviting them to participate in the mission of sharing
their faith in Jesus with others. The mailing will include 
a newsletter, a prayer request, a personalized pledge 
card and a return envelope. Fill out the pledge card and 
a prayer request if you wish and mail it directly to the 
Diocese of Peoria. Please prayerfully consider supporting 
various diocesan ministries with your financial gift. Our 
parish depends on your generosity to reach our assigned 
goal. To learn more about the appeal and to watch ap-
peal videos please visit cdop.org/ada

National Day of Remembrance for Aborted 
Children: September 10
• 9:00 AM at Calvary Cemetery Mausoleum, 1615 31St  
   Ave., Rock Island, IL
• More Info: Deacon Russ Swim, asst. Chaplain Allouez     
   Council Knights of Columbus 786-3097 or Jean
   Paprocki 794-1519

Are you celebrating a 25th or 50th wedding 
anniversary during 2022?  Bishop Lou Tylka will 
celebrate a Mass at the Cathedral of St. Mary in Peoria 
on Sept. 25 for couples with a 25th or 50th wedding 
anniversary this year. Please contact Christine in the office 
at ricatholicoffice@gmail.com, 309-794-0660 or 309-
788-3322 to RSVP -- you will then receive an invitation 
from Bishop Lou in the mail. 

Sign your children up for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd! Sign your children up for Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd! If you want your 3 to 6 year olds 
to get special time with Jesus at the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd program on Monday nights or Thurs-
day mornings, now is the time to sign up! Please contact 
Christine in the office at 309-788-3322 or 309-794-
0660 or email ricatholicoffice@gmail.com. Class size is 
limited to 10 per atrium per session, and will be opened 
up to the wider community starting on Wednesday, Aug. 
24, so don’t miss out on the opportunity. Registration is 
$50 per child or $75 per family and can be paid online 
-- go to the St. Mary’s website, stmaryri.com, and choose 
Donate, then Ministerial Memorial Fund. If money is tight 
right now, please call or text Maggie Schoonmaker for a 
scholarship at 309-738-1104.

The Sacred Heart Moline Thursday Bible 
Study classes invite you to join the study of First Samuel: 
Establishing the Throne of David. This 19-week study cov-

ers a pivotal period where Samuel, the first prophet, is the
instrument through which God transitions Israel from a 
confederation of tribes to a kingdom. Classes begin Sept. 
22nd. There will be a recess between Thanksgiving and 
New Years and classes resume January 12 th. Registra-
tion and book fee is $36 for the entire year. Deadline for 
Registration is Sept. 9 th . Location and other informa-
tion are on the Registration forms which are available by 
all the Church doors, on the parish website, and at the 
parish office. Studying First Samuel will prepare you, like 
Samuel, to hear God’s call and be ready to respond! 
Reserve your place now for a fun class of discussion, 
and friend and prayer support! Questions? Contact Betty 
Thomm at (309) 269-3705.

Get your Group together for the Believers 
Together Center Trivia Night …good friends, 
good food, lots of challenging discussion, and enthusias-
tic cheers when you guessed the right answers (Or moans 
and groans when they’re wrong!) The Annual Trivia Night 
fundraiser will be held in the gymnasium of the Believer’s 
Together Center; 3209 60th Street Moline. Doors open 
at 5:30pm and Trivia play starts at 6:30pm. Trivia players 
fee is $10.00 per person. Team tables can hold up to 
8 people.  Bring your own snacks/food….Pop & Beer & 
wine will be available for purchase. The evening will also 
include a Gift Basket Raffle, 50/50 Raffle, and a Grub 
Grab.  The proceeds from this event will support the 
Believers Together Center. You can view the Gift Basket 
raffle and purchase chances online at: www.christthek-
ingmoline.org. To reserve a table for your group/ team 
please call the Christ The King parish office: 309-762-
4634.

Job Openings at St. Malachy Parish, 
Geneseo, Illinois
Director of Youth and Young Adult Discipleship
• Full time position with benefits: vacation, insurance, 
and PTO
• Salary: $30,000-$35,000
• Coordination of High School Youth Ministry
• Coordinate discipleship groups designed for young 
adults and parents
• Facilitate social events designed for young adults
Parish Music Director
• Part-time with vacation and PTO
• $14-$17 per hour
• Coordinate the music for weekend masses
• Coordinate, plan, and execute music for funerals, wed-
dings and other special events
• Leads the practice sessions
Complete job descriptions available at www.saintmal-
achy.org. If interested, please send a cover letter and 
resume to Fr. Gifford at frdgifford@stmalgeneseo.org. 
Please reply by September 1, 2022

The St. Joseph Evening Meal has returned to 
serving seated meals! We ask everyone to keep us in your 
prayers as we make this transition. Additionally, we have 
3-4 openings for cooks each month during the summer. 
Meals are served at the Rock Island Township Hall, and 
cooks are asked to prepare 35-40 meals. A supervisor 

additional parish news 
and more!

“Ignorance of Scripture is 
ignorance of Christ.”

— Saint Jerome



thank you to all of our amazing sponsors!

Kevin Schoonmaker – Vice President
5301 - 44th Ave Dr., Moline, IL • 309.764.8811
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Job Openings at Our Lady of Grace  
Accounts Manager: Our Lady of Grace is taking applica-
tions for an account manager.  The position is for 7-10 
hours a week.  Candidates should have an accounting 
background.  Please contact the principal, Tori McCollum at 
vmccollum@olgca.org or by calling 309-755-9771. 
Extended Care: Our Lady of Grace is in need of staff for 
its Extended Care program. General hours would be from 
3:00-5:30 pm Monday through Friday when school is in 
session. Please contact the school office at 309-755 9771 
for more details.  Cook Needed: Our Lady of Grace is look-
ing for a cook for our hot lunch staff. This person should 
have experience with commercial cooking and be able to 
follow both oral and written directions. Applicant must also 
have a food service sanitation license or be able to obtain 
one. Hourly position of 4-5 hours per day, when school is 
in session.  Pay will be based on experience.  Please con-
tact the school office, 309-755-9771 .  The position would 
begin mid-August.

Alleman: Custodian Needed! Alleman Catholic High 
School is hiring for a full-time custodian position. Benefits, 
including medical, dental, vision, retirement, and tuition, are 
available to full-time employees. Please email your resume 
to mlootens@allemanhighschool.org or stop in at Alleman 
to fill out an application.


