
Pastor’s Corner
The Dignity of Human Labor
     This week we will take some rest and en-
joy our free time because of the celebration 
of Labor Day. I remember from the time of 
my childhood that in Poland, the celebration 
of the working class and the celebration of 
work was one of the most important things 

in communist countries. So, we were forced to attend the 1st 
May Parade. We were forced to celebrate the working class. 
Somebody would say that it is not wrong to celebrate it, so 
why did they have to force us to attend such events?  
     The Catholic Church teaches us that human labor is an 
essential part of our lives. It is what, in some way, defines 
humanity. The human being is a working entity. Of course, 
many people think that work is our penance for the origi-
nal sin, but as we can read in the Catechism, the Catholic 
Church has a different opinion. “The sign of man’s familiar-
ity with God is that God places him in the garden. There 
he lives ‘to till it and keep it’. Work is not yet a burden, but 
rather the collaboration of man and woman with God in 
perfecting the visible creation” (CCC #378). 
     Human work emphasizes our dignity as the children of 
God who participate in creation. God shares with us the re-
sponsibility for this created world. And the Catechism teach-
es us that makes work our duty. God gave us this world, so 
we are obligated to take care of it and perfect what God 
started. It is important to know because nowadays, many try 
to persuade us that the world is perfect as it is and that the 
human race is a virus that destroys this world, and it would 
be better without us. However, this world was created FOR 
US. This world wasn’t created just because we were added 
to it. God has made the world for us and shared responsibil-
ity. So, this is our world, and of course, we need to take care 
of it and be responsible, but we cannot think that humanity 
is an obstacle to this world. We are here to rule this world, 
and we do it by our work and creativity. Here is the quote 
from the Catechism: “Human work proceeds directly from 
persons created in the image of God and called to prolong 
the work of creation by subduing the earth, both with and for 
one another. Hence work is a duty: ‘If any one will not work, 
let him not eat.’ (2 Thess 3:10; Cf. 1 Thess 4:11). Work 
honors the Creator’s gifts and the talents received from him.” 
(CCC 2427).
     Human work can be also redemptive, which means that 
by work, we can participate in the hardships of redemp-
tion Jesus took on Himself as the Son of Man. We do what 
our Lord had been doing, so by our work, we become the 
disciples of Christ. It is our daily cross, not as a punishment, 
but as the key to salvation. The Catechism says:“[Work] can 
also be redemptive. By enduring the hardship of work in 
union with Jesus, the carpenter of Nazareth and the one cru-
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New roof update: Work has begun! Please continue to 
keep this project in your prayers. Pray for the safety of all of 
the workers, and that there aren’t any “surprises” found.

Thank you for your food pantry support! During 
the month of August, the Sacred Heart Food Pantry served 
640 households and 2,994 individuals. Usage of the food 
pantry has increased throughout this year -- in March, there 
were 463 families and 1,863 individuals served. 

For all Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion that bring a pyx to Mass, please note that 
Fr. Witold will place the pyx on the high altar near the tab-
ernacle for you to retrieve after Mass. Before Mass you can 
place with your pyx with a host in it on the tray on the cre-
dence table, which is the table built into the wall near where 
the altar servers sit.

Pro-Life Mass at Sacred Heart at our 5:15 p.m. 
Vigil Mass next Saturday, September 10th.

Mark your calendars and join us! 
• Saturday, September 17:  Porch Party - 6 p.m.
• Sunday, October 2:  Blue Mass - 9 a.m.
• Sunday, October 16:  Parish Picnic & Chili Cook-Off
     *Combined this year! 12-3 p.m.
• Sunday, October 30:  Mass of Remembrance - 9 a.m.

Sacred Heart Chili Cook-Off: Get those recipes 
ready! Chili royalty will be crowned once again this year at 
Sacred Heart. Will last year’s winners repeat as champions?  
Or, is there a new secret chili recipe among those of you in 
the pews? Details coming soon!

If your son or daughter has received their 1st Holy 
Communion and would like to become an altar server here 
at Sacred Heart, please contact Chris Mandle at (309) 738-
5967 or chrismandle@gmail.com. Our annul Investiture 
Mass for new altar servers will be November 20 this year.

Thank you to the members of our parish who have been 
contributing fresh flowers from their gardens, adding to the 
beauty of our altars. We also appreciate all of the amazing 
work by those working outdoors with the lawn and landscap-
ing and with our flower beds. Sacred Heart is extra beautiful 
inside and out this year!

Rock Island’s Historic Catholic Parishes

cified on Calvary, man collaborates in a certain fashion with 
the Son of God in his redemptive work. He shows himself to 
be a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross, daily, in the work 
he is called to accomplish. Work can be a means of sanctifi-
cation and a way of animating earthly realities with the Spirit 
of Christ.” (CCC 2427).
     It is also our sacrifice to God and participation in the 
common good. (CCC # 901) and (CCC # 1914).
    So, why was it wrong that the communists forced us to 
celebrate work and the working class? It was wrong because 
we knew it wasn’t celebrating the working class and their daily 
labor, but the communists made this the celebration of the 
Communist Party; it was almost like worshipping communism. 
The working class was just a pretext to control the masses 
under the leadership of the communists. Something that was 
meant as the dignity of man became his doom because it 
replaced God. That’s why even nowadays, we need to re-
member that human labor is our duty and part of our original 
dignity, but all of that is in relation to God, who is always in 
the first place. 
   Peace and Goodness,
   Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv.

Labor Day Prayer: God, in your goodness, you have 
made a home for the worker. Make a place in our hearts for 
compassion to the men and women who labor tirelessly for 
basic necessities. Ensure a place for the men and women who 
are struggling to find work. Grant us your wisdom to greet 
and care for those who are unable to work due to illness or 
circumstances that prevent their participation. Be with the chil-
dren who are not able to run and play, but instead must put 
in a hard day’s work to help their family afford to eat, to live. 
Be with us all, Christ Jesus, as we go about the busyness of 
our work. Hold us accountable not only for our actions, but 
most importantly to each of our neighbors. May we continue 
to work together to bring about your reign! We ask this in 
your holy name, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sept 6 12:10 p.m. Mass - Genevieve Kness ST. MARY’S

  Altar & Rosary Society Meeting after Mass 
   ST. MARY’S

Sept 7 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
  12:10 p.m. Mass - Ed Jawoisz ST. MARY’S

Sept 8 12:10 p.m. Mass - Fr. Richard Barclift 
   SACRED HEART

Sept 9 12:10 p.m. Mass - Dupont Family SACRED HEART

Sept 10 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred
      Heart & St. Mary’s Parishes  ST. MARY’S

  5:15 p.m. Mass - Pro Life Mass SACRED HEART

Sept 11 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART

   9:00 a.m. Mass - Raleigh Francois SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - Therese Lootens ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!
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Welcome back Altar & Rosary Ladies! After a two 
month break we will meet after the 12:10 Mass on Tuesday 
Sept. 6th in Schroeder Hall. Rosary will be said 30 minutes 
before Mass. Father Witold will stop by along with some-
one from the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to provide 
updates on projects. Gloria H. and Ann V. are hostesses. 
No bingo will be played after meeting. Hope to see you 
there.  

Capital Campaign Project Update: We have 
been blessed with a successful capital campaign and have 
received more than $191,000 thus far in pledge payments. 
The Building & Grounds Committee and the Finance 
Council have been busy getting the projects started that 
were the focus of the campaign.
• Leaks in the roof of the garage, the bell tower and the 
altar servers changing room have been addressed and 
hopefully fixed.
• We are also moving forward on the highest priority item 
on our campaign project list, the HVAC for the church. We 
have an engineering company preparing the specifications 
needed to request quotes for the installation of the system.
• We also received news this month of an unexpected 
future expense. During the spring switchover of the system 
in Schroeder Hall from heating to cooling, our contractor 
determined we would soon need to replace the air condi-
tioning system. The estimated cost of that project would be 
over $70,000. That was not part of our campaign project 
list and will have to be addressed in the near future.
Our committees will keep you updated as progress contin-
ues on the campaign projects.

Donut Sunday and Atrium Open House: Join us 
after 10:30 Mass on Sunday for donuts, beverages and fel-
lowship in Schroeder Hall. All adults are welcome to head 
upstairs and see the two new atriums for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd, the program for 3 to 6 year olds that will 
begin on Monday, September 12. 

Lectors for September are Nancy Hanna at 4 p.m. Mass 
and Pat Versluis at 10:30 a.m. Mass. Money counters are 
Cyndy Anderson and Helen Boden.

Gift bearers sign-up: If your family would like to take 
up the gifts at either weekend Mass, please sign up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board.

Do you need to send mail to St. Mary’s? If you 
need to mail something to the parish, please send it to the 
office address instead of the church address. The office ad-
dress is 2810 5th Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201.



Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

September 4
twenty third sunday of ordinary time

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at 
least 8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. 
Requires completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation 
Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Sunday: 8 a.m. - 
8:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 

(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Luke.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at Sacred Heart Parish. We appreciate your support 
of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available



The CCD program that serves the Rock Island 
parishes is looking for some volunteers to be teacher’s 
assistants and substitutes this year. If you are interested in 
helping out with this important ministry, please reach out 
to Shaunnessy Shaw, at the St Pius X rectory, 309-793-
7373. ext 212. 
• Student registration forms are in the vestibules!
• First Day of Class: September 7

RCIA: The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults
•  Are you interested in knowing more about the Catholic  
    Faith?
•  About Baptism, Holy Communion, or Confirmation?
•  Are you considering becoming Catholic?
•  Are you a baptized Catholic seeking the sacraments of  
    Eucharist or Confirmation?
•  Are you a Catholic who wants to learn more about  
    Church teachings or to enrich your faith?
•  Would you like to ask questions and receive answers in  
    an informal and welcoming manner? And without  
    making a commitment?
•  RCIA will be jointly hosted at St. Pius this year for the 
    Rock Island parishes.
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US TO FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH!
Inquiry sessions begin: Tuesday, September 20th, 6:30-
8:30 PM. Contact Kathy 309-292-2124 or kschluter@
stpius.org pr Lennon at lennon_sullivan@msn.com/

Keep these parishioners, family members, 
and friends in your prayers: 
Joe Cervantes  Mike Clark John Versluis
Stephanie Smith Judy Clark Jean Paggen 
Rosa Steinbaugh Nancy Harlow 
Brian Gutierrez  Rebecca Becker

If you would like to have prayers offered for parishioners, 
family or friends, please contact Christine in the office at 
at (309) 794-0660 or (309) 788-3322 or ricatholicof-
fice@gmail.com. We will publish these names from time 
to time as space allows. It’ll also be important to alert 
Christine in the office if someone’s name should later be 
removed from the list. Thank you in advance to all who 
will be praying for those in need!

Come walk with Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus! 
• What: Interstate 5 mile Eucharistic Procession reenact-
ing the walk to Emmaus.
• When: October 8th. Opening Mass 8am, Procession 
immediately following, ending with Benediction and Mass 
of thanksgiving around 12pm. 

• Where: Start at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Davenport. 
End at St Mary, Moline.
This will be a beautiful first-time event with both dioceses 
adoring Jesus alongside our bishops, Bishop Zinkula and 
Bishop Tylka. There will be options for those needing a 
shorter route or who cannot walk. Celebrating will con-
tinue after Mass with delicious food made by St Mary’s 
parishioners, for a donation. Visit EmmausQC.com for 
more information.

Annual Diocesan Appeal supports EVAN-
GELIZATION! When we experience the love and joy 
that comes with knowing and loving Jesus, we want to 
proclaim the difference Christ has made in our life and 
help bring others to him. Ministries and programs include 
support for all our Catholic grade schools and high
schools, Totus Tuus - the summer parish program for 
youth, Newman Centers outreach to college students, 
Catholic Charities programs and more. Go to www.cdop.
org/ada to learn more about the ministries supported 
by ADA and to watch the ADA videos. “I always thought 
that my friends would make fun of me, but I noticed that 
those friends that I would hang out with weren’t really 
my friends. The friends I have now are friends that go 
to church with me, go to RCIA classes with me and are 
preparing to receive their sacraments with me. Father 
Dittmer has inspired me to follow Jesus Christ. He
encourages us a lot to be faithful and to continue to grow 
in our relationship with Jesus for the rest of our lives.” 
- Iván Sánchez, catechumen

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd updates: 
If you haven’t yet, please sign your children up for Cat-
echesis of the Good Shepherd! Now is the time to regis-
ter your 3 to 6 year olds to get special time with Jesus at 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program on Mon-
day nights or Thursday mornings. Also, all are welcome 
to an open house to see the atria on September 4 during 
Donut Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Mass. For registration, 
please contact Christine in the office at 309-788-3322 
or 309-794-0660 or email ricatholicoffice@gmail.com. 
Registration is $50 per child or $75 per family and can 
be paid online -- go to the St. Mary’s website, stmaryri.
com, and choose Donate, then Ministerial Memorial 
Fund. If money is tight right now, please call or text Mag-
gie Schoonmaker for a scholarship at 309-738-1104.

National Day of Remembrance for Aborted 
Children: September 10
• 9:00 AM at Calvary Cemetery Mausoleum, 1615 31St  
   Ave., Rock Island, IL
• More Info: Deacon Russ Swim, asst. Chaplain Allouez     
   Council Knights of Columbus 786-3097 or Jean
   Paprocki 794-1519

additional parish news 
and more!

“Ignorance of Scripture is 
ignorance of Christ.”

— Saint Jerome



thank you to all of our amazing sponsors!

Kevin Schoonmaker – Vice President
5301 - 44th Ave Dr., Moline, IL • 309.764.8811

�P�a�r�i�s�h�i�o�n�e�r

Blood Drive: Jordan Catholic 
Schools/St. Pius X Catholic Church. 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 
Allouez Council #658. Monday, 
October 10 at 1:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
St. Pius X Catholic Church Gym. 
To schedule, please visit:
https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/113845 QR code. MASKS AND APPOINTMENTS ARE 
REQUIRED.

hank you for your support!  Our school year is off 
to a great start and the Jordan Catholic School community 
thanks all our parishes for their support. At this time, we 
would like to thank all of the parishioners who generously 
donated school supplies for our students. We were able 
to assist approximately 50 children with essential items to 
ensure their success in school. Thank you so much for your 
overwhelming support. As always, we will keep you in our 
prayers this year.

Save the Date:  Jordan Catholic School Craft and 
Vendor Fair - Sunday, October 16th!

Alleman: Custodian Needed! Alleman Catholic 
High School is hiring for a full-time custodian position. 
Benefits, including medical, dental, vision, retirement, and 
tuition, are available to full-time employees. Please email 
your resume to mlootens@allemanhighschool.org or stop 
in at Alleman to fill out an application.


