
Pastor’s Corner
The Baptism of the Lord

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

     We will celebrate the Baptism of the Lord 
on Monday, January 9th.  The feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord at the end of Christmas 

time and marking the beginning of Jesus’ redeeming mis-
sion is an excellent opportunity to think about the connection 
between those two realities. God became a baby dependent 
on his parents’ care. The beginning of Jesus’ mission is His 
baptism in the Jordan. Mostly all of us started our way to 
salvation with those two realities. We were babies dependent 
on the care of our parents, who, in their love, had been 
thinking about our future, so they let us be baptized and 
gave us faith. Two realities that are connected in our Catho-
lic lives. 
     We can think about it. Those who had been baptized as 
babies didn’t make this choice. Our parents did. We should 
be just grateful for this. Why did our parents make this deci-
sion? It was because they knew baptism gives us the graces 
needed for salvation. They decided to provide what was 
the best, eternity. They believed that Jesus died on the cross 
precisely for that reason: to give us the freedom of deciding. 
When we are baptized, it doesn’t mean that we are already 
saved. We have access to paradise, but still, each one of 
us needs to make a decision. When our parents decided 
to baptize us, they promised to give us faith and to teach 
us about it so that later on, we would be able to make this 
decision based on what we already know. When we decide 
to be saved, about living with God for all eternity, we need 
to know what it is all about. So, we need to get to know our 
God and His proposal for eternity; we need to know what 
God’s teaching is, what values He represents, and what 
choices we have. 
     We all need to remember that nothing in our lives of faith 
happens as magic. Everything is about choices. Yes, Jesus 
died for us, and our sins are paid off. Jesus opened the door 
of paradise for us, but we need to take a step. Yes, God 
gave us the sacraments to enjoy all the blessings that come 
with them. But it doesn’t happen automatically; our partici-
pation and involvement are needed. So, in all sacraments, it 
can be an incredible and unimaginable grace, but we must 
approach those sacraments with faith and decide to follow 
Jesus. So, when you go to confession, for example, it works; 
of course, your sins are forgiven if (!) you confess them with 
faith and a decision to work as hard as possible to get rid of 
them. God can see into your heart; He is the One who gives 
absolution, so He knows what’s in you.
     The same is with baptism. Too many parents think that 
bringing their child to a church and letting him be baptized 

Sacred Heart Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: Dec 24/25
Offertory Envelopes   $3,189.00
Loose Money       $584.86
Online Giving   $545.00
Property Improvement Fund $218.00
Envelopes Used  99

Stewardship of Treasure: Jan 1/2
Offertory Envelopes   $1,813.00
Loose Money       $217.25
Online Giving   $815.00
Property Improvement Fund $1,911.50
Envelopes Used  65

Have you signed up for our next Sacred Heart 
Dinner on Wednesday, January 11?!  It’ll be 
“Breakfast for Dinner!” This dinner will support our 
Sacred Heart Altar Server Program. Dinner is at QC Pancake 
House, 3rd Ave, Rock Island, IL. Chef Jose Zepeda will be 
featuring his famous breakfast - including those delicious 
cinnamon roll pancakes! Dinner will be from 6-8 pm. Cost 
is $15/person. You may pay when you arrive. Please join 
us - all you have to do is show up and eat some wonderful 
food while also getting to know your Sacred Heart family 
a little better. Invite anybody you’d like! As you know, we 
recently established our Sacred Heart Dinners” as a way to 
build community here at Sacred Heart and to secondarily, to 
raise a little money for various ministries and needs around 
the parish. A sign-up sheet is located in the Fr. Antho-
ny Vestibule. You may also sign-up online at www.
sacredheartri.com/dinner. 

Don’t forget to start joining us on Fridays for 
Adoration and Confession from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m! 

A few our historic stained glass windows remain 
available for sponsorship on our north side. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring one in your family name or in memory 
contact Chris Mandle at (309) 738-5967.

125th Anniversary Capital Campaign Updates: 
Just a reminder that your campaign pledges are due in full 
by the end of 2023. If you are able to pay off your pledge 
sooner, that’s of course very much appreciated! We’re finally 
on the homestretch of our 125th Anniversary efforts and we 
appreciate both your support to date and any future support.

Seeking choir members! You are invited to join our 
choir here at Sacred Heart! If you are interested in singing at 
our Saturday and/or Sunday Masses, or if you have a 
musical talent we are unaware of please contact Trevor at 
(414) 217-0354. We would love to have many voices and 
new faces join us!

Rock Island’s Historic Catholic Parishes

solves everything; that it’s done. But it’s not. It’s not magic. 
Many people are even so irritated that the Church has some 
expectations. Yes, God forgives the original sin, and Jesus 
paid it off. He died for that. But this is, even more, the reason 
to appreciate it, be grateful, and fulfill God’s expectations. 
God gave you your child and gave you the right, privilege, 
and responsibility to form this new person. So, it is up to you 
what you give your child. After baptism, you must take care 
of your child’s spiritual growth. Your child is free from the 
original sin. Your child has an excellent and extraordinary gift 
you shouldn’t waste. It has to grow. Give faith to your child. 
But you cannot give what you don’t have. You can teach your 
child what you know. So, when you let your child be baptized, 
your first task is to work on your relationship with God. You 
need to get to know Him better, get closer to Him, talk to 
Him, and learn to keep His commandments. Then you can 
teach your child.
   Peace and Goodness,
   Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv.

Keep these parishioners, family members, and 
friends in your prayers: 
Joe Cervantes          Mike Clark John Versluis
Stephanie Smith        Judy Clark Jean Paggen 
Rosa Steinbaugh       Nancy Harlow Carrie Roe
Lois Evans         Angie Conicella  Ron Boland
Peggy Henderson      Dean Christiansen

If you would like to have prayers offered for parishioners, 
family or friends, please contact Christine in the office at at 
(309) 794-0660 or (309) 788-3322 or ricatholicoffice@
gmail.com. We will publish these names from time to time as 
space allows. It’ll also be important to alert Christine in the 
office if someone’s name should later be removed from the 
list. Thank you in advance to all who will be praying for those 
in need!

If you would like a statement of your financial 
contributions for 2022, please contact Christine
in the office at 309-794-0660 or 309-788-3322, or by
email at ricatholicoffice@gmail.com.

St. Mary’s Parish News
Stewardship of Treasure: Dec 24/25
Offertory Envelopes   $3,050.00
Loose Money       $577.00
Online Giving   $255.00
Building Improvement Fund $668.33
Envelopes Used  78

Stewardship of Treasure: Jan 1/2
Offertory Envelopes   $3,052.00
Loose Money       $336.36
Online Giving   $780.00
Building Improvement Fund $8,112.00
Envelopes Used  82

Officers for 2023 Altar and Rosary are: 
Jeri Lauer - President  Mary Snyder - VP
Carol Danek - Sec.  Cecilia Kargl - Treasurer
No meetings will be held months of January and February.
Please consider joining this year so we can continue to 
serve our parish and members as we have for the past 80 
years. Dues are due in March for only $10.00. We need 
YOU to keep us going.

Lectors for January are Nancy Hanna at 4 p.m. 
Mass on January 7 and Carol Hougland at 4 p.m. Mass 
on January 14, 21, and 28, and Eric Young at 10:30 a.m. 
Mass. 

Do you need to send mail to St. Mary’s? If you 
need to mail something to the parish, please send it to the 
office address instead of the church address. The office ad-
dress is 2810 5th Ave., Rock Island, IL 61201.

Gift bearers sign-up: If your family would like to take 
up the gifts at either weekend Mass, please sign up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board.

Jan 10 12:10 p.m. Mass - Shirley VanDeMaele ST. MARY’S

Jan 11 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions ST. MARY’S

  12:10 p.m. Mass - Jim Fetes ST. MARY’S 

Jan 12 12:10 p.m. Mass - Ryan Parisot SACRED HEART

Jan 13 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions SACRED HEART

  12:10 p.m. Mass - Dupont Family SACRED HEART

Jan 14 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - Bonnie Curry ST. MARY’S 
  5:15 p.m. Mass - Sister Joan Opatts, BVM 
   SACRED HEART

Jan 15 8:30 a.m. - 8:50 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART 

  9:00 a.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred   
       Heart & St. Mary’s Parishes SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - In honor of Ben 
   Schoonmaker ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!

Adoration & Confession Schedule
Wednesday

11 a.m. Adoration & Confessions at St. Mary’s

Friday
11 a.m. Adoration & Confessions at Sacred Heart

Saturday
3 p.m. Confessions at St. Mary’s

Sunday
8:30 a.m. Confessions at Sacred Heart



Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

January 8, 2023
epiphany

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at least 
8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. Requires 
completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. 
and Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Friday: 
11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. and Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - 8:50 a.m. 
at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 
(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Witold.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s. We appreciate 
your support of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available



More Sacred Heart News!
125th Anniversary Request: Kindly requesting 
names of early Sacred Heart members. If anyone or 
any name is remembered, please it to: maryarnould@
hotmail.com. Pictures are also welcomed! Thank you!

Pray the Rosary at funerals/visitations: 
Would you like to support others’ during their time of 
loss?  Please use the sign up sheet in the Fr. Anthony 
vestibule and someone will contact you when there is a 
need. 

Healing Mass Announcements: Starting on Feb-
ruary 2, the Mass will start at 6:30 p.m. Confessions will 
be heard from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. and after Mass if need-
ed. The later time makes coming to this Mass easier for 
those who work later.  You’re invited to bring your sacra-
mentals; pictures and candles for a blessing. Place them 
on the Communion rail on Mary’s side of the church be-
fore Mass for a blessing each month. Also, if you have a 
favorite prayer that you would like to be prayed out loud 
before Mass, give the prayer to Gina Howell and she will 
review and we’ll make copies so everyone may pray it at 
the following month.

additional parish news 
and more!

Contribute online to our parishes: Sign-up for a 
one-time gift, or as an annual contributor from our parish 
websites: www.sacredheartri.com and www.stmaryri.com. 
You can also call our Office Manager Christine at the 
parish office if you prefer to have her set it up for you.

ADA Update: As you know, the 2022 ADA is underway 
in our parishes. Thank you to all who have already con-
tributed! With your help, we are getting closer to reaching 
our parish goal. If you have not received a pledge card 
in the mail or have misplaced it, the Diocese of Peo-
ria will be mailing a follow up letter that you may have 
already received. It will include another pledge card and 
a self addressed envelope. Please consider supporting 
our diocesan ministries. If you have already contributed 
and receive this letter in the mail, please disregard it, as 
pledges are often received and processed after a letter is 
assembled and mailed.Currently, we have: 

   Goal  Pledged
 Sacred Heart $26,798 $13,470
 St. Mary’s  $33,178  $13,362
 
If you would like help with a pledge please contact 
Christine in our office at (309) 794-0660 or (309) 
788-3322. You can also go online to contribute at: 
www.cdop.org/offices/development-stewardship/ada

Thank you from Catholic Care Packs: We want 
to express our sincere gratitude for your tremendous out-
pouring of donations both material and financial to the 
Catholic Care Pack program. With this latest donation, 
from people like you, we will continue to provide packs 
to those in need, in the coming months and beyond. The 
pictures provided show your generous gifts filling up the 
back of my truck not once, but twice!  So again, from the 
bottom of our hearts, thank you! May God bless you and 
your family into this next new year. - Tim & Missy Ott

Please help us keep perpetual adoration 
available in the Quad Cities. The Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel at St. Pius X Church, Rock Island, is in 
need of new adorers and substitutes. We have 13 open 
hours:
• Sunday Noon  
• Tuesday 3 am
• Tuesday 5 am thru February  
• Tuesday 4 pm thru February 
• Wednesday 3 and 4 am
• Thursday 4 am

You may start an account at stpiusri.weadorehim.com
or Contact Mindy by texting 563-265-0895 or
Emailing SaintPiusRI@gmail.com

Annual Pro-Life Pancake Breakfast Please join 
us for the Knights of Columbus’ annual pro-life pancake 
breakfast on Sunday, January 22nd, 7:30 am till noon, at 
St. Pius X, Farrell Hall, Rock Island, fifty years to the day 
from when Roe v. Wade was enacted. 100% of the pro-
ceeds will be granted to four local pro-life organizations: 
The Women’s Choice Center, Quad City Right to Life, 
Pregnancy Resources, and the Christ Child Society. The 
menu will include pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, 
pastries, juice, milk, and coffee. Cost is $7 for adults, $5 
for children 13 and under, or $25 for families of any size 
(two adults and any number of children 17 and young-
er). Attendees will be served at their tables and a 50/50 
raffle will add some cheer. If you are unable to attend 
but would like to contribute, donations are welcome.  
(Checks payable to the Knights of Columbus, mailed to:  
Knights of Columbus, Allouez Council #658, PO Box 
6575, Rock Island, IL  61204.)

• Thursday 5 am
• Thursday Noon 2/3- 3/2
• Friday 3 and 4 am
• Friday Midnight- Sat 1 am
• Saturday 8 am
• Saturday Noon



thank you to all of our amazing sponsors!

Kevin Schoonmaker – Vice President
5301 - 44th Ave Dr., Moline, IL • 309.764.8811
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Win BIG MONEY with Alleman’s 
“Dream Big” Raffle! **BUY EARLY for 
your chance at our Early Bird Drawings!!!
• $10,000 - January 17

• $10,000 - February 17 
• $10,000 - March 17 
• $15,000 - 2nd Place Cash Drawing
• TBD 50/50 Cash Drawing - Last year was $25,000+
• $100,000 Cash Drawing at the Father Mirabelli 
 Heritage Ball on March 25!
Cost of each share is $150.  Only 2,500 shares will
be sold. Purchase your shares today at 
www.allemanhighschool.org/heritage-ball

Alleman forms New School Board! Alleman 
Catholic High School has formed a new local School Board 
that will serve as a consultative body to the Administration. 
Members of our Board include: Adam Bain, Beth Behrends, 

Hon. Sara Darrow (Chair), Fr. Mark DeSutter, Fr. Antonio 
Dittmer, Jeni Hodge-Burkett (Vice-Chair), Jack Kearney, John 
Reynolds, Paul Schmitt, Dr. Greg Schneider, Debbie Schwie-
bert, Lisa Short, Cathie Whiteside, and Amanda Wood. 

The Board is establishing standing committees for academics, 
advancement, Catholic identity, enrollment, facilities, finance, 
governance, and student life, in addition to an executive com-
mittee. We anticipate the involvement of many more talented 
individuals serving on these committees. Since 1949, Alleman 
Catholic High School has worked to develop a faith-lived 
community by exemplifying Gospel values through Catholic 
education.  As we near our 75th year, our commitment to 
forming the future leaders of our communities is unwavering 
and we are excited about the future and the opportunities to 
build on the legacy of Alleman. Updates regarding the Alle-
man School Board can be found at www.allemanhighschool.
org/board.


