
Pastor’s Corner
The Spiritual Testament of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI

The Holy See released the Spiritual 
Testament of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, 
dated 29 August 2006:

     My Spiritual Testament

     When, at this late hour of my life, I look back on the de-
cades I have wandered through, I see first of all how much 
reason I have to give thanks. Above all, I thank God Him-
self, the giver of all good gifts, who has given me life and 
guided me through all kinds of confusion; who has always 
picked me up when I began to slip, who has always given 
me anew the light of his countenance. In retrospect, I see 
and understand that even the dark and arduous stretches of 
this path were for my salvation and that He guided me well 
in those very stretches.   
     I thank my parents, who gave me life in difficult times 
and prepared a wonderful home for me with their love, 
which shines through all my days as a bright light until 
today. My father’s clear-sighted faith taught us brothers and 
sisters to believe and stood firm as a guide in the midst of 
all my scientific knowledge; my mother’s heartfelt piety and 
great kindness remain a legacy for which I cannot thank her 
enough. My sister has served me selflessly and full of kind 
concern for decades; my brother has always paved the way 
for me with the clear-sightedness of his judgements, with 
his powerful determination, and with the cheerfulness of his 
heart; without this ever-new going ahead and going along, I 
would not have been able to find the right path.
     I thank God from the bottom of my heart for the many 
friends, men and women, whom He has always placed at 
my side; for the co-workers at all stages of my path; for the 
teachers and students He has given me. I gratefully entrust 
them all to His goodness. And I would like to thank the Lord 
for my beautiful home in the Bavarian foothills of the Alps, in 
which I was able to see the splendour of the Creator Himself 
shining through time and again. I thank the people of my 
homeland for allowing me to experience the beauty of faith 
time and again. I pray that our country will remain a country 
of faith and I ask you, dear compatriots, not to let your faith 
be distracted. Finally, I thank God for all the beauty I was 
able to experience during the various stages of my journey, 
but especially in Rome and in Italy, which has become my 
second home.
     I ask for forgiveness from the bottom of my heart from all 
those whom I have wronged in some way.
     What I said earlier of my compatriots, I now say to all 
who were entrusted to my service in the Church: Stand firm 
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Thank you to everyone that joined us at our Sacred Heart 
Dinner this past Wednesday!  We appreciate seeing so many 
of you as we work to build up community here!

Refreshments after Mass today (Sunday) are compli-
ments of Sodality and the Knights of Columbus. Thank you 
for providing “Coffee & Conversation” for us after Mass! 

If you’d like to take home a Christmas poinset-
tia, please see Tim Smith in the sanctuary after Mass! As 
we start to take down our Christmas decor we hope many of 
you will adopt these poinsettias to enjoy at home!

A few of our historic stained glass windows 
remain available for sponsorship on our north side. If you 
are interested in sponsoring one in your family name or in 
memory contact Chris Mandle at (309) 738-5967.

Our gratitude to our Burmese families who have been so 
generous to our parish with their time, talent, and treasure!

125th Anniversary Capital Campaign Updates: 
Just a reminder that your campaign pledges are due in full 
by the end of 2023. If you are able to pay off your pledge 
sooner, that’s of course very much appreciated! We’re finally 
on the homestretch of our 125th Anniversary efforts and we 
appreciate both your support to date and any future support.

125th Anniversary Request: Kindly requesting 
names of early Sacred Heart members. If anyone or 
any name is remembered, please it to: maryarnould@
hotmail.com. Pictures are also welcomed! Thank you!

Healing Mass Announcements: Starting on February 
2, the Mass will start at 6:30 p.m. Confessions will be heard 
from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. and after Mass if needed. The later 
time makes coming to this Mass easier for those who work 
later.  You’re invited to bring your sacramentals; pictures 
and candles for a blessing. Place them on the Communion 
rail on Mary’s side of the church before Mass for a bless-
ing each month. Also, if you have a favorite prayer that 
you would like to be prayed out loud before Mass, give the 
prayer to Gina Howell and she will review and we’ll make 
copies so everyone may pray it at the following month.

Rock Island’s Historic Catholic Parishes

in the faith! Do not be confused! Often it seems as if sci-
ence - on the one hand, the natural sciences; on the other, 
historical research (especially the exegesis of the Holy Scrip-
tures) - has irrefutable insights to offer that are contrary to 
the Catholic faith. I have witnessed from times long past the 
changes in natural science and have seen how apparent 
certainties against the faith vanished, proving themselves not 
to be science but philosophical interpretations only appar-
ently belonging to science - just as, moreover, it is in dialogue 
with the natural sciences that faith has learned to understand 
the limits of the scope of its affirmations and thus its own 
specificity.For 60 years now, I have accompanied the path of 
theology, especially biblical studies, and have seen seemingly 
unshakeable theses collapse with the changing generations, 
which turned out to be mere hypotheses: the liberal genera-
tion (Harnack, Jülicher, etc.), the existentialist generation 
(Bultmann, etc.), the Marxist generation. I have seen, and 
see, how, out of the tangle of hypotheses, the reasonableness 
of faith has emerged and is emerging anew. Jesus Christ is 
truly the Way, the Truth, and the Life - and the Church, in all 
her shortcomings, is truly His Body.
     Finally, I humbly ask: pray for me, so that the Lord may 
admit me to the eternal dwellings, despite all my sins and 
shortcomings. For all those entrusted to me, my heartfelt 
prayer goes out day after day.

    ~ Benedictus PP XVI

My Dear Parishioners,

     I want to express my gratitude for all your wishes, cards, 
gifts, prayers, and attention I have received during Christmas 
time. I appreciate them greatly. It’s very heart-warming that 
you think of me and pray for me. I pray for all of you daily, 
blessing all my parishioners. I pray especially for those who 
asked me to pray for all various intentions. As the parish 
family, we bless each other, and that’s what I am so grateful 
for. God bless you.

   Peace and Goodness
  
   Fr. Witold Adamczyk OFMConv.

If you would like a statement of your financial 
contributions for 2022, please contact Christine
in the office at 309-794-0660 or 309-788-3322, or by
email at ricatholicoffice@gmail.com.
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Officers for 2023 Altar and Rosary are: 
Jeri Lauer - President  Mary Snyder - VP
Carol Danek - Sec.  Cecilia Kargl - Treasurer
No meetings will be held months of January and February.
Please consider joining this year so we can continue to 
serve our parish and members as we have for the past 80 
years. Dues are due in March for only $10.00. We need 
YOU to keep us going.

Lectors for January are Carol Hougland at 4 p.m. 
Mass on January 21, and 28, and Eric Young at 10:30 
a.m. Mass. 

Capital Campaign Update: As we approach the 
one-year anniversary of the Honoring Our Past, Secur-
ing Our Future campaign, a huge thanks to all for your 
support! To date, just over $223,000 in payments have 
been received toward the $601,000 that was pledged. 
By the end of the month, all those who have pledged will 
receive a summary of your pledge and payments made to 
date – watch for that in the mail. Also, the planning work 
is continuing for the new HVAC system. Watch for a further 
update on that coming in the spring. Any questions about 
the campaign, please contact Christine at 309-788-3322 
or email ricatholicoffice@gmail.com.

Jan 17 12:10 p.m. Mass - Jenny Hickerson ST. MARY’S

Jan 18 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions ST. MARY’S

  12:10 p.m. Mass - For those in our parish
   unable to attend Mass ST. MARY’S 

Jan 19 12:10 p.m. Mass - Martin Cerda SACRED HEART

Jan 20 11:00 a.m. Adoration & Confessions SACRED HEART

  12:10 p.m. Mass - In honor of Tom 
   Kavanaugh’s birthday SACRED HEART

Jan 21 3:00 p.m. Confessions ST. MARY’S

  4:00 p.m. Mass - Donald Janssen ST. MARY’S 
  5:15 p.m. Mass - For the People of Sacred   
       Heart & St. Mary’s ParishesSACRED HEART

Jan 22 8:30 a.m. - 8:50 a.m. Confessions SACRED HEART 

  9:00 a.m. Mass - Carol Cortesio SACRED HEART

  10:30 a.m. Mass - Jim Fetes ST. MARY’S

mass schedule & more!



Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor
Catholic Diocese of Peoria

January 15, 2023
second sunday in ordinary time

sacred heart & st. mary’s contacts

Sacred Heart                794-0660
2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
shrec@sacredheartri.com           www.sacredheartri.com

Saint Mary’s                       788-3322
2208 4th Avenue, Rock Island, IL. 
stmarysrockisland@gmail.com                  www.stmaryri.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Office Address for Both Parishes: at Sacred Heart:
    2810 5th Avenue, Rock Island, IL.
Christine Coleman, Office Manager

Fr. Witold Adamczyk, OFM Conv., Pastor

Catholic Cemetery 
Calvary Cemetery is our local Catholic Cemetery - 2901 12th 
St., Rock Island, IL 61201-5335. Please call them when 
making arrangements for loved one by contacting them at 
309-788-6197 or via email at info@calvarycemeteryri.com 
or at www.calvarycemeteryri.com.

sacramental celebrations

BAPTISM:  Parents must be registered and doing what is 
within their means to support the parish and be faithful in 
sharing the Sunday Eucharist. A baptismal class is required. 
Godparents must be Confirmed and be practicing Catholics 
and if married, that their marriage is validly recognized by the 
Catholic Church. If you are a Sacred Heart parishioner, con-
tact Chris Mandle. For St. Mary’s parishioners please contact 
Christine in the parish office.

MARRIAGE: Diocesan Policy - Please notify the office at least 
8 months prior to setting the date for your marraige. Requires 
completion of the Diocesan Marriage Preparation Program.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK:  Whenever needed, please 
call the parish office.  Please advise us of persons in the 
hospital, nursing facilities, or homebound.

RECONCILIATION: Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. 
and Saturday: 3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. at St. Mary’s. Friday: 
11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. and Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - 8:50 a.m. 
at Sacred Heart. Also, by appointment.

Thinking of joining the Catholic Church?

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Persons wishing to learn more about the Catholic faith, 

or to join our Catholic community, please contact 
Christine in our parish office at (309) 794-0660 or 
(309) 788-3322 to set up a time with Fr. Witold.

flocknote for sacred heart 
and st. mary’s parishioners!

Get the latest news from Sacred Heart & St. Mary’s with 
Flocknote!  To sign up for FlockNote notifications of Mass 

times and interesting parish information:

Text to the number: 84576
With the message: 123sh (for Sacred Heart)
With the message: 123stm (for St. Mary’s)

Local Catholic News & Events
Get the latest news from our local Catholic parishes and 

groups at www.catholicqc.com

ministry schedules

Ministry schedules including altar servers, EMHC’s, lectors 
are now available to members of that ministry via Flocknote 
and/or email correspondence, and to Sacred Heart 
parishioners on our website.

financial support for our parishes

Financial support for both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
parishes can be accomplished several ways. If you wish to 
receive contribution envelopes are are not currently doing so, 
please contact our parish office immediately.

Please also consider giving online. This allows you to keep 
track of your giving for the year (tax statements) and makes 
bookkeeping easier for the parishes.  If you’re interested in 
this route, please contact the parish offices for more informa-
tion!

remember us

Both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s Parishes have always been 
very appreciative of the generosity of their parishioners.  
We’re often asked how you can remember Sacred Heart in 
your wills, trusts, or via other gifts. It’s important that you
reference the parish as Sacred Heart Roman Catholic 
Congregation of Rock Island, Illinois or St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Congregaton of Rock Island, Illinois.

Food Pantry Weekend is always the 2nd weekend of the 
month at both Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s. We appreciate 
your support of this vital ministry!

sacred heart food pantry

Please let the church office know your new information as 
soon as possible so that we may update our records.

did your contact info change?

A wheelchair is available for any parishioner who needs a 
pick up or drop off at the parking lot. It’s in Good Shepherd 
Vestibule at Sacred Heart and the vestibule at St. Mary’s. 

wheelchair available



additional parish news 
and more!

Keep these parishioners, family members, 
and friends in your prayers: 
Joe Cervantes          Mike Clark John Versluis
Stephanie Smith        Judy Clark Jean Paggen 
Rosa Steinbaugh       Nancy Harlow Carrie Roe
Lois Evans         Angie Conicella  Ron Boland
Peggy Henderson      Dean Christiansen
Rebecca Becker

If you would like to have prayers offered for parishioners, 
family or friends, please contact Christine in the office at 
at (309) 794-0660 or (309) 788-3322 or ricatholicof-
fice@gmail.com. We will publish these names from time 
to time as space allows. It’ll also be important to alert 
Christine in the office if someone’s name should later be 
removed from the list. Thank you in advance to all who 
will be praying for those in need!

ADA Update: As you know, the 2022 ADA is underway 
in our parishes. Thank you to all who have already con-
tributed! With your help, we are getting closer to reaching 
our parish goal. If you have not received a pledge card 
in the mail or have misplaced it, the Diocese of Peo-
ria will be mailing a follow up letter that you may have 
already received. It will include another pledge card and 
a self addressed envelope. Please consider supporting 
our diocesan ministries. If you have already contributed 
and receive this letter in the mail, please disregard it, as 
pledges are often received and processed after a letter is 
assembled and mailed.Currently, we have: 

   Goal  Pledged
 Sacred Heart $26,798 $13,470
 St. Mary’s  $33,178  $13,362
 
If you would like help with a pledge please contact 
Christine in our office at (309) 794-0660 or (309) 
788-3322. You can also go online to contribute at: 
www.cdop.org/offices/development-stewardship/ada

”20 Years of Miracles” Dinner Dance & 
Fundraiser: The Annual Winter Snow Ball Fundraiser 
will be held Saturday, February 4th, 2023 at the Believers 
Together Community Center 3209 60th Street, Moline, 
Il. The Believers Together Center is home for the area 
Cursillo, Teens Encounter Christ, and Special People En-
counter Christ programs, along with Christ the King par-
ish. The evening will include a cash bar, complimentary 
dinner catered by the Philoptochos Society of Assumption 
Greek Church, a “20 Years of Miracles” presentation, a 
silent auction, raffle items, and dancing with music pro-
vided by a D.J.   An opportunity to make a financial gift 

to support the Believers Together Center will be extended 
at the event.   Extend the invitation to a friend or two! Or
host a table for 8 people.This year there is no charge to 
attend, but registration is required.  Please register by 
January 27th. Formal attire is not required. For more in-
formation or to make reservations, you can call the Christ 
the King parish office at: 309-762-4634 ext 202. 

Please help us keep perpetual adoration 
available in the Quad Cities. The Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel at St. Pius X Church, Rock Island, is in 
need of new adorers and substitutes. We have 13 open 
hours:

• Sunday Noon  
• Tuesday 3 am
• Tuesday 5 am thru February  
• Tuesday 4 pm thru February 
• Wednesday 3 and 4 am
• Thursday 4 am

You may start an account at stpiusri.weadorehim.com
or Contact Mindy by texting 563-265-0895 or
Emailing SaintPiusRI@gmail.com

The Catholic Diocese of Peoria is seeking a 
Director of Development. The FULL-TIME position 
involves instituting the Annual Diocesan Appeal along 
with assisting the parishes, schools and institutions across 
the 26 counties of Central Illinois with Stewardship needs.  
Full Benefits available along with Salary commensurate 
with experience. Forward by email a Letter of Introduction 
and Resume to:  humanresources@cdop.org

The Loyola Project: In 1963, at the height of the 
civil rights movement, the Loyola Ramblers of Chicago 
broke racial barriers and changed college basketball 
forever. From award-winning filmmakers Patrick Creadon 
and Christine O’Malley (Wordplay (2006), ESPN’s “30 
for 30” Catholics vs. Convicts (2016), and Taylor Swift: 
Miss Americana (2020)), The Loyola Project reexamines 
this legendary team 60 years later from the perspective of 
former Loyola basketball co-captain, Lucas Williamson.
The Notre Dame Club of the Quad-Cities is offering two 
showings free to the public as follows: January 26, 2023 
– 7:00pm & February 4, 2023 – 3:00pm at St. Am-
brose University Galvin Fine Arts Center, 518 W. Locust 
Street, Davenport, Iowa. The showings will be followed 
by meaningful conversations about the challenges we still 
face today.

• Thursday 5 am
• Thursday Noon 2/3- 3/2
• Friday 3 and 4 am
• Friday Midnight- Sat 1 am
• Saturday 8 am
• Saturday Noon



thank you to all of our amazing sponsors!

Kevin Schoonmaker – Vice President
5301 - 44th Ave Dr., Moline, IL • 309.764.8811
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Win BIG MONEY with Alleman’s 
“Dream Big” Raffle! **BUY EARLY for 
your chance at our Early Bird Drawings!!!
• $10,000 - January 17

• $10,000 - February 17 
• $10,000 - March 17 
• $15,000 - 2nd Place Cash Drawing
• TBD 50/50 Cash Drawing - Last year was $25,000+
• $100,000 Cash Drawing at the Father Mirabelli 
 Heritage Ball on March 25!
Cost of each share is $150.  Only 2,500 shares will
be sold. Purchase your shares today at 
www.allemanhighschool.org/heritage-ball

Alleman forms New School Board! Alleman 
Catholic High School has formed a new local School Board 
that will serve as a consultative body to the Administration. 
Members of our Board include: Adam Bain, Beth Behrends, 

Hon. Sara Darrow (Chair), Fr. Mark DeSutter, Fr. Antonio 
Dittmer, Jeni Hodge-Burkett (Vice-Chair), Jack Kearney, John 
Reynolds, Paul Schmitt, Dr. Greg Schneider, Debbie Schwie-
bert, Lisa Short, Cathie Whiteside, and Amanda Wood. 

The Board is establishing standing committees for academics, 
advancement, Catholic identity, enrollment, facilities, finance, 
governance, and student life, in addition to an executive com-
mittee. We anticipate the involvement of many more talented 
individuals serving on these committees. Since 1949, Alleman 
Catholic High School has worked to develop a faith-lived 
community by exemplifying Gospel values through Catholic 
education.  As we near our 75th year, our commitment to 
forming the future leaders of our communities is unwavering 
and we are excited about the future and the opportunities to 
build on the legacy of Alleman. Updates regarding the Alle-
man School Board can be found at www.allemanhighschool.
org/board.


