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I often like to reflect on the previous Sunday’s gospel as I look ahead to 

the next each week to see if I can find any connection.  Last week, we heard 

about Jesus proclaiming the scriptures for the first time in his hometown.  

Recall that they accepted his message at first, but then rejected it based on, 

well, a few things.  First, they couldn’t accept Jesus’ suggestion that God cares 

about the gentiles as much as the Jews.  Secondly, they couldn’t get past that 

this was Jesus, the mere son of the local carpenter, a manual laborer, who 

couldn’t possibly be more special or dignified than they were.  And thirdly, I 

would submit, because they couldn’t believe the fulfillment of the scriptures 

would be happening in their midst and in their time.  The scriptures Jesus was 

reading were written hundreds of years prior.  I bet they were thinking that 

“Things don’t happen in our lifetime, right?  Miracles and God’s direct calling 

of people are thing of the past.  It’s not happening now”.  Well, before we 

condemn those stubborn folks of two thousand years ago, perhaps we should 

make sure we aren’t guilty of the same type of thinking. 
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Take today’s passage.  Jesus calls his first apostles by getting into their 

boat.  He enters into their domain.  After hearing Him preach He makes a 

suggestion.  They aren’t really keen on doing it, but they try it, maybe just to 

prove Him wrong.  And the result… is an abundance of fish and grace poured 

out upon them.  So much that they are willing to leave everything behind… 

Peter connects the dots; he senses not only the power in Jesus but His 

goodness, His holiness, as well.  What happens when the bright light of 

holiness shines upon us… we see our own imperfections, don’t we?  That dirt 

that we put there or that rubbed off on us when we participated in something 

we shouldn’t have.  You know exactly what I’m talking about, because you 

and I have felt it, haven’t we?  We want to step into the holy light.  We feel the 

attraction, but it also makes us uncomfortable, like maybe we need a shower.  

The good news is… this story in today’s gospel, still happens today.  

Jesus calls us… to be his disciples.  It’s true, He doesn’t walk up to us in his 

humanity and ask to use our boats or cars as a broadcast medium.  But if we 

open our ears and listen and open our eyes and hearts, we’ll recognize His 

presence.   
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Where do we find Him?  He’s closer than we think.  He is here in the 

Scriptures we share at Mass as well as the entire Bible (but I would 

recommend you consider listening to Fr. Mike Schmidt’s Bible in a Year 

podcasts rather than try to tackle it on your own). We have Catholic books, 

radio, television, and more information available on the internet than ever 

before.  And we have the Mass and Sacraments, most especially the Eucharist.  

In every instance, Jesus is calling us.   

So why doesn’t everyone follow Him?  Because they don’t know Him.  

And the secular anti-religious world doesn’t want us to know Him.  The 

popular culture (and sadly, my generation takes some of the blame for this) 

wants us to believe we can save the world with social action without the need 

for God, religion, or its moral teaching.  It professes that unlimited freedom to 

say and do whatever we want is the key to utopia.  And if it doesn’t turn out 

well, it’s because we’re victims.  How’s that working out?   

Look at our world. It’s failing miserably around us.  No wonder so many 

people want to run away from it and live in cyber space, or numb the pain with 

drugs and alcohol, or just give up altogether.   



Firth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle C                                                                                  Deacon Joe Weigel 

 

4                                                                            February 8, 2022 

 

But there is a remedy and we have it.  The message and call of Jesus 

Christ gives us the meaning we desire.  It restores our dignity.  It calls us to be 

true to God and ourselves (who were made in His image).  It asks us to live 

and give as Christ gives.  To forgive… as Christ forgives.  And love… as 

Christ loves us.  As dark the world may seem, Jesus Christ is the one point of 

light that can’t be snuffed out.  And when we let it shine in each of us, it 

becomes a beacon for all the lost.                           

OK, I fibbed a few minutes ago when I said Jesus doesn’t approach us 

and ask to use our possessions as a broadcast medium.  Actually, that’s exactly 

what He does.  And these possessions or gifts that we have, that’s what they 

are there for.  That’s why they were given to us.  We’ve got to let people 

know… the solution to all of our problems will come through Jesus Christ.  If 

we only ask.  We don’t have to go stumbling around and arguing.  He knows 

where the fish are!  He knows what we need.  He is the way.  He’s got the 

truth.  He’s got the life we really desire.  Not the false one presented to us by 

the celebrities and media looking for attention and money, or politicians 

looking for power.  He’s wants to give us peace. 
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So, do we have to work on our holiness first to hear His call?  Well, it 

couldn’t hurt.  But in reality, no, not at all.  In fact, what draws us to holiness, 

is a result of our encounter with the pure light of Christ.  It makes us want to 

cry out like Peter, “get away from me Lord, for I am a sinful person”.  Or as 

Isaiah said in the first reading, “Woe is me for I am unclean. I am unworthy.”  

Or as Paul said in the second reading that he was not fit to be an Apostle of 

which he considered himself the least.  That’s why we have the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, so we can get past all that, with God’s blessing. 

Then we can act on our mission, whatever that is for each one of us.  To 

bring joy to those in grief, comfort to the suffering, and most of all, hope to a 

world that doesn’t have a clue where to find true peace and joy. 

What are you and I specifically called to do?  Well, that’s what we have 

to find out don’t we?  Let’s keep listening to the message.  Let’s pray for 

discernment and the will to live out our mission when we think we’ve figured 

it out.  Let’s encourage each other in the process.  And together let’s bring the 

hope of Jesus Christ to everyone stuck in that chaotic and seemingly hopeless 

world out there.  They don’t know who and what they are missing.  


