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Founded June 7, 1961, by Bishop Hubert M. Newell, the purpose of the     
St. Joseph’s Society is to provide financial assistance to the retired, infirmed, 
and disabled clergy of the Diocese of Cheyenne. Benefits are based upon 
years of ministry, and there is a five-year cliff vesting requirement.

Diocese of Cheyenne
P.O. Box 1468
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1468

a St. Joseph’s Society is a qualified, non-electing, defined benefit church plan.
a The Society is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization by virtue of the group exemption given to the United States Confer- 
ence of Catholic Bishops (group exemption number 0928) and is able to receive tax deductible charitable contributions. 
a The Society is also a Wyoming nonprofit religious corporation and a private juridic person in canon law.
a The Society has 52 members, 38 active and 14 retired. Also, two formers receive benefits. Two of the active priests will 
be eligible for retirement next year.
a The goal is to provide 100 percent of the salary for a priest with 40 years of ministry. Currently, the Society provides 
87.7 percent of the salary of a priest with 40 years of ministry.
a Total monthly benefits paid each month are $30,106. The average monthly benefit is $2,052.  Monthly salary of priest 
with 40 years of service is $2,600.

Important Facts (as of July 1, 2021)

Retired Members
Youngest: 70
Oldest: 92
Average: 80

Active Members
Youngest: 31
Oldest: 69
Average: 53

   If you would like to make a gift, see below or visit: https://dioceseofcheyenne.org/give-to-the-diocese-of-cheyenne

CREDIT CARD DONATION
oPlease charge my St. Joseph’s Society gift of ________

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
Card Number _________________________________________              
Exp. Date ________

Name on Card ________________________________________

CVV Number ____________Today’s Date __________________

Donor Signature 
____________________________________________________
By signing, I authorize the Diocese of Cheyenne to debit/charge 
my account as listed above.

Please accept my gift of:

$500  $100  $50 $25  Other _____

 Cash / Check: 

Make check payable to St. Joseph’s Society

 Credit Card 

Donor information is on the other side.

Thank you for supporting St. Joseph’s Society!

SocietySt Joseph’s



___________________________________________________________________
Name: (circle) Mr. Mrs. Ms. Mr. & Mrs. Rev. Other _____
___________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:
___________________________________________________________________
City: State: Zip
___________________________________________________________________
Phone:
___________________________________________________________________
Email Address:
___________________________________________________________________
Parish Name(s):

 I will commit to 15 minutes of prayer each day.

Donor Information: YES! I want to support St. Joseph’s Society.

Please cut out and mail to: 

St. Joseph’s Society
PO Box 1468
Cheyenne, WY
82003-1468 

Gift information is on the 
other side.

Tips for preparing for retirement and afterward
Esther McGann

individual retirement plan that comes your 
way. Common examples are 403(b)’s and 
401(k)’s. 

5. If you are saving for retirement and your 
children’s college education at the same time, 
put retirement first. 

6. Own your own home if possible. This 
stabilizes your living costs and may give you 
some flexibility to downsize. 

7. Invest in growth, which generally means 
being more aggressive with growth mutual 
funds.  

8. Don’t switch jobs. This suggestion doesn’t 
mean you should “be miserable”—it is 
simply a caution. Be sure you know what 
happens to any accumulated pension bene-
fits if you leave your current company. Can 
you roll them over? Are you fully vested? If 
you hate the new job and want to return to 
the old company, how does that affect your 
retirement savings, if at all. 

More than just finances

Retirement offers the opportunity to “get 
things in order.” Things? By “things,” I 
mean documents and filing and filing and 
tedious boring tasks. Don’t whine, just get 
to work. Ask yourself the following ques-
tions: Is my will or trust in order and up to 
date? Are my powers of attorney up to date? 
Is my Advanced Directive up to date? Are 
the beneficiary designations on any of my 

Someone asked a well-known financial 
planner how much money is needed 

in retirement, the financial planner an-
swered. “PLENTY!” Cute, but not very 
helpful. There are no absolute answers. 
My hope is to provide some guidance 
and suggestions to clear the path to 
retirement. 

1. How much money will you need? 
Estimate this amount starting with your 
current and constant expenses such as 
food, utilities, insurance, charities, gifts, 
pets, and emergency fund. Helpful 
websites include: www.360financial-
literacy.org (this is a rich resource no 
matter your age or circumstance) and 
www.everydaycheapskate.com (this site 
offers money-saving tips).

2. Find out how much you will receive 
from Social Security when you start 
taking your benefits. Social Security 
benefits are tied to the consumer price 
index and will rise with inflation, but 
not perfectly! 

3. Save enough money to offset the 
decline in purchasing power caused by 
inflation. Acquiring extra savings may 
be less of a struggle than you think. If 
you are working and get a raise, then 
increase the amount you’re saving.  

4. Take advantage of every tax-de-
ductible, tax-deferred employer or 

I have been a member of St. Joseph’s 
Society for a little more than nine 
years, and I am serving my second 

term on the board. Because our diocese 
is small, we priests know each other 
well. I am aware of the stories about 
how priests have benefited from the 
generosity of the people of the Diocese 
of Cheyenne. 

Most of the priests in the St. Joseph’s 
Society would have a similar experi-
ence of service to and knowledge of 
the Society, particularly those who 
have served as board members. I have a 
rather unique experience that none of 
my brother priests in the Society have 
had. My dad, Father Pat Shea, also was 
a member of St. Joseph’s Society. 

For those of you who are not familiar 
with our story, my dad entered the 
seminary following my mom’s death. 
After retiring from a career as a chem-
ical engineer, he entered the seminary 
and studied to serve in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne. At the tender age of 68, he 
was ordained a priest, and he served 
parishes across the diocese for more 
than twenty years. 

As my dad aged, he was not willing to 
give up the life of a parish priest. To 
say that he could be stubborn may be 
considered an understatement to those 
who knew him well (even many who 
did not know him well might agree). 
Even in his late 80s, he was a vital man 
whose dream was to pass away in the 
presider’s chair on his 100th birthday 
after communion. 

He was, however, slowing down, and it 
had become difficult for him to work 
a full-time job and live alone. So, I 
moved to Lusk to live with him and 

help him at the parish. We had four 
wonderful years there together during 
which time I heeded the call to the 
priesthood and began, or I should say 
continued, my journey of formation. I 
was accepted by the Diocese of Chey-
enne as a seminarian and was to begin 
in the fall of 2008 after one more year 
with my dad in the parish. 

The Lord, however, had a different 
plan for the two of us. Dad’s dream 
of serving the parish until he was 100 
ended when he fell, one night, due to 
atrial fibrillation that had not yet been 
discovered. Complications of that fall 
caused him to be a partial quadriple-
gic. Monthly funds from the Society 
helped my family and me to care for 
him in a dignified way. My dad spent 
time in three hospitals and two skilled 
nursing facilities before we were able to 
move him into my brother and sis-
ter-in-law’s house in Kansas City. My 
brother then retired so that he could be 

Reverend Louis Shea, Pastor, St. Margaret, Riverton; St. Edward, Kinnear; Our Lady of the 
Woods, Dubois; St. Joseph, Shoshoni retirement plans or IRA’s and insurance policies 

up to date?

Imagine a loved one walking into your home 
after your death, wondering where to begin and 
then remembering to look in the linen closet or 
under the workbench in the garage or anywhere! 
Then, imagine the relief they experience when 
they find a box full of files and directions. 

Don’t forget the directions!

My husband and I have a file labeled: “When We 
Die.” In the file is a checklist. Family members 
know to look in the top drawer of the short tan 
file cabinet, labeled ESTATE STUFF, in the 
upstairs bedroom “When We Die” offers the 
comfort of a checklist. It starts with:

PCall the priest.

PCall the mortuary.

PCall Social Security.  

PCall the Post Office and the credit card     
companies and friends (make a list).

PHere are the passwords you will need. 

Esther McGann is a member of Saint Paul’s Newman 
Center Parish, Laramie. She obtained an MBA from 
the University of Wyoming and served as a planned 
giving officer at the UW Foundation for 15 years. 
She then opened a private practice. Esther is a mem-
ber of the National Association of Personal Financial 
Advisors, the Financial Planning Association, and the 
Southeast Wyoming Estate Planning Council. 

St. Joseph’s Society provides clergy a dignified retirement

dad’s primary caregiver, and I could 
go to the seminary. 

My dad lived two years and four 
months after his fall, knowing that 
thanks to St. Joseph’s Society, he 
was not a burden. And, indeed, 
he was not a burden; he still could 
celebrate Mass with help, but more 
important than that was the coun-
sel that he gave. Many health care 
workers took their breaks in his 
room, and home health workers 
spent extra time with that man who 
could barely move his fingers, but 
had the strength, love, and forgive-
ness of Jesus Christ. The St. Joseph’s 
Society helped to make that minis-
try possible. 

It is a comfort to know that we 
priests, in the Diocese of Cheyenne, 
have benefits from St. Joseph’s Soci-
ety to help support us in a dignified 
way in our retirement years.

Pictured above (left to right) are Father Louis Shea, Father Evan Patrick 
“Pat” Shea, holding his grandson Evan Patrick Degnan on the day of his 
baptism, as two children look on. (Photo-circa 1989-courtesy of Father 
Louis Shea)


