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+Our dear Friends,  

 
If you look carefully at this statue of St. Joseph which presides over our narrow 

second-floor passageway known (most appropriately) as “St. Joseph’s”, you might 
notice that he carries something more than the Holy Child and a blossoming staff. 
From the very first days of our Roswell foundation, a tiny rolled-up piece of paper has 
been taped to his right hand. This scroll has always borne a handwritten plea 
corresponding to the most urgent need of the present moment: “St. Joseph, please grant 
us vocations.” “St. Joseph, please find a freshwater well on our property.” “St. Joseph, 
please provide the means to finish the construction of our chapel.” Every intention is 
graciously answered – albeit according to St. Joseph’s timeframe and not our own! – 
but unfailing trust in this great saint’s powerful intercession has always been a hallmark 
of our community’s devotional life. 

So it was with gladness and joy that we welcomed the news that our Holy 
Father had declared the coming year (December 8, 2020 – December 8, 2021) to be the “Year of St. Joseph”. Together 
we discussed ways that we might, as a community, deepen our love of St. Joseph. Singing his traditional litany each 
day was immediately and unanimously declared a non-negotiable. But when you love someone as much as we love St. 
Joseph, you realize there is so much more to say about him (and to him) than is commonly found in standard prayer 
books.Thus did Mother Abbess’ own prayer bring to birth a kind of “homemade litany to St. Joseph.” This little litany, 
which highlights many otherwise-overlooked virtues of St. Joseph, has quickly taken root and grown steadily in our 
hearts.  

As we look back upon the events that have transpired since our last newsletter, it is evident that St. Joseph has 
already been quietly at work answering many of this homemade litany’s invocations – for instance,“St. Joseph, teach us 
your absolute trust in Divine Providence.” When our devoted chaplain, Father Paul Juniet, O.F.M., retired at the end of 
July 2020, we turned to St. Joseph immediately, daily asking him to send us a “good and holy chaplain”. A long story 
of numerous phone calls, inquiries, and begging requests might well have been much longer, but the powerful 
intercession of St. Joseph cut it blessedly short when, on AUGUST 5, our petition was answered in the person of 
Father Pio Maria, C.F.R. After a few of our inquiries reached the generous hearts of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal, a phone call from this dear friar revealed that he was presently between assignments, and might be able to 
serve as our chaplain for August. Soon after his arrival, we discovered Father’s deep love for all things Marian and 
Franciscan, and his skill as a teacher. Much to our delight, as SEPTEMBER approached, Father’s superior graciously 
extended his permission for him to continue serving as our temporary chaplain. Subsequent extensions for each month 
after that have found us rejoicing anew that St. Joseph has been so generous in his answer to our heartfelt prayers. 
Absolute trust in Divine Providence certainly does bring its rewards!  

Father Pio Maria also showed himself a worthy instrument in St. Joseph’s capable hands in answering another 
of our petitions,“St. Joseph, share with us the purity of your love for Mary.” OCTOBER 17 brought a joyous fulfillment 
of this request when our community was consecrated to Mary Immaculate, making us official members of the Militia 
of the Immaculata, founded by St. Maximilian Kolbe. Father Pio Maria’s excellent classes on this great Franciscan 
saint, coupled with Father’s own profound devotion to the Mother of God, had led us to desire this deepening of our 
consecration to her, and he (as an already-enrolled member of the M.I.) was more than happy to help us take this 
memorable step. An unforgettable and uplifting moment it was when we knelt, one by one, at the Communion doors 
after Mass, and heard him say to each Sister in turn, “Receive this holy medal, wear it with faith and venerate it with 
love.” Now Our Lady’s Miraculous Medal shines on the Franciscan Crown rosaries we already wear as a part of our 
Holy Habit, and serves as a reminder to ourselves and to all who see us that we belong entirely to the Immaculata as 
her “possession and property”. 

As our national elections became imminent in NOVEMBER, many world-encompassing intentions turned our 
gaze imploringly once again to the strong protection of Saint Joseph, that “just man” of the Gospel. We asked him 
most earnestly to “teach us to desire true holiness of life,” knowing that true holiness of life is just what will repair the 
moral fabric of our country; and we begged the same favor from his foster Son for all Americans in all-night 
Eucharistic adoration before Election Day. The feast of All Saints was an eloquent reminder of the countless men and 
women who attained that holiness through the ages, and the next day brought even more graces to strengthen our 
resolve when Father Pio Maria celebrated all three Masses allowed to a priest on the Commemoration of All Souls. 
His third Mass was held outdoors, with our small repository altar framed by the backdrop of our burial vault. As 
Father elevated the Sacred Host in the sunlight on that perfect autumn day, it was radiantly clear how the Eucharist is 
our bridge between earth and heaven, between those of us still within the Church Militant and our foundresses who 
have reached our “heavenly foundation”. And hope was revived in our hearts for our suffering nation, as the infinite 
graces of every Holy Mass can work all the miracles we need to attain our goal of becoming “one nation under God, 
with liberty and justice for all”. 

The month of DECEMBER is always spent with Our Lady and St. Joseph, as we prepare our hearts and our 
home for the coming of Jesus. As we asked St. Joseph to “teach us to love holy simplicity” as it was lived in the humble 
setting of the birth of the Son of God in Bethlehem, we were also already preparing remotely for JANUARY’s stellar 
event --the golden jubilee of our Sister Mary Chiara of Our Lady of Light. She had specifically asked that her jubilee 
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days be kept “simple”, but sisterly love can’t help but be a little on the extravagant side when there are fifty years of 
bridal fidelity to celebrate! Our Bishop Peter Baldacchino presided gloriously over the jubilee Mass, yet with his own 
humble simplicity and goodness, which served as a tangible reminder of those virtues embodied by St. Joseph himself. 
Holy simplicity also shone forth in the classes given later that month by Fr. Daniel Cardó, who specializes in the 
thought and teaching of another great Joseph of our times (this one surnamed “Ratzinger”!). Pope Benedict XVI’s style 
of teaching has always been especially loved by us because of the simplicity with which he is able to convey his own 
vast knowledge, and Fr. Daniel has not only profoundly imbibed Pope Benedict’s teachings, but also the clarity and 
simplicity of his manner. His visit was a crowning touch on a month of jubilant rejoicing.  

Saint Joseph was teaching us to work with energy and patience in FEBRUARY when we reluctantly admitted 
that the moment had come to remove the pecan trees in our extended garden area that had been slowly deteriorating 
due to drought and disease. We could only marvel at the energy with which our faithful workman and his crew 
removed the trees, more than a dozen, and then we marveled yet more at the generosity of friends who purchased and 
planted a little grove of baby Afghan pines, which we trust will one day constitute a small forest. We will wait with 
patience for the twenty or thirty years that it is expected to take! We do still have many productive pecan trees in the 
gardens around our monastery, and can hope for plentiful pecan harvests in the years ahead. 

The month of MARCH always brings a reflowering to our hearts through the intense prayer and spiritual focus 
of Lent. Laetare Sunday, the day on which the Church relaxes our Lenten observance a bit, fell during the novena 
before St. Joseph’s solemnity, and he was happy to oblige us in our request for him to “share with us the holy mirth of 
your family life.” Although rose was the predominant liturgical color of the day, our recreation that night was decidedly 
green, as we anticipated the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day with our annual “gala”. Irish poetry, fiddle music, and 
unforgettable (and therefore indescribable) solo acts of various types filled the evening, along with a more-than-usual 
amount of holy (we hope) mirth. Even sweeping up shamrock confetti afterward was a joyous occupation as we 
thanked St. Joseph for the family life we enjoy in the monastery, a life marked often by the laughter which surely must 
also have characterized the happy home in Nazareth. The happiness of our monastic home was deepened in mid-
March when we welcomed two loved Sisters from Bendigo, Australia, whose own monastery was closing, into our 
community. They are now very much a part of our monastic family, learning the ins and outs of our everyday life, 
endearing themselves to our hearts more and more with each new day.  

The arrival of Holy Week means for Poor Clares a total immersion in the final days of Our Lord’s life on earth, 
and as we united ourselves more closely to His sufferings, we prayed that St. Joseph would “nurture in us a life of prayer 
hidden with Christ in God.” Father Pio Maria’s insightful homilies surely helped this nurturing, as did the deeply 
prayerful liturgies of the Sacred Triduum. We experienced the “Lumen Christi” as never before, when the Easter Vigil 
on Holy Saturday began with us gathered once again in front of our burial vault, this time in the dark of night. As the 
new Easter fire flickered before us, Father prepared and lit the Paschal candle, and our subsequent procession back into 
choir and then through salvation history via the Scripture readings left us all in heartfelt agreement that this year’s Vigil 
had been the most beautiful and prayerful ever. It was the perfect preparation for the silver jubilee celebration of our 
dear Sister Marie Ancelle on Easter Thursday, APRIL 8. Overshadowed a little by our community’s sudden foray into 
the hitherto-unexplored land of Covid (from which we thankfully have now returned, all safe and more-or-less sound), 
her celebrations were nevertheless most joyful and filled with gratitude for her twenty-five faithful years of Poor Clare 
living.  

“St. Joseph, teach us your fidelity to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit.” Our devotions in honor of Our Lady’s 
month of MAY beautifully coincided with the solemn novena in preparation for Pentecost, and both were perfect 
settings for the entrance day of Aspirant Emily on May 15, as she responded wholeheartedly to the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit in her life. Fr. Ivan Torres, ordained in June 2020 for our diocese and accompanied by our prayers during 
his years of priestly formation, was present at the enclosure doors to give Emily a blessing upon this new chapter 
opening before her. Having freshly come from another momentous event in Church history – the graduation ceremony 
of our local Catholic school’s kindergarten class – Fr. Ivan drew many parallels between their anticipation of the joys 
and difficulties of entering first grade and Emily’s first steps into the new world of the cloister.  

“St. Joseph, share with us the intensity of your love for Jesus.” The intense love of Jesus is always foremost in our 
minds as we look toward the feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in JUNE, but especially this year as that blessed 
day of rejoicing in the infinite love of our Lord will also mark the silver anniversary of Profession of our Sister Maria 
Consolata of the Blessed Passion. Her family hopes to travel all the way from El Salvador (including her dear mother, 
eighty-nine years young) to make our sister’s joy complete, and to join in our thanksgiving for her own intensity of love 
for the Heart of Jesus over twenty-five years of grace. 

A jubilee is a wonderful milestone for all of us on our pilgrimage through life. Every pilgrim (especially St. 
Joseph) knows experientially that the pilgrim’s way is always marked with twists and turns in the road, unforeseen 
surprises. After this past year’s Covid lockdown and all its consequences have given us more than one year’s quota of 
twists and turns, we now look forward to celebrating our AUGUST novena with the restrictions on our chapel 
attendance at last removed.With that happy anticipation lighting our way, we walk with you, our dear Friends, toward 
the Father’s house, looking to the day when we will be welcomed into the loving embrace of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
And we trust that our dear St. Joseph will, as patron of a happy death, take the little scroll of our lives and unroll it to 
read our final petition:  “St. Joseph, accompany us on our pilgrimage to the Father’s House,” and, as he always does, 
answer with graciousness and joy. 

Gratefully and devotedly, in our Mother St. Clare, 


