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1. Summary of large group discussion Liturgies of Word and Eucharist were noted 
as constant sources of inspiration for parish life (“miracle plus community”). 
Pressing needs are a) much greater attention to youth (liturgical music, 
mentoring) and b) increased interaction of clergy and laity churchwide (e.g., 
social justice, ecumenical relations). 

2. Special note of any sharing outside of the large group Men’s’ Bible Study 
emphasized need for increased listening to believers’ experiences as well as 
collaborative interaction by laity and clergy for social justice. Seniors at Callista 
Court emphasized importance of parish involvement (including financial 
support) and need for developing youth involvement. 

3. Total number of participants 146 persons in 6 sessions. 

4. Were there any especially noteworthy groups present or absent? Present: 
Men’s’ Bible Study, senior parishioners at Callista Court, confirmands and 
parents 

5. What was most significant about the whole experience? The power and 
enjoyment of faith-sharing conversation was repeatedly emphasized. Time 
passed quickly as heartfelt engagement of persons (without obvious judgment) 
was appreciated 
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6. What tensions or disagreements arose? Strongest tensions included these 
three polarities. 1a) the stability and conviction of Catholic doctrine and 1b) 
the facts and beauty of diverse lifestyles. 2a) the enduring stable legacy of past 
generations and 2b) the intensity of differences between persons in the 
current generation. 3) a limping collaboration currently exists between a) 
clergy and b) laity. 

7. Which points of view resonated with the gathering, or were mentioned in 
passing but noteworthy? 1. Across groups (but more often among youth), 
persons felt guilty when they didn’t know enough Catholic teaching or felt 
inadequate to the demands of striving for holiness. This alienated persons 
from Catholic faith. 2. Faith in action is a constant attraction to Catholic faith 
because it produces the power of Catholic community and care for persons in 
need. 3. Clerical leadership (especially parish pastors) affects believers and 
unbelievers greatly and often. 4. Women’s voices are increasingly heard in 
parish churches and the larger Church; this is a good and essential trend. 

8. How has the Holy Spirit inspired the community in the path of communion, 
participation and mission? The process of dialog and discussion rooted in 
prayer produced very animated and engaging faith-sharing. Persons stood on 
parish-based “holy ground” in a way that was different from their everyday 
communication as well as a complement to sacramental participation. 

9. What dreams for the Church were expressed in the gathering? It would be a 
nightmare if the synodal process was a one-shot deal that concluded with 
laity’s voices being returned to diminished status. It would be a dream if the 
Catholic community learned to listen, to lead, and to serve all persons with 
more obvious love and less obvious judgment (“open hearts”). 


