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Follow us on Social Media! 

Sacraments: 
Masses: Sat. 4:30pm; Sun. 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 5:00 PM 

Confession: Sat. 3:00-3:30 PM 

Call the Office for Information on receiving the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation,  Matrimony, 
Sacrament of the Sick and  Homebound Visits.   

508-234-5656 

St Patricks Parish 
Whitinsville 

Weekend  of   Jan.   7 -  8 
 

Sat       4:30 PM    +   Joy Cronin   

                                   By Dan and Louise Cronin 
                                

Sun. .   8:00 AM    +   Charles Fernandez 

            By Ed and Sue Flamand 

          10:00 AM     +  Francis Hanam 

           By Aileen Lemoine 
                        

            5:00 PM     +  People of St. Patrick 

Week of   Jan.   9-13 

Mon.     8:30 AM    +   Lewis Buxton (40th Anniv.) 

                                    By his Son 

Tues.    8:30 AM    +   People of St. Patrick Parish 

Wed.    4:30 PM    +   People of St. Patrick Parish 

Thurs., Fri.                  No Mass 

Weekend  of   Jan.   14 -15 
 

Sat       4:30 PM    +   Richard Sirard 

           By his Son, Tom 
                                

Sun. .   8:00 AM    +   Mike & Betty Feen 

                                    By their Family 

          10:00 AM     +  Aline Desjardin & Eileen Busque 

                       By Richard & Aline Desjardin 

            5:00 PM     +  Leon Dumais 

           By Eileen Dumais 

LIVE STREAM MASS SCHEDULE:  
           Saturday:     4:30 PM  
             Sunday:    10:00 AM, 5:00 PM 

  

Cable: NCTV 191 & 192  
 

 Mon:  12:00 Noon,  
Wed. 8:00 AM, Sat: 8:00 AM 

 
 

      

     Rectory Phone:        508-234-5656                        Rectory Fax:     508-234-6845  

     Religious Ed. Phone:        508-234-3511                Parish Website: www.mystpatricks.com 

The Mass book is open for the months January-March. If you 
would like to book a mass in memory of a loved one, please call 
the rectory at 508-234-5656. The stipend for the Mass is $10.00. 

Mass schedule 

Parish Staff 

Volunteer Support   

         7 EAST STREET   
WHITINSVILLE, MA 01588    

Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM;  Closed Fridays 

If school is cancelled due to weather conditions there will 
be no Mass on that day. 

mailto:Allison@mystpatricks.com
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Reflections :   

     Happy 2023!  Happy Epiphany!!  My dad always called the feast of the Epiphany 

“Little Christmas”.  Over the years, as I prepare lessons for Epiphany for different age 

levels, I learn more and more about the story of the Wise Men.  Right now, the 

Christmas pageant is still fresh in my mind, and I hear “our Wise Men” saying in 

perfect synch “Where is he, who is born, King of the Jews”.  That took weeks of 

practicing to get done.  

     It fascinates me to read about the prophesies of Jesus in the Old Testament.  Just a few of the 

books the prophesies are in are Daniel, Numbers, Isaiah and Micah.  

     The book of Micah was written about 700 years before Jesus was born.  Yet in Micah 5:2 he 

writes “The Lord says Bethlehem Ephrathah you are one of the smallest towns in Judea, but out of 

you I will bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line goes back to ancient times.”  Micah knows that 

the Messiah will be born in this little backwater village to this poor couple. This was not the way 

anyone thought the King of the Jews would come.  

     The Wise Men came from the East to see the newborn King.  I found they would have traveled 

somewhere between 500-800 miles on the back of a camel, and it would have taken about 4-5 

months to get there.  This is not the family vacation in the car where you count how many states you 

can find license plates from!  These men who were professors and scholars were willing to make 

this dangerous trek all for this baby.  

     When the Wise Men finally made it to Jesus they bowed down before him.  They were not 

looking for this poor couple to give them praise and admiration for the travel they had 

done.  Instead, they lowered themselves to worship Jesus.  They lay before Jesus precious gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  The gold was for his kingship, the frankincense to represent him 

being a priest.  The myrrh was an oil used for anointing dead bodies.  I read an article that stated, 

“embalming oil doesn’t usually make it on the average parent to be shower gift wish list!”  

     The myrrh was to show this baby was born to die.  The fulfillment of his life would be his death 

and resurrection.  Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies.  When my son was 

just a month old someone told me there were a lot of boys being born which meant in 18 years there 

would be a great war.  I clearly remember looking at this little innocent baby in my arms and feeling 

horror and not my son, my baby. I cannot imagine what Mary felt when this gift was given.   

Two thousand years later no one person has done more for this world than Jesus. It is our time to 
worship him, to praise him and to pray to him and all without traveling 500 miles. 
 
                                                                                                                        - Aileen 

Some Recent Facebook Posts by Fr. Tomasz   
 

Loving one another is possible. You can practice it because you are created in God’s image. God id love. :) 
 

Happy New  Year 2023! The most important days of our lives are those we do not know yet; the days ahead. :) 
 

Love always seeks and will the good of the other. No other version is acceptable.  :) 
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Our Lady of the Valley Regional School Update 
 

     Welcome to the OLV update, a biweekly entry to your parish bulletin. Here 

we will post news and information regarding Our Lady of the Valley Regional 

School, the wonderful Catholic elementary school and middle school academy 

located in the Blackstone Valley, sponsored and supported by St. Mary Parish, 

St. Patrick Parish and St. Peter Parish. We are blessed to have your prayers and support!  

     On January 29th, Our Lady of the Valley School will hold an Open House from noon until two 

p.m. to kick off Catholic Schools Week. This is an opportunity for prospective students and their fam-

ilies to tour the school, to meet staff and students and to learn about the outstanding faith-based, 

academically rigorous Catholic education offered at OLV.  We hope that all of our friends and sup-

porters will spread the word about this great opportunity to experience OLV and to get a sense of 

our school's charism.  Please invite any friends or family members with school aged children to visit 

Our Lady of the Valley Regional School on Sunday, January 29th. All are welcome!    

     Open House and Catholic Schools Week provide us with the chance to proclaim and to celebrate 

the blessings of a Catholic education. While we are extremely proud of our academic, athletic and 

artistic programs, faith formation remains the most important reason to choose a Catholic education. 

And while recent NAEP Testing indicates that "if Catholic schools were a state, they'd be the highest 

performing in the nation," we are prouder still to be institutions that reflect the light of Christ upon our 

students on a daily basis. And we are very grateful to the Catholic community throughout the Lower 

Blackstone Valley for all that they do to support our growing school. 

     God bless you and yours! 

                                                                                             Ed Reynolds, Principal 

 

Loved at home. Loved at school. Loved by God.    

Lessons and Carols  

Sunday , Jan. 8th, 2:00 PM  

 In the Church 

Don’t miss this moving program  

of  readings and music presented 

again this year in our church. It is an 

extra special tribute and gift to us for 

the Christmas Season.             

 All are welcome! 
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      Let Us Pray for Those in the Service  

Almighty God, we stand before you asking for your divine mercy and protection.  Embrace with your 

invincible armor our loved ones in all branches of the service. Give them courage and strength against all 

enemies both spiritual and physical and hasten their safe journey back to their homes and families. Amen 

Please remember the following service personnel in your prayers as they serve and protect our country: 

 

  L.Cpl. Aaron Marshall, Okinawa, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower,  U.S. Army, L.Cpl. Troy Monteville, Stateside, 

Ensign LTJG Robert McKenzie Baker USCB Base Miami Beach,  Capt. Jason Jordan, US Army, So. Korea,  

Nicole DeFazio, Deployed USS Normandy CG60, Lt. Col. Josh Robinson, US Marines 

OPEN HOUSE 

     Our Lady of the Valley Regional School will 

hold an Open House on January 29th from 

noon until two p.m. Our Lady of the Valley is an 

outstanding, faith based elementary school and 

middle school academy educating students in 

grades PreK3 through eight. Located at 75 

Mendon Street in Uxbridge, Our Lady of the 

Valley is a growing Catholic school featuring 

new and improved facilities, outstanding  

academic, athletic and artistic programs and an 

atmosphere of excellence firmly rooted in  

Catholic tradition and aspiring to peace, love and justice. At Our Lady of the Valley Regional School, 

every student learns that they are: Loved at home. Loved at school. Loved by God. All interested 

students and families are welcome on January 29th to tour our school buildings, to meet our faculty 

and students and to learn more about our wonderful school community.  

Sunday, January 29th 
Noon until Two 

A Reflection on the Epiphany of the Lord, written by Br. John-Marmion Villa  
 

Star of Wonder, Star of Light 

     There is a story of an astronomy professor who was enthusiastically discoursing in a planetarium about the marvels of the known 

universe. Noticing an unpretentious priest who had joined his group of students, the professor asked him, “What do your Scriptures 

say about cosmic space and its myriad stars?” 

      Instead of giving a direct answer, the priest, in turn, posed a question, “Tell me, Professor,” he said, “do you think that science will 

invent still more powerful telescopes to see farther into the universe?” 

     “Of course! Progress is possible, and science will always be perfecting its instruments for exploring outer space!” replied the pro-

fessor. 

      “There is hope, then, that one day you will have developed the necessary technology that can show all that there is in the cosmos, 

even down to the last detail?” 

      “Well, that would be impossible … The cosmos is infinite,” replied the professor. 

      “So, there is a limit to science?” 

      “In that sense, there is.” 

     “Well, Professor,” said the priest, “where your science comes to a full stop, ours begins; and that is what our Scriptures tell of. 

Continued on page 7... 
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Upcoming Second Collections:   

Jan. 8: Catholic University 

Jan. 15: Utilities    Jan. 22: Heating 

Jan. 29: Audio/Visual Ministry 

Feb. 5: Latin America 

To Give a Contribution: 
 
Text the word mystpatricks to the number 508-475-5725 and it 
will bring you to the link to donate.  
 
 
Scan this QR Code with your  
phone and it will bring you to  
our giving link. 

          
 OR: For VENMO accounts, search business for:   
 
 
 

OR: For PAYPAL search @StPatricksParish. 
 
 
Also, please consider St. Patrick Parish for a Charitable Bequest 
as part of your estate planning.          

Cemetery Price Increase 
Effective 1/1/2023 the price to purchase cemetery lots will be in-

creasing: 
 Single Full Burial Grave lots and Double Burial Cremation lot 

prices will be increasing to $1,800.00 from $1,500.00. 
Please contact Allison at the Office or Jack at the Cemetery if you 
would like to purchase a lot before the increase. A payment plan 

of 1 year is available and we also do take credit cards.  

                    Food Pantry Needs for January 
 

Please consider donating to those who need our help.  

These items are particularly need this month: 

 
 
 
 

Clorox / Lysol wipes 

shampoo 

toothpaste 

tooth brushes 

deodorant 

toilet paper 

paper towels 

laundry soap 

dish soap 

hand soap 

Thank you for your continuing support! 

December ‘22/January ‘23   

   
Need $ 

 
Received $ 

Weekly $ 
Difference 

Year to Date 
Difference $ 

12/18 $8,700 $ 8,536 - $    164 -$11,169 

12/25 $8,700 $ 8,769 + $     69 -$11,100 

1/1 $8,700 $11,746 + $3,046 - $ 8,054 

1/8     

1/15      

1/22      

1/29     

Donated items can be 
placed in the boxes at the 
entrances to the church. 
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Star of Wonder, Star of Light  -  continued from page 5 
 

     We sing the song about the Three Wise Men who follow the ‘star of wonder ... 

westward leading’ to Bethlehem. We see images of the three men in  

Nativity scenes holding their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We can even 

be deeply moved at modern movie depictions of the birth of Jesus and the arrival 

of these Magi from the East. What did they come to see? 

 

     Quite literally, they saw parents with their firstborn in an animal stable. Or 

from another perspective, they were stargazers who saw a remarkable anomaly 

in the night sky and felt compelled to make a long journey on a hunch. 

 

     But is this all they saw? And was their journey worth the effort? 

 

     I like to think that the Wise Men saw a mystery unfold before them, and rather than rush to solve or explain it, they simply beheld it. 

Of course, they had seen stars before, and they certainly had seen newborn babies before, but something within them knew that there 

was something different going on here with the stars and the baby. They intuited that the connection here was no mere happenstance 

or coincidence. They realized that they had stumbled onto a mystery — a delightful one at that — that led them on a journey on which 

they would be forever changed, evidenced in the homage that they gave to the Christ Child upon meeting him. 

 

     I wish I could have been privy to the conversations that the Wise Men had among themselves, or even with the Holy Family. I’ve 

often wondered how they would have tried to explain their amazing journey to parents who were surprised at their unexpected arrival. 

 

     This central kernel of Christianity — that of the Incarnation, God becoming man — is a mystery, one to be beheld with awe and 

amazement, just like the Wise Men experienced on that short visit. But for us, that sense of awe and amazement need not disappear 

after all the Christmas gifts have been opened and all the holiday parties attended. This sense of awe and amazement could be a 

regular disposition in our lives when we take the time to ponder the mystery of the Person of Jesus even throughout the year. The 

story of the Epiphany is about the Wise Men’s encounter with the mystery of the Christ Child that can be ours every day when we 

make time for quiet prayer as a regular habit in our lives. 

 

     The Wise Men beheld a mystery that night. In return, that mystery of the Incarnate God — Jesus — probably smiled back at them, 

which only confirmed the hunch that their journey was not in vain, that they indeed found what they came to seek. From the encoun-

ter, I’m sure they’d spend the rest of their lives trying to explain to themselves and others what happened on that journey when, at 

night, a star led them to a baby. 

 
 

Teach me to seek You. 
I cannot seek You unless You teach me 
or find You unless You show Yourself to me. 
Let me seek You in my desire, 
let me desire You in my seeking. 
Let me find You by loving You, 
let me love You when I find You. 
Amen 

O my God, teach my heart where and how to seek You, 
where and how to find You. 
You are my God and You are my all and I have never seen You. 
You have made me and remade me, 
You have bestowed on me all the good things I possess, 
Still I do not know You. 
I have not yet done that for which I was made. 

Prayer of St Anselm 
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