
St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church 

5402 Acorn Street, Houston, Texas 77092 
 

Pastor 

Father Tom Wells, MA, MDiv. 

713 681-3580 (Office), Pastor@StJohnChrysostom.com 

Deacon Dave Dominguez, DeaconDave@StJohnChrysostom.com  

Deacon Andrew Veres 281-250-4329 (cell) 

Bulletin Submissions: Bulletin@StJohnChrysostom.com 

Confessions 8:15 AM to 9:00 AM Sundays or Upon Request 

On the web: www.stjohnchrysostom.com, on Facebook and Instagram 

Live Streaming: www.youtube.com/c/StJohnChrysostomByzantineCatholicHouston 
 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers for the altar for today’s Divine Liturgy are donated by  

SimplyBeautifulFlorist.com, 14520 Memorial Dr.  

Call 281 558-0333 or email Sbflowers101@gmail.com  
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Bulletin for August 31st & September 7th 2025 
 

Sunday, August 31st 

12th Sunday After Pentecost 

1 Cor 15:1-11; Mt 19:16-

26; Tone 3 

Divine Liturgy (S, H), 10 AM 

 

 

Sunday, September 7th  

Sunday Before the Exaltation of 

the Cross  

Gal 6:11-18; Jn 3:13-17; 

Tone 4 

Divine Liturgy (S, H), 10 AM 

Monday, September 8th  

Birth of the Theotokos 

Phil 2:5-11; Lk 10:38-42 

& 11:27-28; Tone 4 

Divine Liturgy 6 PM 

Solemn 

Sunday, September 14th 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

1 Cor 1:18-24; Jn 19:6-

11.13-21.25-27.30-35; 

Tone 5 

Divine Liturgy (S, H), 10 AM 

Sunday, September 21st  

Sunday After the Exaltation of 

the Cross 

Gal 2:16-20; Mk 8:34-9:1; 

Tone 6 

Divine Liturgy (S, H), 10 AM 

Sunday, September 28th  

16th Sunday After Pentecost 

2 Cor 6:1-10; Lk 5:1-11; 

Tone 7 

Divine Liturgy (S, H), 10 AM 

Sunday, October 5th  

17th Sunday After Pentecost 

2 Cor 6:16-7:1; Lk 6:31-

36; Tone 8 

Divine Liturgy (S, H), 10 AM 

 (S) Streamed. (O) Obligation.  (H) Third Hour at 9:30 AM (M) Matins 9:00 AM 
 

 

 

Pray for our Sick & Homebound 
Barbara Veres, Bill Torma, Elizabeth Van Den Heuvel, Leslie Bohannon, Kathryn 

Kowalik, Marianne Oprisko, Malak Bakkal, Sr. Sandy Atha, Ted & Pat Bojczuk, 

Margaret Hays, Michael & Brenda Rosko 

 

New to St. John? 
Please go to www.stjohnchrysostom.com & click Register.  

We will keep you informed of events in the life of the parish. 

 

Welcome to our Guests and Visitors! 
A warm welcome to our guests and visitors.  Please join us for fellowship and  

refreshments in the social hall after Divine Liturgy today. 
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The Beginning of the Liturgical Year 
Among the ancient Mediterranean cultures, it was common to begin a new year in the 

autumn, with the end of the previous year's harvest. The civil year of the Byzantine 

(Eastern Roman) Empire began in September, and September 1, the first day of the civil 

year, also called the "Indiction", became the first day of the Church's year as well. 
 

A Pre-Festive Day 
September 7 is a pre-festive day - a day which prepares us for an upcoming feast. These 

days usually have a special "pre-festive" troparion and kontakion at the Divine Liturgy, 

which are combined with the ordinary Sunday or weekday hymns.  

 

In the pre-festive hymns, you will sometimes find the word "today" used in a curious 

fashion, in which the feast seems to already be occurring. For example, on September 7 

we sing: 

 

Today is born to us, from the root of Jesse and the loins of David, * Mary, the godly 

child. * Therefore, all creation rejoices and is renewed. * Heaven and earth rejoice 

together. * You families of nations sing her praise. * Joachim is elated and Anna cries 

out in celebration: * The barren woman gives birth to the Theotokos * and the Sustainer 

of our Life. This is intentional, and gives a sense of breathless anticipation to each feast.  
 

The Nativity of the Theotokos 
On September 8, we celebrate the first major feast of the liturgical year: 

the Nativity (birth) of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. This is one of her four 

major feasts in the course of the year. The stories of the feast are taken from extra-

Biblical writings and from the Church's tradition; the hymns of the Liturgy recall the 

longing of her parents, Joachim and Anna, for a child, but also place the Mother of God 

in her full context: as a descendent of King David, and the "cause of our joy." If you 

listen to the troparion and kontakion, you will hear that they are very specific to this 

feast. In contrast, the prokeimenon, Alleluia, Gospel reading, and Communion Hymn are 

used on quite a few feasts of the Mother of God. 

 
The above is taken from https://www.metropolitancantorinstitute.org/liturgy/September.html 

 

 
 

How to sign up for FORMED:  FORMED brings beautiful and faithful 

Catholic content to parishes, families, and individuals. There is something for everyone here: 

award-winning studies and parish programs, inspiring audio content, movies, e-books, and 

family-friendly kids' programming. Led by the Augustine Institute and Ignatius Press, and in 

collaboration with over 100 content providers, this site reaches more than one million 

subscribers worldwide and over 5,000 parishes in 180 dioceses.  There is even a FORMED app 

for your phone.  There is so much to see on FORMED, over 4,000 titles.  I am sure there is 

something on FORMED that you will find helpful and entertaining. Getting access to our 

parish subscription is easy. Go to formed.org/signup and type in “St. John Chrysostom 

Byzantine Catholic Church” and select the parish with our address—5402 Acorn Street 

Houston, TX and follow the rest of the instructions. 

 

Please Remember to Support Your Parish this Summer!  
 

During the summer, collections tend to go down while people are away for vacation. 

Expenses are often higher in summer as the electrical bill increases for cooling. 
 

Sunday Collection 
 

August 17th: $1,589; August 24th: $3,788 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Events Calendar 

Sept 7 

Sunday School Begins!  Immediately after the 10 AM Liturgy. 

Refreshments in the school building for the children. Registration is 

required. No “drop-ins” permitted. Online registration is here: 

https://www.stjohnchrysostom.com/online-registration-1  

Sept 8 Birth of the Theotokos Divine Liturgy – 6 PM  

Sept 14 
Sunday School. Immediately after the 10 AM Liturgy. Refreshments in the 

school building for the children. Registration is required.  

Sept 21 

Catechetical Sunday – Catechist Commissioning & Blessing of 

Children at the 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy. Sunday School to follow, as 

usual, immediately after liturgy. 

Sept 27 Adult Catechesis Class 10:30am -12:15pm 

Sept 28 
Sunday School. Immediately after the 10 AM Liturgy  

Parish-Wide Meeting. In Social Hall after the 10 AM Liturgy 

https://www.metropolitancantorinstitute.org/liturgy/September.html
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/formed.org/signup__;!!KwNVnqRv!BeiSSmm7s-Fw95NsjCgG82uis6bcL2budFciQerHFxnNZ_zqMY5xER14dIYKcRuhKIorro8UGqFjLTjFdE8lJXJYfLI$
https://www.stjohnchrysostom.com/online-registration-1


 

A Moment with the Catechism – The Holy Mysteries 

The Mystery of the Eucharist 
 

431 The Mystery of the Eucharist (Holy Communion) is the third of the Mysteries of 

Christian initiation. In the Eucharist the newly baptized, who was born in Christ and 

filled with the Holy Spirit, receives the communion of the Body and Blood of Christ at 

the holy Eucharistic table. But unlike Baptism and Chrismation, which we receive only 

once, we receive the Mystery of the Eucharist throughout our lives, since it is through 

this Mystery that we grow in the grace received in Baptism and Chrismation—the grace 

to be sons and daughters of God. For this reason, our Church offers Communion to the 

newly baptized. 

 

432 In the Mystery of Holy Communion, Christ gives us his very self, his Body and 

Blood, as nourishment for our growth in the new life. At the Mystical Supper (Last 

Supper) Christ offered himself for us so that we might be able to offer our lives for our 

neighbor, as he offered his life (see Jn 13:34). Receiving Communion in the Lord’s 

Body and Blood, we receive a pledge of life eternal: “Those who eat my flesh and drink 

my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day” (Jn 6:54). Partaking 

of the Body and Blood of Christ, we already have eternal life, the fullness of which will 

be revealed in the glorious second coming of Christ. “For since he bestowed on us his 

own image and his own spirit and we did not guard them, he took himself a share in our 

poor and weak nature, in order that he might cleanse us and make us incorruptible, and 

establish us once more as partakers of his divinity.” 

 

Prayers and Devotions  
Kontakion & Troparion for the Church New Year 
 

O Creator and Master of time and the ages, 

Triune and Merciful God of all:  

grant blessings for the course of this year,  

and in Thy boundless mercy save those who worship Thee and cry 

out in fear:  

“O Savior, grant blessings to all mankind!” 

 

O Creator of the universe,  

Thou didst appoint times by Thy power;  

bless the crown of this year with Thy goodness, O Lord.  

Preserve in safety Thy rulers and cities:  

and through the intercessions of the Theotokos, save us! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the Week – On Genesis 

"Usually, even a non-Christian knows something about the earth, the heavens, and the 

other elements of this world, about the motion and orbit of the stars and even their size 

and relative positions, about the predictable eclipses of the sun and moon, the cycles of 

the years and the seasons, about the kinds of animals, shrubs, stones, and so forth, and 

this knowledge he holds to as being certain from reason and experience. Now, it is a 

disgraceful and dangerous thing for an infidel to hear a Christian, presumably giving the 

meaning of Holy Scripture, talking nonsense on these topics; and we should take all 

means to prevent such an embarrassing situation, in which people show up vast 

ignorance in a Christian and laugh it to scorn. The shame is not so much that an ignorant 

individual is derided, but that people outside the household of faith think our sacred 

writers held such opinions, and, to the great loss of those for whose salvation we toil, the 

writers of our Scripture are criticized and rejected as unlearned men. If they find a 

Christian mistaken in a field which they themselves know well and hear him 

maintaining his foolish opinions about our books, how are they going to believe those 

books in matters concerning the resurrection of the dead, the hope of eternal life, and the 

kingdom of heaven, when they think their pages are full of falsehoods and on facts 

which they themselves have learnt from experience and the light of reason?” 

 - The Literal Meaning of Genesis by St. Augustine 

 

Bulletin Questions, Comments, Suggestions: Bulletin@stjohnchrysostom.com 

Evangelization Corner 
 

Evangelization /ĭ-văn′jə-līz- 
ā′shən″/:  

The proclamation of Christ and 
his Gospel (Greek: evangelion) 
by word and the testimony of 

life, in fulfillment of Christ’s 
command. 

 

“Let your prayer be 
simple. For both the 

publican and the prodigal 
son were reconciled to 

God by a single phrase” 

St. John Climacus 

mailto:Bulletin@stjohnchrysostom.com

