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When the Lord saw [the widow], he had compassion 
on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”  
Most often, our Lord performs a healing in response to 

someone’s faith.  Jesus would often say to those whom He 

cured, “Your faith has healed you” (Mark 10:52). In the case of 

this widow, however, Jesus responded to her solely out of 

compassion. Jesus, as we know, is like us in all ways but sin.  If 

He were to remain unfeeling, or lack compassion toward 

others, that would suggest that He is something other than 

fully human. In raising Lazarus, for example, Jesus was moved 

to tears because Lazarus was His friend. Upon seeing our Lord 

weeping over Lazarus, the Jews said, “See how He loved him”. 

Jesus is moved with a deep compassion for all of us, for 

all of humanity. He knows the condition in which we find 

ourselves as sinners, being subject to death. In His profound 

compassion for us all, Jesus submitted Himself to crucifixion 

for the sake of our salvation.  And so, it should be no surprise 

that Jesus is moved with pity toward the widow and restores 

her only son to her.  Jesus, however, must have had a 

particularly personal feeling of compassion toward this widow. 

How could He not have seen in her His own Mother who 

would soon be without her only Son.  And so, our Lord gave 

the widow’s only son back to her. Later, as Jesus hung on the 

cross, He would give our Lady to the apostle John as his 

mother, and John to her as her son. 

When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he 
loved standing near, he said to his mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, 
“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the 
disciple took her to his own home (Jn 19:26-27). 

Now, our Lord would not have done this if Joseph were 

still alive. Our Blessed Lady was a widow. And He would not 

have done this unless His Mother was poor. Contrary to 

modern, popular belief, widows at that time could own their 

own property, and some where well off. Jesus also would not 
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have done this if He had siblings.1 His siblings would have 

taken their Mother into their homes. And so, Jesus was her 

only child. 

Thus, giving the widow’s son back to her had to have 

been something very personal for Jesus.  How could our Lord 

not have had His own Mother in mind? We see in our Lord 

Jesus, then, tremendous tenderness of heart and sensitivity. 

This compassion of Jesus is extended also to us in a most 

extraordinary way.  

Jesus does not say to His Mother, in His final moments, 

“Woman, John will receive you into his home and take care of 

you”.  He does not say to John, “Take my Mother into your 

home and care for her”.  He says something to them that is 

quite remarkable.   Speaking to His Mother, Jesus says, 

 
1 Hebrew and Aramaic (spoken by Jesus) did not have a word for cousin. 
“Brother” referred not only to siblings, but to cousins and other relatives. 
This practice found its way into the New Testament Greek. When the NT 

“Behold, you son”.  And to John, “Behold, your mother”.  

There is something far greater here than mere practicality, 

something far greater than even a kind of “adoptive Mother 

and Son relationship”.  Knowing far in advance (from the very 

beginning), that He was going to His death, Jesus could have 

made such arrangements ahead of time with the Apostle John 

or someone else.  Instead, He waited until the end, just before 

His death, at the pivotal point in salvation history, in which the 

Lamb of God is being sacrificed for the sins of the world. Here, 

at the foot of the cross, that universal sign of the salvation of 

the human race, there stands Mary.  She is there not simply 

because Jesus is her Son. She is there because she is the 

Mother of our Divine Savior, the Mother of our Salvation. 

“Behold your son”. “Behold your mother”.   Jesus says this, or 

refers to the brothers and sisters of the Lord, it cannot be taken to mean 
his siblings. 
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rather, He reveals this relationship to us at the foot of the 

cross, at the moment of our salvation. How can this mean 

anything other than that our Blessed Lady is our Mother and 

that we are her children. At the foot of the cross, our Lord is 

giving her to us as our Mother and us to her as her children.  

She gave birth to our Divine Savior; therefore, she is the 

Mother of our Salvation.  She is our Mother in a far greater 

way than one of our own flesh and blood.  When we were 

dead in sin, she gave birth to us, she gave us life in the order 

of grace. She is our mother and we are her children because 

she is the Mother of Life, the Mother of the One who is our 

Eternal life. 

In the widow and her only son, we see the love and 

compassion that our Divine Savior has for us. When the 

funeral procession was making its way through the gates of 

the city, Jesus but touches the litter and the bearers at once 

halt. The mere touch of our Lord stops death in its tracks, and 

then, with a single word, “Arise”, the young man arose and 

began to speak. Raising the widow’s son reveals the Lord’s 

compassion for us and that we are to share in the His 

resurrection. 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now 
is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear will live.  […]  Do not marvel at this; 
for the hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice and come forth, those who have 
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who 
have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment (Jn 
5:25–29). 

 
Let us, then, have great confidence in the Lord’s compassion 

for us, and turn to Him with all our heart.  No matter our sins and 

failings, or weaknesses, let us remember that it is not our own 

doing, but by the mercy and compassion of our Lord that He takes 

pity on us and saves us.  And let us turn to our mother through 

whom our Divine Savior has saved us.  She continues to bring Jesus 

to us in the order grace.  Our mother looks with pity, with eyes of 
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tenderness, upon us sinners. So, let us have confidence in her 

intercession for us that we too, like the only son of the widow, will 

hear the voice of the Son of God and live. 


