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Lazarus was utterly destitute. His body was covered 

with sores, which dogs came and licked. He lay there, starving. 

There is, however, another kind of destitution, far worse than 

what consumed Lazarus’ body.  It is a spiritual destitution that 

is consuming the souls of so very many people in our day.  The 

rich man was destitute, not in body but in soul.  He was 

covered with spiritual sores, starved of goodness, compassion 

and love, empty of the grace of God.   

Since Lazarus had laid there, suffering outside the gate 

of the rich man’s house, the rich man now lays outside the 

gate of heaven, suffering unspeakable torment.  Only now, 

after it is too late, does he see the condition of his soul.  He 

was wounded by the love of comfort and pleasure, by the love 

of wealth.  His senseless love of these things blinded him, 

leading to his own ruin and misery. His wounds are self-

inflicted. St. Paul in his letter to Timothy says, 

Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a 
snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is the root of all evils; it is through this craving 
that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced their hearts with many pangs (1 Tim 6:9–10). 

If we let the love of comfort and pleasure, if we let the 

love of material things capture our hearts, then, we inflict on 

ourselves profound spiritual wounds. These are the same 

wounds that the rich man inflicted on himself.  These self-

inflicted wounds destroy intimacy with God and compassion 

toward others.  Awareness of God’s beauty and presence, and 

our sensitivity toward others, are driven from our hearts by 

the love of earthly things.  

We do not need to actually have wealth, however, to 

be in love with it, to crave it.  In our society, there is 

considerable wealth, particularly if we compare the general 

standard of living in our country to how people live elsewhere 

in the world.  And so, there is a vast number of opportunities 
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for us to fall in love with pleasure and comfort.  So much of 

our culture is about inducing people to do this very thing.  

None of this means, of course, that we should not enjoy 

anything.  It simply means that we must properly order our 

lives. 

Poverty, in itself, is not a holy thing, and wealth, in 

itself, is not an evil thing.  Christian holiness, however, 

transforms poverty, just as the love of riches disgraces 

wealth.1  Poverty, then, for the Christian is not destitution. It is 

neither to put ourselves in a situation like that of Lazarus, nor 

to leave others to suffer in this way. Mother of Theresa of 

Calcutta says this about Christian poverty. 

Poverty is freedom. It is a freedom so that what I 
possess doesn’t own me, so that what I possess 

 
1 See St. Ambrose, Archbishop of Milan in Catena Aurea: Commentary on 

the Four Gospels, Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. Luke, ed. 
John Henry Newman, vol. 3 (Oxford: John Henry Parker, 1843), 561. 

doesn’t hold me down, so that my possessions don’t 
keep me from sharing or giving of myself.2 

Thus, Christian poverty is to rightly order our lives.  As 

Jesus taught us, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness” (Matt 6:33). St.  Francis de Sales says, “God 

does not mind if we have other loves, provided that we love 

others in Him and love Him in others.”  We must not give 

ourselves, our hearts, over to things, to worldly pleasures and 

comforts, but to the Lord, and through Him, to each other.  

Jesus says,  

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and wealth (Mt 6:24). 

Unless, however, we are called to be monks, religious 

or some other special vocation, this does not mean that we 

2 Mother Teresa of Calcutta. No Greater Love. 96-97. 
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are to give everything we own away.  But it does mean to give 

away those possessions that possess us. We may need to 

remove certain comforts and pleasures from our lives so that 

we can free our hearts from slavery to these things. We may 

need to change the way that we live, our lifestyle, give away 

those things that own us. Many people in our culture, for 

example, are in love with clothes and foods, obsessing over 

these things.  But our Lord says, 

…do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, or about your body, what you will 

wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 

than clothing? […] Therefore, do not worry, saying, 

‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What 

will we wear? For it is the Gentiles who strive for all 

these things (Mt 6:25–34). 

 Jesus does not condemn the rich simply for being rich.  

And again, we don’t need to be rich to be in love with wealth, 

 
3 Ibid, 97-98. 

with the pleasures, comforts and cares of this life, and to 

crave them. Mother Teresa had this to say about the rich. 

We have no right to judge the rich. For our part, what 
we desire is not a class struggle but a class encounter, 
in which the rich save the poor and the poor save the 
rich.3 

The rich and the poor need each other. Although the rich man 

did not realize it, Lazarus was a means of salvation for him, 

that he should not lose his soul. But he ignored Lazarus, not 

even so much as giving him a drink. And the rich man was a 

means of salvation for the poor man, that he would not suffer 

such unjust torment here on earth. Such torments can be, for 

the destitute, a temptation to anger, to hatred toward others, 

and to despairing of God’s love. The happy ending to this 

parable would have been that the rich man and Lazarus had 
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encountered each other, and together, rich and poor, enter 

into eternal life. 

We must, then, embrace Christian poverty, which is to 

detach ourselves from materials things. We must refuse to be 

enslaved, to be owned by comfort, pleasure and wealth. Free 

from these things, we can then be generous with our 

possessions, with our money, with our time, and above all 

else, with our love and compassion.  Let us not let the love of 

comfort, pleasure and wealth blind us to Lazarus who lay 

suffering outside the gate of our heart. Let us not miss Lazarus 

who is there to save us.  We don’t need to look far to find him. 

We just need to look around us, in our home, at work, at 

Church, on the streets of our city.  As Mother Teresa once 

said, “God still loves the world through you and through me”. 

 


