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Only one of the lepers returned to Jesus to give Him 

thanks and praise. And Jesus said to him, “Stand up and go 

your way; your faith has been your salvation”. 

We could interpret this passage as referring to the 

man’s healing of leprosy. He was saved from this disease. 

Some translations interpret this passage in exactly this way. 

An example of one such translation is, “Get up and go your 

way; your faith has made you well” (NRSVCE). There are 

contexts in the NT where this sort of translation of the Greek 

word for salvation makes sense. We sometimes use this word 

in English in a similar way.  In this case, however, if we were to 

say that this man was saved from leprosy, we would be left 

with a puzzling question.  

If he was saved simply from this disease because of his 

faith, would that not also be true of the other nine lepers?  

What is the difference between this one leper and the others?  

They were all healed. It stands to reason, then, that when 

Jesus said to the one leper, “Your faith has been your 

salvation”, He was not referring to the man’s miraculous cure, 

but to the salvation of his soul.  

The difference between this one man and the others is 

that he came to Jesus, fell on his face, and gave praise and 

thanks to Him. He worshipped Him. There is an essential 

difference, then, between this one leper and the rest.  He 

found in Jesus the salvation of his soul, not merely a cure for 

leprosy. Can we begin to see the depth of faith in the Lord that 

was in this man’s heart?  

True Christian faith is a relationship with Jesus.  We 

have mentioned this before, but it bears repeating. Christian 

faith is to know Jesus and entrust ourselves to Him. This is 

something supernatural because we can only know Him if He 

has revealed Himself to us. Faith is a supernatural virtue. At 
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our baptism it was planted in us as a seed.  The gift of faith is 

not something that automatically grows or develops. We have 

to respond, like the farmer who tills the soil and waters his 

fields.  We have to cultivate the gift of faith that we were 

given at baptism.  We must respond to the gift of faith, but 

what must our response be?   

Like the leper, it must be to humbly throw ourselves on 

our face at His feet, to praise Him, and give Him thanks for His 

infinite mercies toward us—in a word, we must love Him. 

Faith alone is not going to save us, but faith working through 

love. This is the difference between this leper and the other 

nine, even though the Lord, in healing them, was merciful to 

them all. 

The Lord is also merciful to us. The greatest mercy that 

He has given us is Himself. At each Divine Liturgy, He makes 

present to us, here and now, His life, death and resurrection 

for the sake our salvation.  We do not need to go back 2000 

years ago to stand at the foot of the cross with our Lady and 

the Apostle John.  He is truly present, here and now, as the 

Passover Lamb who is sacrificed for us, for our sins.  We truly 

partake of this Lamb. We eat the flesh and drink the blood of 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

Jesus truly gives you Himself. The Holy Eucharist is no 

mere symbol, no figure or analogy of any kind. The question, 

then, is how do you respond to Him?  Do you have in your 

heart the faith of that one leper, who came praising God, 

throwing himself on his face at the feet of Jesus, and praising 

Him?  Or do you go on your way like the other lepers? This 

may be an uncomfortable question, particularly, if we have 

lived our whole Catholic life without ever having said, “Yes” to 

Jesus in our heart.   
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We should all be mindful of this, of saying, “Yes” to 

Him.  Every morning, when you rise from your bed, say, “Yes” 

to the Lord in your heart. Pause in the middle of your day, if 

only for a brief moment, and say, “Yes” to the Lord.  And when 

you lie down at night, before drifting off to sleep, say, “Yes” to 

Jesus.  Never allow yourself to become lukewarm or 

indifferent toward your Divine Savior. 

Faith saved the one leper because, in his heart, he 

responded to Jesus, laying himself down in humility at His 

feet, giving Him thanks and praise. The others, so it would 

seem, having gotten what they wanted, went off, giving no 

thought, whatsoever, to the One who showed them such 

great mercy.  The other nine seem to have missed the very 

meaning of their cure. 

We often use illnesses and various physical conditions 

as metaphors.  We say that something is a pain in the neck, or 

that we cannot stomach something.  In Scripture, the healing 

of the blind man, for instance, represents the reception of 

divine or spiritual light.  Thus, when Jesus opened the eyes of 

the blind man, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world”.  Jesus 

is not an eye doctor. The blind man, understanding the 

meaning of his healing, fell down, worshiped Jesus, and 

professed his faith in Him. In a similar way, being cured of 

leprosy is an image of the healing of our soul from the wounds 

and ravages of sin.  Our Lord’s cure of these lepers was a sign 

to them of His saving grace, the salvation of their souls, of 

eternal life, and not merely a deliverance from this dreaded 

disease. 

We are very much like these lepers, in need of healing, 

of a miraculous cure, but one that is deep in our souls. Our 

Divine Savior offers us such a cure, if we seek him and strive to 

love Him with all our heart. But in particular, the cure that our 
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Lord offers us is found in the Holy Mystery of Confession and 

the Holy Mystery of His Body and Blood, poured out for our 

salvation. There is healing in the sacrament of Confession, 

there is healing in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. This 

mercy and salvation are infinitely beyond the cure of any 

physical illness. When we receive His mercy, especially His 

mercy in the Holy Eucharist, each one of us, every time that 

we received Him, has a choice to make.  Am I the leper who 

humbled himself before the Lord, or am I among the other 

nine, who simply went on their way, as if Jesus had done 

nothing for them? 

Say, “Yes” to Jesus. He stands here invisibly before you.  

His icon is but a reminder of this. Let none of us go home 

today without having said yes to Jesus. Turn to Him, as the 

one leper did, and your faith in Him will be your salvation. 


