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A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; 
and at the time for the banquet, he sent his servant to 
say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is 
now ready’ (Lk 14:16:17). 

The man in the parable is God the Father. The servant, 

who was sent out to call those who had been invited, is His 

Son, Jesus Christ.  The guests are invited to a great banquet. 

This represents the end-time. The end-time is the age in which 

we are now living.  It is the final stage of salvation history, in 

which we await Christ’s second coming, ushering in the 

definitive reign of the Kingdom of God.  The servant (i.e., Jesus 

Christ) says to those invited, “Come, all is now ready”. That is 

to say, there is no new revelation, no other means of salvation 

to be given, nothing more to be accomplished by God for the 

sake of our salvation. Everything has been done for us; all is 

now ready. The world, and everything in it, including us, is 

awaiting the full realization of redemption, its transformation 

in Christ.  In the words of St. Paul: 

…creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning with labor pains together until now; and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in 
this hope, we were saved (Romans 8:20–24). 

Thus, are we living in the end-time, that is, the period of 

waiting for Christ’s final return and the transformation of all 

creation.  This is the banquet to which we are invited.  And it is 

described in the book of Revelation: 

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has 
made herself ready […].  And the angel said to me, “[…] 
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb” (Re 19:7–9). 

The banquet, in the parable, is the “marriage supper of 

the Lamb”. This is reflected more clearly in Matthew’s Gospel.  

There, Jesus tells the same parable, but this time, He reveals 

the occasion for the supper, when He says, “The kingdom of 



27th Sunday After Pentecost                                            Col 3:4-11; Luke 14:16-24  Copyright Fr. Tom Wells 
 

                                                        3                                                                                                                                                        4       

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a marriage feast 

for his son” (Mt 22:2). 

What we have in this parable, then, is an invitation to 

“the marriage supper of the Lamb”.  If there is a marriage 

supper, then, there must be a marriage.  And if there is a 

marriage, there must a bridegroom and a bride.  Since this is 

the marriage supper of the Lamb, then, Jesus, being the Lamb 

of God, is the bridegroom.  Christ describes Himself in the 

Gospels as a bridegroom (Mt 9:15; Mk 2:19-20, Lk 5:34-35), 

and John the Baptist describes Jesus in the same way. 

I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him. 
He who has the bride is the bridegroom; the friend of 
the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice; therefore, this joy of 
mine is now full. He must increase; I must decrease (Jn 
3:28–30).  

There are other places in Scripture that indicate the 

same thing, such as the parable of the foolish virgins, who, 

being unprepared to keep their torches burning, miss the 

arrival of the bridegroom, and are shut out of the wedding 

feast.  And there is Isaiah 62:5, where it says, 

“…as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will 

rejoice over you”.  Christ is the bridegroom and His bride is us, 

the Church.  The wedding feast is the marriage supper of the 

Lamb. 

The marriage supper of the Lamb is on the earth as the 

Lord’s Supper, the Holy Eucharist. It is also in heaven, as the 

book of Revelation describes it, and it is to come definitively 

when all things will be united and transformed in Christ.  This 

final transformation is the fullness of the Church, the Bride of 

Christ.  Again, from the book of Revelation: 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband; and I heard a great voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is with 
men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself will be with them; he will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
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be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying 
nor pain any more, for the former things have passed 
away (Re 21:2–4). 

This is our life to come, the marriage feast of the Lamb to 

which we are invited, and in which we have some share now, 

mystically, in the Lord’s Supper. This life is so intimate a union 

with God, so transformative, that the only image that could 

ever come close to describing it, is the marital union of a bride 

with her bridegroom.  

The invitation that is set before us, then, is to give 

ourselves, without reserve, as a bride to Christ, our 

Bridegroom. It is a matter of truly committing ourselves to 

Christ, not simply in word or thought, but in everything we do.  

It is to order our lives in accord with Him and not this world.   

If we wish to claim the name Christian, then, we have 

no choice but to be truly serious about Christ.  There is no 

such thing as mediocre Christianity, no such thing as ordinary 

Christians, no such thing as routine faith in the Lord. We must 

strive to embrace the Lord with all our heart, like a bride 

head-over-heels in love with her Bridegroom.  He is all 

important to her, above everything else, and she would die for 

Him. Such is the fire of her love for her Beloved. There is 

nothing, then, for which she would decline this invitation to 

His wedding feast. That would, indeed, be foolish beyond 

measure, but this is exactly what the guests in the parable do. 

Those in the parable seem to suggest that they had no 

time to answer the bridegroom’s invitation. This isn’t really 

true. It was, instead, that other things were simply more 

important to them. The story describes the kind of 

preoccupations that people had in that culture at that time; 

we have our preoccupations too.  Even with all of our 

supposed “time saving” technologies and conveniences, some 

still want to say that they don’t have time for the Lord.  
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Being a Christian, that is, getting serious about living 

our faith, is not an easy thing by any means. We will struggle, 

we will suffer, and we will fall at times. But something that is 

so great as our faith, something that is so beautiful and 

profound, we should not expect that we would come by it 

without great effort.  Our greatest difficulty is not that we are 

busy. It is not mainly the practical circumstances in our life, 

which keep us from pursuing union with God.  It is most often 

that we have too many comforts; too many things to which 

our hearts and affections are attached. And we find it too 

difficult to face the truth about ourselves; to face our pride 

and sinfulness, our faults, our bad habits that can become so 

ingrained in us.  These are very difficult to conquer.  And the 

thought of this may frighten us more than death itself. Indeed, 

uprooting these things in us is a kind of death – death to our 

sensuality, death to our addiction to pleasure, death to our 

attachment to things, to our position and status, our wealth.  

While we are not all the same in this regard, each of 

us, nevertheless, has in us that which needs to die, so that we 

may live for the Lord. Whatever the case, let us seek, with the 

help of God’s grace, to put our lives in proper order, to love 

God above all else.  This is not just an idea, but a matter of 

conviction, of getting serious about our faith, and in how we 

live it. And it begins right here, at the marriage supper of the 

Lamb, the Holy Eucharist.  Let us prepare ourselves to receive 

Him, and be determine to follow Him without reserve. 


