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The account of our Lord’s nativity has a profound meaning. 

But it is romanticized, and subject to sentimentalism, more than 

anything else in Sacred Scripture.  And then, there is the problem of 

having two very different celebrations, which are both called 

Christmas. There is the secular Christmas, which is celebrated even 

by non-Christians, and then there is the Christian holy day, which is 

a liturgical feast and a liturgical season.  The liturgical celebration is 

radically different from what our society calls Christmas, and of 

course, has a far deeper meaning. 

There is nothing wrong, of course, with giving gifts, dinners 

with family and friends, decorating the tree, baking cookies, 

listening to Christmas music...  In the midst of all this, however, if 

the Church’s feast of the nativity has, in any way, become 

secondary, or even nonexistent, in what occupies our minds and 

hearts at Christmas, then, we have lost our way.  If Christmas is 

merely sentimental, or if we are caught up in the culture’s so-called 

celebration of Christmas, then, what practical difference is there 

between us and nonbelievers? 

The liturgical feast of the Nativity, which is the true 

Christmas feast, is about our salvation from sin and death. Our Lord 

was born into this world to suffer, to die on the cross, and rise again 

to save us.  He bore the guilt of us all and the punishment that we 

deserve.  This is the meaning of the Nativity of our Lord.  There is 

nothing sentimental about it, but something infinitely more 

profound, which needs to penetrate our minds and hearts. 

Nine months prior to the virgin birth, the incomprehensible 

and infinite God was conceived by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 

Mary. This is a marvel, not simply because it was a virgin who 

conceived, but because of Him who is conceived of her. This is God 

almighty, the One whose name was told to Moses on Mount Horeb, 

“I am who I am.”  This is He who is described in the Divine Liturgy as 

“…God ineffable, inconceivable, invisible, incomprehensible, ever 

existing, yet ever the same…”  This is He who was born to us as an 
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infant child. All of the circumstances around His birth reveal the true 

meaning of this event.  

The place where He was born, probably a stable, in a cave, 

is our fallen human condition.  It was at night, in darkness, which is 

the darkness of our mind, and the darkness of evil and sin, to which 

He willingly subjected Himself. He was laid in a manger, a food 

trough for animals. Who are the animals who would feed there, but 

us who had been given over to our passions, who so often live like 

lowly animals?  Why is He in this food trough?  We, who fed on 

dead hay, now feed on Him, who is the Bread of Life, the living 

Bread, which has come down from heaven. Carnal food fed us 

carnal creatures unto death, but now the Bread of Heaven feeds us 

unto eternal life. We are no longer to live like lowly creatures in a 

stable, in the darkness of a cave, but to be filled with light, to rise to 

heaven, our true home, and be restored in our dignity as sons and 

daughters of God. 

And Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem.  This was not 

only to fulfill a prophecy. The name of this town is also significant. 

Bethlehem means, “House of Bread”.  Indeed, this is not just a 

name, but what this city truly became.  It was the house of bread, 

because the bread of life was born there.  

And notice that the census is described in the Gospel as 

being for the entire world.  Our Lord was counted in this census, 

along with the rest of humanity.  Not only is this a sign of our Lord 

sharing in our human condition, being counted as one of us, but it is 

also a sign of a greater census that had dawned on humanity with 

the coming its Savior.  His is a census of faith – calling the world to 

believe in Him, to come Him, to be counted among His faithful, and 

accept salvation.   

And then, there are the shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks. Our Lord says of Himself, “I am the good shepherd who lays 

down His life for His sheep”.  It is to the Chief Shepherd that these 



Christmas 2022                                             Luke 2:1-20  Copyright Fr. Tom Wells 
 

                                                        5                                                                                                                                                        6       

shepherds go. There they find a lamb, the Lamb of God who is to 

take away the sins of the world.  In the words of Venerable Bede: 

For in a mystery, […] shepherds, and their flocks, 
signify all teachers and guides of faithful souls. The 
night in which they […] [keep] watch over their flocks, 
indicates the dangerous temptations from which they 
never cease to keep themselves, and those placed 
under their care. Well also at the birth of our Lord do 
shepherds watch over their flocks; for He was born 
who says, I am the good Shepherd: (John 10:11, 16.) 
but the time also was at hand in which the same 
Shepherd was to recall His scattered sheep to the 
pastures of life.1 

And then there are the angels, the messengers of God, who point 

the way to the newborn savior, and build up our faith regarding so 

great a mystery.  The early Father, St. Ambrose of Milan says of 

them: 

 
1 Venerable Bede, Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels, 

Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. Luke, ed. John Henry 

Newman, vol. 3 (Oxford: John Henry Parker, 1843), 71. 
2 St. Ambrose of Milan, Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four 

Gospels, Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. Luke, ed. John 

Henry Newman, vol. 3 (Oxford: John Henry Parker, 1843), 69. 

Observe with what care God builds up our faith. An 
Angel teaches Mary; an Angel teaches Joseph; an Angel 
the shepherds also.2 

And St. John Chrysostom says of the angels: 

To Joseph the Angel appeared in a dream, as to one 
who might be easily brought to believe, but to the 
shepherds [the angels appeared] in visible [form] […] 
the Angel went not to Jerusalem, sought not for 
Scribes and Pharisees, (for they were corrupt and 
tormented with envy.) 3 

And then, the divine glory that shown around them, reveals that He 

who is born in the likeness of us lowly creatures, into our human 

state and condition, is He, who, at the same time, is in heavenly 

glory.  Once again, Venerable Bede says: 

He is sent forth from the womb, but He shines from 
heaven. He lies in a [manger], but He lives in celestial 
light.4 

3 St. John Chrysostom, Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four 

Gospels, Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. Luke, ed. John 

Henry Newman, vol. 3 (Oxford: John Henry Parker, 1843), 69. 
4 Venerable Bede, Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels, 

Collected out of the Works of the Fathers: St. Luke, ed. John Henry 

Newman, vol. 3 (Oxford: John Henry Parker, 1843), 69. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/cataur63lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.8-12&off=574&ctx=+lying+in+a+manger.%0a~Ambrose.+Observe+wit
https://ref.ly/logosres/cataur63lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.8-12&off=574&ctx=+lying+in+a+manger.%0a~Ambrose.+Observe+wit
https://ref.ly/logosres/cataur63lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.8-12&off=795&ctx=iding+in+the+field.%0a~Chrysostom.+To+Josep
https://ref.ly/logosres/cataur63lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.8-12&off=795&ctx=iding+in+the+field.%0a~Chrysostom.+To+Josep
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And finally, the rest of the account of the Nativity describes 

the astrologers from the East.  They came to Jesus, offered Him 

their gifts, prostrated themselves, and did Him homage.  The 

troparion of the Nativity explains the meaning of this. 

Your birth, O Christ our God, has shed upon the world the 
light of knowledge; for through it, those who worshipped 
the stars have learned from a star to worship you, the Sun 
of Justice, and to know you, the Dawn from on High. 

Today, on this holy day, we begin the liturgical season of 

Christmas.  During this season, let us meditate on the real meaning 

of our Lord’s Nativity and let it penetrate our souls.  Let us not give 

ourselves over to mere sentimentality or over to a secular 

Christmas.  Instead, let us do what our Lord’s mother did at His 

Nativity.  Scripture says, “Mary kept all these things, pondering 

them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). 

 


