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Today, on this this first Sunday after Pentecost, we 

celebrate the Feast of All Saints. It’s fitting that the Feast of All 

Saints follows the feast of Pentecost, because the Holy Spirit is sent 

to sanctify the Church, to make the Church holy. In the saints, the 

holy ones, we see the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit.  They are 

that great cloud of witnesses that we just heard about in the letter 

to the Hebrews.  They are those, who, according to our Lord, put 

love of Him about all things. 

When we think of those who are holy, we most often have 

in mind those who are in union with God in heaven—all the saints.  

Those in heaven share perfectly and fully in the divine life of God 

Himself, who is the Holy One.  In heaven, everyone is perfectly holy 

because that’s what heaven is. Heaven is not so much about a 

place, but about being with God, the Holy One. It is to be united in 

love to the One who is the source, cause and summit of all holiness. 

Holiness, however, doesn’t begin in heaven.  Holiness is perfected in 

heaven, but it doesn’t begin there.  It begins here and now through 

the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit.  Seeking to be holy is to 

prepare one’s self for heaven, to be with God, the Holy One.  The 

Apostle Peter, in his first letter, wrote, “…as he who called you is 

holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; since it is written, “You 

shall be holy, for I am holy” (1Pet 1:15-16).  If I am not, here and 

now, seeking to be holy, to be a saint, then I am not seeking to be 

with God; I am not seeking heaven or preparing myself for it. 

So, what does it mean to be a saint? What should I do to 

advance in holiness, that I would be counted one day among all the 

saints in heaven? 

One way to answer these questions is to get to know some 

of the saints that the Church has canonized.  I’m convinced that 

there’s a saint for each one of us, a saint who will be our spiritual 

friend and assist us along the road of holiness.  Seek out a saint to 

be your companion on your way to sainthood.  A saint is not only a 

model, an inspiration, and someone to help you, but will also 

intercede for you before God.  
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 Saints have emerged from all sorts of circumstances in life. 

My father suffered from alcoholism for many years.  He lost his job.  

He ruined an executive career. He ruined his marriage and harmed 

his relationship with his children. Much later in life, he recovered 

from his addiction, and before he died, he did the best he could to 

make amends for the things he had done and failed to do.  There 

are saints for such persons. One of them is Matt Talbot, a patron of 

alcoholics. His father was an alcoholic and Matt Talbot became 

addicted to alcohol by the time he was sixteen years old. Yet, by the 

grace of God, he was healed of alcoholism, and more than that, he 

became holy.  Being a saint is not easy.  Matt Talbot once said, “It’s 

as hard to give up the drink as it is to raise the dead to life again.  

But both are possible and even easy for our Lord.  We have only to 

depend on him.” 

Holiness is, perhaps, one of those things that is difficult to 

define entirely, like genuine love, but we know it when we see it.  

Mother Teresa of Calcutta comes to my mind. The holiest of all the 

saints, without question, is the Mother of God, the Theotokos.  

Above all the saints, of course, and the model for all the saints, is 

our Divine Savior, Jesus. In Him, we see what the fullness and 

perfection of the holiness of God looks like in humanity. So, 

whatever your circumstances in life, make a friend with a saint, 

someone with whom you can relate.  

The vast diversity of saints shows forth the holiness of God 

in the varied and practical circumstances of life.  Amid this amazing 

diversity of saints, however, there is something they all have in 

common. They lived a supernatural life, a life beyond the limits of 

natural human strength and goodness.  This is why we recognize in 

these individuals something extraordinary, something transcendent, 

something holy.  We see in them, the divine goodness, the awe-

inspiring holiness of God.  

Mother Teresa was a stunning example of this to everyone, 

even non-believers. Who could ever have predicted that India, the 

second largest country in Asia, would honor Mother Teresa, a 
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Catholic sister, with the “Jewel of India award”, the highest honor a 

civilian can receive? Mother Teresa was also given a state funeral in 

India, something that’s reserved for government leaders. Can you 

imagine, in the United States, Mother Teresa being given a state 

funeral like the President?  Mother Teresa received awards from 

rather unlikely quarters, such as the Soviet Union’s Gold Medal. She 

received many other awards like the Nobel Peace Prize, and the 

United States Congressional Gold Medal.  It’s not, of course, by any 

of these recognitions or awards that Mother Teresa is a saint. It’s 

not about popularity or fame, but is it not remarkable, though, that 

millions and millions of non-believers could not help but see in her 

something extraordinary that moved them? Where does such love, 

such virtue, such goodness, such holiness come, but from the Holy 

Spirit? 

We can talk about great saints like Mother Teresa, but let’s 

be very clear about ourselves. Holiness is everyone’s vocation. You 

will find this taught in the Sacred Scripture, in the Apostolic 

Tradition, in the writings of the Fathers, and in the teachings of the 

Church. There is no doubt about it.  You have a vocation, a calling to 

be holy, to be a saint. It is the vocation of your entire life. It’s why 

you’re here on this earth. We are all to be saints.  Let’s not waste 

our lives being obsessed with useless things, things that don’t last 

anyway. Let’s not miss the opportunity that God is giving us in the 

present moment to be holy. It doesn’t matter where you’ve been or 

what you’ve done. The greatest obstacle to holiness is not our past.  

So, let’s not live in the past. The greatest obstacle to holiness is 

believing that my sins are so great and I am so awful that I can never 

be a saint. It’s thinking that because of my bad habits of sin and my 

struggle with self-control, that holiness for someone like me is 

hopeless.  This is the very thing, above all else, that the world and 

the evil one wants you to believe.  You have a vocation from God, a 

calling to be holy, to be a saint. God wants you to be a saint. He has 

the power to do it. Believe it. Accept your vocation in life. Make a 

decision, today, right now, that the most important thing in your 



First Sunday After Pentecost   Heb 11:32-12:2a; Matt. 10: 32:33, 37-38; 19:27-30  Copyright Fr. Tom Wells 

4 
 

life, from this day forward, is to be a saint. Be very serious about it, 

be determined, and take action. Make a simple, humble and 

practical plan for your life that will help you to pursue holiness.   

Everyone is unique. Living a holy, saintly life was one thing 

for Mother Teresa, it was another for Matt Talbot.  It was one thing 

for the poor friar, Francis of Assisi, and another for the great 

Dominican theologian, and intellectual giant, Thomas Aquinas. It 

was one thing for Basil the Great, and another for the little flower, 

Therese of Lisieux.  And it will be another thing for you.  Strive to be 

holy, then, in all the ordinary circumstances of your life, in your joys 

and sorrows, your day to day, even mundane duties, and through 

these things, the Holy Spirit will you make you a saint. And one day, 

when the Church is celebrating the feast of all saints, they will be 

celebrating you. 


