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When Jesus encountered the Gadarene demoniacs, 

they went into a panic. They began crying out, “Why meddle 

with us, Son of God? Have you come to torture us before the 

appointed time?”  The appointed time is the last judgment. 

The demons recognize Jesus, the Son of God, as their judge at 

the end of time, and thus, acknowledge HIs complete power 

and authority over them.1  They understood that the coming 

of Jesus would be the end of their reign of terror over 

humanity. In their panic, the demons beg the Lord to send 

them into the nearby heard of pigs.  These lowly pigs become 

the humiliating means by which these demons are made to 

cease molesting human beings.2  And so, the account of the 

Gadarene demoniacs is about the power and authority of 

Jesus over satan and his minions. If we are to understand the 

 
1 Edward P. Sri, Mystery of the Kingdom: On the Gospel of Matthew 

(Steubenville, OH: Emmaus Road Publishing, 1999), 82. 

significance of this, we must go back to the beginning, to 

Genesis.  

 The book of Genesis contains a symbolic account of 

how satan entered into human history by means of deception. 

Man and woman freely chose to accept satan’s lie, thereby 

turning themselves away from their Creator, who is the source 

of all life. This naturally led to their death. And so, in the 

Gospel of John, Jesus says: 

[Satan] was a murderer from the beginning, and has 
nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own 
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44). 

In casting out demons, then, Jesus is expelling satan 

from creation, and from the human race. It was through our 

human nature, in Adam and Eve, that satan, sin and death 

2 See Joseph A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel according to Luke I–IX: Introduction, 
Translation, and Notes, vol. 28, Anchor Yale Bible (New Haven; London: 
Yale University Press, 2008), 739. 
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entered the world. And now, it is through our human nature, 

in Jesus Christ, that satan, sin and death are cast out.  Adam 

was tempted and fell.  Jesus was tempted, but remained 

faithful. Jesus, then, is the second Adam who is the undoing of 

the sin of the first Adam. St. Paul describes the relationship 

between the first and second Adam in his first letter to the 

Corinthians: 

The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven.  As was the man of dust, 
so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of 
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we 
have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also 
bear the image of the man of heaven (1 Co 15:42–49). 

Jesus is the second Adam, the new Adam, the new 

man. He is, in every sense, obedient to God where the old 

Adam was not. If Jesus is the new Adam, then, where is the 

new Eve? The new Eve is none other than our Blessed Lady. 

St. Irenaeus, a Greek bishop from Turkey, who resided 

in what is now Lyon France, is a well-known witness to this 

among early the Church Fathers. Around the year 180 AD, He 

wrote:  

The knot of Eve's disobedience was untied by the 
obedience of Mary; what the virgin Eve bound by her 
unbelief; the Virgin Mary loosened by her faith".  [Eve] 
by disobeying became the cause of death for herself 
and the whole human race, so also Mary . . . was 
obedient and became the cause of salvation for herself 
and the whole human race (Against Heresies 3.22.4).  
 
In the plan of salvation, the new Adam and the new 

Eve are the reversal of the disobedience of the old Adam and 

old Eve. The first man sinned, but the second man, the new 

Adam is without sin. And so must the second Eve be without 

sin, both in her conception, as the first Eve was, and 

throughout her entire life. Scripture teaches us that this is the 

reason that our Savior came to earth, to undo the sin of Adam 

and Eve, and overcome the devil.  In 1 John 3:8 it says, “The 

reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of 

the devil” (1 Jn 3:8). This is the reason that Jesus, the Twelve 
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and His other disciples go about casting out demons. As Jesus 

told the Pharisees, “If I drive out demons by the finger of God, 

then the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Lk 11:20).  

In the new Adam and Eve, we have a new creation, a 

new beginning, that, as it were, rewrites the Book of Gensis.  

We are no longer descendants of the old man, but of the new 

Man, Jesus Christ.  We are a new human race, but we are not 

destined to return to the Garden of Eden, but something far 

greater. The new Adam, Jesus Christ, is living in resurrected 

glory in heaven, together with the new Eve. We are destined 

to share in this with them, to live a Divine Life for all eternity. 

Until that time, however, we are, in this life, engaged 

in a battle against satan. St. Paul says: 

We are not contending against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the powers, against 
the world rulers of this present darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness… (Eph 6:10–12). 

Remember what Jesus said about satan, that he is a liar and a 

murderer from the beginning. This is the tactic that satan used 

on Adam and Eve, that is, deception that leads to death. The 

devil’s battle field, then, is your mind.  Satan, however, cannot 

read your mind and he cannot act directly on your free will. He 

cannot control you. He can tempt you to do things, but he 

cannot make you do them.  But as he did with Adam and Eve, 

he can certainly suggest things to you, and try to influence the 

way you think, and shape the things that you believe.   

Where there is profound and pervasive deception 

among people, and a culture of death (bodily and spiritually), 

you can be certain that satan and his demons are mixed up in 

it all.  Pay close attention, then, to deception, and be on guard 

around those who are deceived. In their deception, they 

engage in all manner of evil deeds and encourage others to do 

the same. 
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There is a battle going on in our society, and around 

the world. Above everything else, this battle is over our minds, 

to capture our thinking, so that in turn, we will do the will of 

the evil one. This is why St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans, 

says: 

Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect (Ro 12:2). 

We have no reason, whatsoever, to fear satan and his 

demons. He has no control over us, except the control that we 

choose to give him. We must, however, remain vigilant.  We 

must be on guard, against the growing deceptions in our 

society that seem to surround us every day in the media, in 

the entertainment industry, among our leaders, and in so 

many of our institutions.  We must fill your mind and heart 

with what is good, true and beautiful.  As St. Paul puts it:  

Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable— if anything is excellent or praiseworthy— 
think on these things (Phil 4:8). 

Our Lord has given us what we need to cast out the 

demons from this world. And so, purify and renew your mind 

by staying close to Jesus in prayer, studying the Scriptures and 

the teachings of the Lord’s Church. Do good works in the 

Lord’s name, and frequent the Holy Mysteries of Confession 

and Holy Eucharist.  If you do these things with a sincere 

heart, the evil one will be unable to deceive you. 

May Jesus Christ, through the intercession of all the angels 

and saint of heaven, and through the prayers of His most pure, 

Mother, protect you from all evil and preserve you in the truth 

by the renewal of your minds.  In the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


