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“And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, 
crying aloud, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David’” (Matt 9:27). 
 

Imagine how difficult this was for these two men as they 

blindly stumbled along to keep up with Jesus.  In the midst of their 

difficulty, in crying out to Jesus in desperation, unrelenting in their 

persistence, Jesus seemly ignores them. But when the blind men 

finally catch up with Jesus, He asks them if they were confident that 

he could cure them. The word translated as “confident” here is the 

NT word for faith. This passage could be translated, “Do you have 

faith in me?”  or “Do you believe that I am able?”  Jesus does not 

ask them if they have faith in God to open their eyes, but faith in 

Him.  And notice how they address Jesus now.  Instead of “Son of 

David” they reply, “Yes, Lord”.  “Son of David,” is a title based on the 

Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament (Jer. 23:5; 33:14; Ez. 

34:23; Os. 3:5; cf. Is. 11:1)”1 So, the blind men first believe that 

 
1 A. J. Maas, The Gospel according to Saint Matthew with an 

Explanatory and Critical Commentary (St. Louis, MO: B. Herder, 

1898), 110. 

Jesus is the Messiah, then, when prompted by Jesus to say if they 

had faith in Him, that He could restore their sight, they address Him 

as Lord.  And it was because of their faith in Him as Lord that Jesus 

cured their blindness. “Because of your faith it shall be done to 

you"; and they recovered their sight.” 

These two men, because of their blindness, had not seen 

any of Jesus’ miracles, yet they believed. In contrast, many of the 

Scribes and Pharisee who did see Jesus’ miracles, did not believe. 

The faith of the two blind men, then, puts to shame the unbelief of 

the Scribes and the Pharisees. This is similar to the account of the 

man born blind. The Pharisees ask Jesus, “Are we also blind?” To 

which Jesus replies, “Because you say that you see, your sin 

remains”.  The Pharisees, who claimed to see, were instead, as Jesus 
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called them, “blind men” (Matt 23:19), “blind fools” (Matt 12:17, 

and “blind guides”. (Matt 23:24). 

But why did Jesus ignore these two blind men? Why was it 

necessary to put these poor people through such a trial, to make 

them stumble along the road after Him in their blindness, making 

them cry out like this?  It has to do with how divine grace works in 

us. This is important to understand.  It relates directly to our 

spiritual life, to how we pursue virtue and holiness. Or in the words 

of St. Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, how you are to “…work 

out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 2:12).  

Grace works in us like someone who is born with an innate 

talent for music. Such a person can become a world-class concert 

pianist, but only with sufficient practice. This requires long hours at 

the piano, and struggling with difficult passages of music. Despite 

having an innate musical ability, there is still suffering and sacrifice 

involved.  It’s like this with the gift of faith that was instilled in us 

when we were born spiritually in baptism. If we would fully realize 

this grace, it must be exercised, like the pianist exercises his inborn 

talent for music. Just as the pianist can neglect his inborn talent, we 

can neglect God’s grace.  

So, not only is the faith of the two blind men in contrast to 

the Scribes and Pharisees who could see, yet did not believe, but it 

demonstrates how persistence and struggle brings forth greater 

faith.  The two blind men went from believing that Jesus was the 

Son of David, to believing that Jesus is Lord.  We can begin to 

understand now why Jesus appears to ignore the blind men.  In 

putting them off, He brings about in them a faith that they likely 

never would have realized. This faith was not simply that Jesus was 

the Messiah, but that He is the Lord. It is this supernatural faith, 

believing that Jesus is Lord, that saves us. 

Faith, then, if it is to be to fully realized in us, must be 

exercised. It’s like someone who has the physical capacity to 

become a power-lifter in the Olympics. Such a person must work 
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out at the gym. The would-be Olympic athlete must endure a great 

deal of heavy-lifting. 

We must frequently exercise our faith.  Throughout the day, 

remember the Lord, turn your mind and heart to Him, just for a 

moment, and say, “My Jesus, I trust in you; I believe in you; 

strengthen my faith”.  We should be most fervent in exercising our 

faith, however, when God seems the most distant, in the midst of 

dark moments, when we feel most alone and desolate. Then, more 

than ever, exercise the gift of faith that the Lord has given you. Do 

not ever give up or give in to disbelief, no matter what the difficulty. 

This is the very thing of which saints are made. This is why their 

faith, in the midst of darkness and struggle, is so utterly amazing. It 

is in such struggles that our faith grows in power.  St. Paul said that 

the Lord had given him a thorn in the flesh so that he would not 

become proud.  When he asked the Lord to take this away, Jesus 

said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power if perfected in 

weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).   

It may seem, at times, that the Lord is ignoring us or putting 

us off, like He did the blind men. But our Lord has in mind nothing 

other than our own good and our eternal salvation. No matter what 

we might experience, we must continually affirm our faith in the 

Lord. Our faith will then grow, even to heroic proportions. Let us 

persevere with all of our strength. For our Lord has said that “the 

one who perseveres to the end will be saved” (Matt 24:13).  

This is truly difficult, but the Lord has provided for us all the 

necessary means of salvation:  the seven Holy Mysteries, 

particularly, Baptism and the Holy Eucharist through which the Holy 

Trinity dwells in us, and the Holy Mystery of Confession to heal us 

when we have fallen. He has given us His teachings in His Church, 

and in the Sacred Scripture.  And we have the heroic example of the 

saints to inspire us.  The Lord has generously given us everything, 

but we must be decisive, we must make up our mind to persist, to 

be unrelenting in the pursuit of the Lord and His holiness.  No one 
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can persevere for us, no one can decide the direction of our lives for 

us.  We must do it. 

Remember the parable of the widow and the unjust judge? 

The judge respected neither God nor man. The widow, however, 

kept constantly at him, nagging him to do her justice by ruling in her 

favor. The judge didn’t care about justice, and he had no particular 

concern for this widow, but she began to wear on him.  So, the 

judge gives her what she wants, saying, “I will rule in her favor or 

she will wear me out…”. Behind the English phrase, “wear me out” 

is a Greek idiom, which, translated literally, is “to give me a black 

eye”.  This same word was commonly used at the time in the 

context of “…rough treatment, as a boxer might use harsh or 

intense discipline”2  It’s the same word that Paul uses in 1 Cor 9:27, 

where he speaks of punishing his body. “I do not run aimlessly, nor 

do I box as though beating the air; but I punish my body and enslave 

 
2 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: 
Greek (New Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997). 

it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be 

disqualified”. 

This insistent, aggressive, even threatening widow, gets 

what she wants from the judge, not because the judge cares about 

justice, but because of her persistence (Luke 18:1-9). The parable 

ends by saying that if this judge, who is unjust, will eventually give 

the widow what she wants, how much more that God, who is 

perfectly good and just, will answer those who persevere in their 

requests of Him? Remember, perseverance leads to greater faith, a 

faith that leads to salvation.  And then there is the parable of the 

neighbor who wanted to borrow a loaf of bread? 

Jesus said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go 
to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves; for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I 
have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from 
within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you 
anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his 
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persistence he will rise and give him whatever he needs 
(Luke 11:5-8). 

And then there is the account of the Canaanite woman whose 

daughter was possessed by a demon. The woman kept shouting out, 

“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David” (Matt 15:22). The word 

translated as “shouting” is used in Job 6:5 for the sound that a mule 

makes, and in Isaiah 26:17 as the sound of a woman in labor, and as 

a war cry in Joshua 6:16. But here again, the Scripture says of Jesus 

“But he did not answer her a word”.  His disciples begged Him: 

“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He 
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.”  But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 
help me.” And he answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great 
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you desire.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly (Mt 15:23–28). 

Likening someone to a dog seems rather off-putting, to say the 

least; we might find it difficult to imagine Jesus saying such a thing 

 
3 Otto Michel, “Κύων, Κυνάριον,” ed. Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, 
and Gerhard Friedrich, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964–), 1104. 

to anyone. It’s important to note, however, that in the language of 

the NT Jesus is a referring to a little, domesticated house dog, a 

family pet. It’s not the kind of dog that we think of running wild out 

in the fields, in the woods, or out on the streets somewhere.3  It’s 

quite a logical comeback, then, that the woman gives. “Yes, Lord, 

yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table” 

(v.27). Can we begin to see a pattern here? These are not timid 

people, and neither should we be timid before the Lord, but cry out 

to Him with all our strength, “Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on 

me!”  

So let us be like the widow who constantly went after the 

judge, she was unrelenting in pestering him. Let us be like the friend 

who will not go away, but keeps knocking until the man gives him 

what he wants.  Let us imitate the Canaanite woman who was 

undeterred by the Lord putting her off.  Let us be like the two blind 
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men who had not seen the Lord’s miracles, but they believed. They 

foreshadowed what the Lord would say about us when He appeared 

to the Apostle Thomas, “You [Thomas] have believed because you 

have seen me. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

believe’” (John 20:29).  

Let us have courage, then, and embrace as best we can, the 

trials and sufferings necessary to exercise our faith and become 

saints. Finally, all of this is summed up beautifully in the words of 

the Apostles Peter: 

…for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so 
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious 
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for 
you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls (1 Peter 1:6-9). 


