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They plot against an innocent man, to have Him 

arrested and killed. A woman anoints Him for burial with 

costly perfume, and His disciples are indignant for such 

extravagant waste.  A supposed friend betrays Him for 

greed—thirty pieces of silver.  And He washes the feet of 

those who would deny knowing Him, abandoning Him in His 

greatest trial and hour of need.  He is alone and in utter 

anguish; His heart is broken with sorrow and they do not 

console Him but sleep.  He is betrayed with a kiss.  He is called 

a blasphemer and sentenced to death.  They spit in His face 

and slap Him.  They bind Him and lead him away to be handed 

over to an evil Roman judge who would have Him tortured 

and crucified. 

This is an account of callousness and brutality, deceit 

and egotism, cowardice and greed, the abuse of authority and 

power. Such evil and injustice, simply the inhumanity of it, 

should horrify us, and profoundly move us.  It should move us, 

were it done to anyone, but this man is not just anyone. He is 

the Son of God, a Divine Person, the second Person of the 

Holy Trinity, the One God.  All of this evil was done to God 

Himself.  He allowed His creatures to do these things to Him. 

This is a horror like no other. In allowing this, our Lord reveals 

humanity to itself; He reveals that to which each one of us 

belongs.  

That we would do such things, not just to other human 

beings, but to God Himself, clearly shows our desperate need 

for a Savior.  Jesus is that Savior we so desperately need. The 

prophet Isaiah speaks of Him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by men;  
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces  
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
4 Surely, he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows...  
5 …he was wounded for our transgressions,  
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he was bruised for our iniquities;  
upon him was the chastisement that made us whole,  
and with his stripes we are healed.  
6 …the Lord has laid on him  
the iniquity of us all. 
…he makes himself an offering for sin 

 
The just punishment that we deserved He bore for our 

sake. Consider, then, the love of God that He would do this for 

us.  God is utterly selfless. And consider the humility of God. In 

the words of St. Peter: 

He committed no sin; no deceit was found on his lips. 
23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he trusted 
to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls 
(1 Peter 2:21–25). 

And St. Paul would write: 

Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being 
found in human form he humbled himself and became 

obedient unto death, even death on a cross (Phil 2:5–
8). 

 
Our Lord’s love and humility stands in stark contrast to 

us. Think of all that He has done for us and how we deserve 

none of it whatsoever. His mercy toward us is of His infinite 

goodness alone. 

Now, as if all that He has done for us was not enough, 

He gives us His body and blood, that He might be our Divine 

food, the bread of eternal life in the Holy Eucharist. He did not 

simply appear on earth centuries ago and suffer and die as a 

sacrifice pleasing to God for our sins.  No, that was not nearly 

enough for Him.  His sacrifice would be forever and present to 

us here and now, and to every generation that would have 

faith in Him.  We should not say, “Oh, if I could only have been 

with Jesus at the foot of the cross”.  You are at the foot of the 

cross; you are at the tomb; you are there with the Myrr-



Holy Thursday                                                                                                        Copyright Fr. Tom Wells 
 

                                                        5                                                                                                                                                        6       

bearing women; and with the disciples when our Lord 

appeared to them.   

The gift that our Lord has given us in the Holy Eucharist 

is Himself. Present in the Most Holy Eucharist is the entire 

Paschal Mystery, that is, the Life, the Death and the 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It pleased 

Him not only to suffer and die for our sins, and trample down 

death by death by His Resurrection, but to make all of this 

present to us in the Holy Eucharist.  And He is not just present 

to us, but He truly and really gives Himself to us in the 

Eucharist.  He is our Divine Banquet of Salvation, where we 

eat His flesh and drink His blood.  Here, really and truly, His 

body is given in sacrifice for us; His blood is of the new 

covenant poured out for the forgiveness of sin.   

Let us take to heart, then, the words of the Ambron prayer of 

Holy and Great Thursday: 

See what kind of Lord we have, who gives us Himself. 
This is the gift we have received; this is the mystery we 
enjoy. Who is able to worthily glorify this great gift?  
We have accepted the gift, let us keep a genuine faith, 
that we may become heirs of His kingdom. 

 
Amen. 


