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Q: On what is the Parish Pastoral Plan and its categories based? 

The Parish Pastoral Plan and its categories are based two 
fundamental and essential aspects of the Church. The 
Church is the: 

1) Divinely Instituted Household of God (Matt. 16:18, Eph 
2:19-21, 1 Tim 3:16) 

2) Holy Mystery (Sacrament) of Christ’s Presence and 
Ministry (Rom 12:5; 1 Cor 10:17; 12:27; Eph 4:12; 5:23; 
Heb 13:3 Col 1:24).  
 

“What was visible of Christ on earth has passed over into 
the Church” (Pope Leo the Great (440-461 AD). 
 
The Catholic Church is the universal Holy Mystery or 
sacrament of salvation, whose source and summit is the 
Holy Eucharist, which is Christ Himself in the flesh, present 
and active in the world.  

Q: What are the categories of the Parish Pastoral Plan? 

Liturgy, Communion (of persons), Preaching, 
Evangelization, Catechesis, Domestic Church, Service 

Q: What is the purpose of the Parish Pastoral Plan? 

The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Plan is to carry out the 
divinely-given Mission of the Catholic Church, while being 
inspired, and inspiring others, with the Church's divinely-
given Vision.  

Q: What is the divinely-given Mission of the Church? 

The divinely-given mission of the Church is twofold.  

1) “The Church’s first purpose [mission] is to be the 
sacrament [Holy Mystery] of the inner union of men with 
God” (Catechism 775). 
 

2) “The second purpose [mission] is rooted in the first. 
Because men’s communion with one another is rooted in 
that union with God, the Church is also the sacrament 
[Holy Mystery] of the unity of the human race” (ibid). 

Q: What is the divinely-given Vision of the Church?  

1) “…the definitive realization of God’s plan to bring under 
a single head ‘all things in [Christ], things in heaven and 
things on earth’” (Catechism 1043-45). 

2) …the vision of God in which He “…opens himself in an 
inexhaustible way to the elect…” (ibid). 

3) “…the final realization of the unity of the human race.” 
4) “…the ever-flowing well-spring of happiness, peace, and 

mutual communion” (ibid). 

Q: What is the role of the Parish Church in the Mission and 
Vision of the Catholic Church? 

The Parish Church is the Catholic Church in a particular 
place. Thus, the Parish’s Mission and Vision are the same 
as the Catholic Church. 
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Mission of St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church 
1) Inner union of the human person with God  
2) Unity of the human race 

 
Vision of St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic Church 

1) Final realization of God’s plan 
2) All things subject to Christ  
3) Seeing God face-to-face—the well-spring of 

happiness and mutual communion— heaven, 
eternal life in the Holy Trinity. 

Q: How will the Parish Pastoral Plan help the parish? 

The Parish Pastoral Plan will help St. John Chrysostom 
Church prioritize, and stay focused, on the right things as 
they pertain to our parish’s divinely given Mission and 
Vision. The Pastoral Plan is like a spiritual rule of life for 
our Parish Church. How the Pastoral Plan is implemented 
will be appropriately tailored to our circumstances, and 
with respect to living out our Byzantine Catholic Ecclesial 
Traditions. 

Q: How was the Parish Pastoral Plan developed? 

The initial draft of the Plan was developed by the Parish 
Planning Committee. The committee made a study of each 
planning category and proposed goals and objectives for 
the Parish Pastoral Plan. 

 

Q: What is the difference between a goal and an objective? 

A goal is an aspiration, an ideal toward which one strives, 
a desire or a destination.  In some respects, one never 
totally achieves a goal. Objectives, however, are specific, 
measurable, concrete things that one does to further one’s 
goals. 
 

Q: What is an example of a goal and an objective? 

Goal (aspiration, ideal): Develop a sense of community 
among members of the parish and encourage members to 
get to know each other better 

Objective (specific): Organize a quarterly parish dinner out 

Q: How can I share my ideas for the Parish Pastoral Plan? 

There are three ways that you can submit your ideas. 

1. Use the online form on the parish web site. Go to the 
About menu, select Parish Pastoral Plan 

2. Email: PastoralPlan@StJohnChrysostom.com 
3. Drop your ideas in the US Mail 

The Pastoral Planning Committee, together with the  
Parish Advisory Council, is to finalize the initial  
Parish Pastoral Plan by November 30th, 2022. 

 
You may always submit ideas for the Plan as the Plan will 
continually be reevaluated and adjusted as time goes on. 
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