
Service 

The last category of the Parish Pastoral Plan is Service. It is last not because it is least, 

but so that it may be understood in its proper context with the rest of the categories. Human 

persons, because of their inherent dignity and communal nature, deserve to be loved and to be in 

relationships in which they can love others. Human flourishing requires this for at least two 

reasons. First, genuine love is the deepest human need, the deepest desire of the human heart, 

without which, no one can attain any measure of true happiness. Second, no one flourishes by 

himself; he depends on many others, such as family, friends and society. Both the need for love, 

and the interdependence of human persons for actualizing themselves, is bound up with the 

human person’s communal or relational nature. Through acts of love and interdependence, 

human persons fulfill each other. This is at the heart of service on a purely natural level. In the 

Pastoral Plan, however, Service is something even greater. 

The category of Service concerns faith working through love, a supernatural love 

working in and through us. In this respect, everyone who believes and is baptized is a sacrament, 

an instrument of divine love. Without such love, Service has little or no meaning in the Pastoral 

Plan (1 Cor 13:1-10). Seperated from the sacramentality of the Church, the Service category 

becomes mere social work or activism. In which case, the parish, in its service, is only concerned 

with this world, as if human effort could ever solve the problem of the human condition. The 

category of Service belongs to the mission and vision of the Church as a supernatural 

communion of persons, human and divine. This communion is so profound, so intimate, that 

whatever we do to another human being, we do to the Lord Himself.  

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And 



when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when 

did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I 

say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me’ (Matt 

25:35-40). 

In a similar way, whatever happens to any member of Christ’s body, happens to all the members. 

God has so composed the body…that the members may have the same care for one 

another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together (1 Cor 12:24-26). 

 “So, we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another” 

(Rom 12:5).  

Whatever we do to the least among us, including the evil that we do, we also do to Christ and to 

His entire body, the Church. We can see here that the category of Service in the Pastoral Plan is 

closely related to the category of Communion. All of the categories, however, are related to each 

other in a similar way. Service is related to Communion; Communion is related to Liturgy; and 

Liturgy to Preaching, Evangelization and Catechesis. Conversely, Preaching, Evangelization and 

Catechesis are all related to Service in the truest sense of the word, because they are aimed at 

serving the salvation and sanctification of the human person; they serve the person’s greatest 

possible good. And all of these elements relate to the life of the Domestic Church.  

Example Goal (what): Increase individual and parish understanding and involvement in the 

corporal and spiritual works of mercy. 

Example Objective (how): Put up poster display of works of mercy in the social hall with 

examples. 

  

Example Objective (how): Form a small committee to select at least one annual charity and 

determine at least one specific activity in which to engage (e.g., 40 days for life, pregnancy help 

centers, St. Vincent de Paul Society).  

 


