
To Our Faithful Parishioners, 
 

We, Fr. Joshy and the members of the Finance Council, thank you for your generosity of time, 

talents and treasure.   
 

In accordance with the provisions of Canon 1287§2, I present to you, St. Maria Goretti Catholic 

Church (SMGCC) parish family, this report of the financial condition of our parish, is on the 

opposite side of this letter (inside).  This report presents the projected* actual operations of SMGCC 

for the period from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 and the budget for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 2020 and is prepared using the accrual basis of accounting.  This annual report helps make 

you aware of the financial operation of our parish and is one measure of determining our 

stewardship role in this church.  Thank you for your prayers and contributions to our parish. 
 

Your servants in Christ, 

  

Fr. Joshy Mathew, CMI          

Parochial Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

May 18, 2019 

Pastoral Initiatives for Fiscal Year 2020 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Prayerful greetings to you all! 

 

I am so happy and blessed by your generous support and the great embrace with which you have responded 

to my pastoral initiatives for our parish community. Thank you so much for your support, whole hearted 

cooperation and collaboration in achieving our spiritual and pastoral goals for our parish. At this time, I 

would like to share with you my pastoral initiatives for this fiscal year, July 2019 – June 2020.  My vision 

for the parish as always has been to strengthen our spiritual roots.  I have faith that through our efforts in 

continuing the initiatives we implemented last year, we will continue our faith journey to strengthen our 

spiritual foundation. With that in mind, let us make a conscious, informed, and collective effort in continuing 

to strengthen our spiritual life in the parish with the following: 

  

• Bible Study:  Eight weekly sessions facilitated by Father Tom Bonacci, who will help lead us in our 

knowledge of the scripture, focusing on the Gospel of Saint Mark starting on Tuesdays of September 

2019. 

• Evangelization:  Scripture study series will be offered and facilitated by our Evangelization Ministry 

in 2019-2020.  We launched an invitation to all to register on FORMED™, powered by the 

Augustine Institute, enabling free access to Catholic faith on demand to movies, video programs, 

audios, and eBook for the entire family. 

• Christmas caroling within our parish boundary to create awareness of our presence in their 

neighborhood and to invite others to Christ.  

• Retreats:  There will be retreats offered during Advent and Lent at our parish.  We encourage 

individuals, married couples, and children to participate in spiritual retreats offered within our parish 

and the diocese.   

• Prayer Groups:  In an effort to focus on the renewal of family life, the prayer groups continue to be 

vibrant in sharing the power of prayer to bring our families closer and to spiritually grow together. 

• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):  Continue outreach efforts to those interested in 

becoming a Catholic or are Catholic.  The RCIA team led by John Nguyen, is filled 

with enthusiasm for the Lord and the faith to help you in your faith journey. All are welcome to 

attend at least two sessions for yourself or to witness the beauty of helping those who are on their 

quest to becoming a Catholic.  

• Youth Group:  We established a Youth Ministry in the parish with the leadership of Andrea Vasquez 

Tejada and the Core Team members, to mentor, facilitate the Life Teen™ program and nourish our 

youth in an engaging and fun manner, while simultaneously integrating the whole family to help lead 

them closer to Christ. 

• Parish Ministries:  Encourage and inspire our parish ministries through training, continued education, 

mentoring, and to develop leaders who are committed to Catholic values. 

• Community Building:  Nurture a sense of unity within our community by providing opportunities to 

gather, introduce ourselves, and bond friendships. 

• Sweet Sunday, second Sunday of each month, delicious sweets will be offered by the the Hospitality 

Ministry. 

Parish Finance Notes 
 

The average weekly mass offertory collection fiscal year 2018-2019 is $8,500 with an average attendance of about 
1,290 parishioners.  The fiscal year 2019-2020 budget is based on the premise that weekly collections will average 
approximately $8,700 per week.  In addition, Christmas and Easter offerings will bring in about $40K.      

 

A Salaries, benefits and payroll taxes for clergy and parish staff as set by the Diocese. 
B Church: Building Repairs & Maintenance, Sound System Repairs, Liturgical Supplies. 
C Rectory: Repairs & Maintenance, Utilities, Household support 

Parish Center/Office: Repairs & Maintenance, Utilities, supplies, Landscaping and other grounds repairs and 
maintenance 

D Charitable Donations: From Parish Special Collections, to youth, for the poor and parish family assistance 
E In the 2020 fiscal year budget, under the guidance of Father Joshy, some of the programs are being enhanced in our 

parish community!  The following is a list of some of the enhancements and spiritual programs being offered as we 
strive to bring our parish community together as One Family in Christ: 

 

a) Parish spiritual renewals (Retreats) 
b) Spiritual talks and introduction to the Gospel of Mathew (SEPTEMBER- OCTOBER & January)  
c) Bible study series starting September through December, February and beyond 
d) Discourses on Holy Eucharist 
e) Parish Mission for lent 
f) Ministry formation and continuous religious education (Los Angeles religious Education Congress) 
g) Ministry training and workshops 
h) Ministry to the Poor 

 

F Assessment set by the Diocese as a percentage (18%) of offertory collections. 
 

∗ We sincerely thank you and your generosity and prayers, our loan balance are approximately $2.7 million.  As part of 
our obligation to the Diocese, our annual payment on the loan is approximately $322,943 (Principal: $242,650 & 
Interest: $80,293).   

 

∗ In an effort to further reduce the loan balance, the original house will be sold, and the proceeds applied to the 
loan balance.  Approximate anticipated proceeds $450-475k. 

 

With your prayerful reflections on your financial gifts to the parish and sacrificial giving each week, we are confident we 
can reach all of our financial and spiritual goals. 
 

Let us continue to work together, embrace new members in our parish, recognize and give our time, talents and treasure 
so that together we can repay our debt while continuing to administer to the Parish needs. 
 

     Finance Council 
     Felipe Martin, Chair 

Ray Andres, George Alvarado, Beatriz Murillo, 

Sonia Fragozo-Lopez, Adele Madariaga 
     



 

• Pancake Breakfast, third Sunday of each month, a delectable pancake breakfast will be offered by the 

Knights of Columbus. 

• Annual Events:  Parish Family Picnic and Family Fall Festival 
 

Additionally, we plan to implement the following new initiatives: 

• Young Adult Ministry: Establish a Young Adult ministry to invite young adults, who 

are also essential to the vibrancy to our parish community, to have an authentic relationship 

with Christ and spiritual satisfaction through training, resources, and support. Provide opportunities 

for leadership, commitment and responsibility in evangelizing their peers. 

• Social Engagement: Establish a parish based ministry to feed the poor and to help the needy 

within and outside our parish community in response to the basic needs of humanity in living and 

acting upon the Acts of Mercy. 

• Safe Environment:  In caring for God’s people, we will conduct background checks and 

fingerprinting of clergy, employees, and volunteers who work with children and volunteer in the 

parish in any of its ministries.  We will provide training for adults (Safe Haven) and youths (Circle of 

Grace).  We will conduct an annual audit for compliance, provide education and promote local 

resources to prevent sexual abuse. 

 

As I reflect on St. Maria Goretti parish community, I am so grateful to God for his blessings and to all of you 

for your love and commitment to the Lord.  I thank all of you, especially those who are involved in our 

parish ministries, as leaders and its members in giving of your time, talent, treasure, and cooperative 

efforts with the sole purpose of wanting to serve Jesus in our parish.  To the faithful of our parish, I am 

thankful and value your participation and contributions.  I appreciate the commendable works that the Parish 

Pastoral Council and Finance Council are doing in their role as consulters and advisors to me and 

collaborating with my vision and spiritual mission. My sincere thanks to Sr. Concepcion Cambaya, 

catechists, catechist assistants, and parents for providing a safe and solid Catholic Faith Formation in the 

parish by providing a sound foundation for our children and teens in their spiritual journey.  Our newly 

formed Youth Ministry is awesome! Thank you to Andrea Vasquez Tejada and her Core Team members 

for their incurable optimism and arduous work in introducing solid Catholic teachings for our youth in a fun 

and engaging manner. I sincerely thank our volunteers in the parish office for their dedication and 

commitment to volunteer their time in the front office. You have done an amazing job in the parish office 

making it a place of welcome and the parish family truly appreciates your service.  I am very grateful to the 

parish staff for their support and dedication in their ministries in the parish. The past year was definitely a 

year filled with God’s blessings. I thank you all for supporting the pastoral initiatives we put in place last 

fiscal year and hope and pray for your continued support and presence going forward. 

  

I encourage you all to examine these initiatives and implement them through your support, involvement, and 

cooperation.  We are the branches of the vine, the vine that is the source of life, Jesus Christ. It is the vine 

that strengthens and nourishes us to be instruments of the Spirit of God. “I am the vine, you are the branches; 

he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”(John 15:5) 

Through your works of mercy, love, and support may we bear fruit in our spiritual life in the vineyard of our 

Lord. 

  

God bless you all. 

  

Sincerely in the Lord, 

  

Fr. Joshy Mathew, CMI          

Parochial Administrator  

 

 

 
 

 


