
 

 

December 2020– January 2021 

   I am a believer in having a sense of the big picture.  
This article will hopefully paint a glimpse of the larger 
portrait of how the Holy Spirit is moving in the area of 
gifting and directing charisms for service.   
   We live in a time of powerful 
movement of the Holy Spirit, and at 
the same time many still write of the 
hiddenness of the Holy Spirit.  This is 
a paradox.   
   Regarding the powerful movement, 
many of us have experienced baptism 
in the Holy Spirit and what are 
referred to as the charismatic gifts of 
the Holy Spirit for over 50 years.  
Some are just beginning to open 
themselves to these gifts, but what a 
joy for them and for all of us.  And of 
course, what a joy to the Holy Spirit! 
 

CHARIS 
   There are many new efforts — those which have 
already occurred and those that are now coming into 
newness.  One is at the international level — CHARIS, 
the Catholic Charismatic International Service.  You can 
read a letter regarding this at:  www.charis.international/
en/the-birth-of-charis-and-its-importance-for-catholic-
charismatic-renewal/. 
   This came about at the request of Pope Francis — to 
have one international leadership body for all of Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal and became official at Pentecost 
2019.  One of its goals is to create unity. 
   Within CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic International 
Service) there is an Assembly.  There is an International 
Service of Communion.  There are the Continental 
Services of Communion and National Services of 

Communion.  CHARIS has a digital magazine that can be 
found at:  www.charis.international/en/magazine/. 
   One of the goals of CHARIS is to bring about unity 
within this renewal in the Church.  But the beauty of this 

unity is that it is Unity in Diversity.  
There are so many different ways that 
the Holy Spirit works both with the 
Catholic Church and ecumenically. 
   In the United States we have long 
had the National Service Committee 
for Catholic Charismatic Renewal and 
its office has been known as 
Chariscenter.  As you can see, just 
looking at the word — Chariscenter, 
there is room for confusion going 
forward.   
 

 

PENTECOST TODAY USA 
   In an effort to eliminate confusion, and in this time of 
a new work of the Holy Spirit, the National Service 
Committee has made the decision to rename the NSC.  It 
is now Pentecost Today USA.  There is also a new logo.  
You read an explanation of all of this at: www. nsc-
chariscenter.org.  See the insert for Issue 4 of Pentecost 
Today .  So yes, that is the name of the magazine on the 
national level in the United States.  At present it will 
retain the name Pentecost Today with the subtitle, Magazine 
of Pentecost Today USA. 
   The insert for Issue 4 which is in the actual magazine 
but also online, will be the best explanation of what is 
happening with renaming and a new logo in the United 
States.  At the same time, the current Director is retiring 
and a new director has been hired to fill that position 
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beginning in 2021.  The new website is 
www.pentecosttodayusa.org/.  It is live and will be taking 
over the work of the Chariscenter website.  
 

T W I N  C I T I E S  C C R O  T E A C H I N G 
CONFERENCE DAY 2021 
   Right here in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, there are many groups rooted in the 
experience of baptism in the Holy Spirit.  In an effort to 
help us to get to know one another and build some unity 
within our own diversity, the 2021 CCRO Winter 
Conference Day will bring together representatives of the 
various entities to share the vision and mission of each 
group.  In that way we will all have a bigger picture and 
see where we fit in that picture — and perhaps some who 
listen will want to inquire and become involved in one of 
those areas.  The main purpose though is to help us 
know that Charismatic Renewal is a Current of Grace in 
the Church that has many faces.  The Holy Spirit wants 
us to be in union with one another — not that we 
become one group — we keep our diversity — but that 
we are even aware of one another, and that sometimes we 
may be able to work together.  (This has already 
happened in one way — at the celebration of Pentecost 
the last two years.)  Archbishop Hebda called for 
representatives of many of these groups to work along 

with the Archdiocesan Offices of Worship and 
Evangelization to plan a Vigil Mass for Pentecost in 2019 
to announce the plan for an Archdiocesan Synod and to 
continue to pray toward that in 2020-2021. 
   You are invited to attend, virtually and on site, the 2021 
Winter Conference Day.  Bishop Peter Smith, 
representing the Continental Service of Communion, will 
explain the big picture to us.  Jane Guenther, of the 
National Service of Communion, will explain her role.  In 
addition, we will have the opportunity to listen to a series 
of 20 minute talks by representatives of the following 
groups, who will speak of their vision and mission:   
 Charismata 
 Community of Christ the Redeemer 
 Emmanuel Community 
 NET Ministries 
 People of Praise 
 St. Paul’s Outreach 
 Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office (CCRO) 
 

   Perhaps, through coming together, we will be able to 

discover ways to express our Unity in Diversity.  We 

are not looking to have one organization.  We are looking 
to understand how the Holy Spirit is working among us 
and to understand what kind of unity the Holy Spirit may 
want to create among us.   
 

I  desire your freedom; and you must act in 
this freedom.  Seek my power—the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Begin a fast for this; and I 
will help you and pour out my blessings upon 
you.                                

 

L et the weak say — “I am a warrior!”  We 
are not to be waiting on God to move 

— He is waiting on us to respond in faith for 
our calling to bring the nations to Him.  He 
has given us all we need and won’t abandon 
us.      

Winter Conference Day:  

Unity in Diversity:  

Getting to Know One Another 

MARCH 13, 2021 

 

 St. Peter’s in Richfield, MN 

Many speakers.    

Praise & Worship 

Livestreamed.  

More information to come.  

PROPHETIC WORDS FROM THE FALL MASS 
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HAPPENINGS BREATH OF GOD INVITES YOU 

BY JOSHUA JOHANSEN 

   Earlier this year, the Lord put something on my heart.  
He wanted me to pray a Novena to the Holy Spirit for 
Pentecost, and He wanted to invite as many people as I 
could!  God brought about 60 of us together, online via 
Zoom, to pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  Many 
of us were lonely, our Churches were closed, prayer groups 
were unable to meet.  God knew we were suffering.  Every 
day of the Novena, God was present with us.  He spoke 
beautiful Words, “I am with you.” “Do not be afraid.”  He 
gave us uplifting Scriptures and very powerful visions!  We 
even experienced healings! 
   When our Novena ended, we felt that our group and 
what God was doing needed to continue.  We asked God 
what He wanted and the “Breath of God Zoom Prayer 
Group” was formed!  Romans 1:12 “that we may be 

mutually encouraged by 
each other’s faith” was the 
Scripture we were given as 
our mission statement.  
God also gave us three primary goals:  He wanted us to 
praise Him, learn about our spiritual gifts and to grow in 
them.  Breath of God has been a safe environment for 
people to step out in faith and use their gifts! 
   Our prayer group has a number of people who are 

new to the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and some of them are just learning about the 
gifts.  God recently asked us to use the gift of tongues more to PRAISE Him.  We asked 
God to stir up this gift and He did!  Five people who never prayed in tongues before 
did.  We had such a powerful night of praise!  Many of our group share prophetic 
Words from the Lord and also Scriptures that God reveals.  We also share visions, 
prophecies, and prophetic tongues have been spoken, and many of our newer members 
receive interpretations.   
   We felt God calling some in our group to healing ministry.  After our prayer 
meeting, some of us stay later to receive prayer.  As I mentioned before, we have seen 
healings.  A woman was suffering from a kidney infection.  She had no energy and in a 
lot of pain.  We prayer over her, and she was able to go for a run!  We have seen 
healings of eye and back issues, and even issues with COVID.  One night we were 
praying for someone’s friend who was diagnosed with COVID and God told us that He 
would breathe His Spirit into this person.  His breath would be in the person’s lungs 
and He would cast out the virus.  Sure enough, the person improved.  Praise God! 
   God also asked us to start a prayer ministry in which we pray for people on Zoom in 
a smaller group outside of the prayer group time.  Recently, there is a sense to invite 
anyone who needs healing to contact us and we can pray for you.  We invite you to do 
just that.  
   Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to personally invite you to our prayer 
group.  If you want to discover, exercise and grow in your spiritual gifts, come check 
us out!  We will be starting a Life in the Spirit on January 6, 2021.  We will be using 
“The Wild Goose” series by Fr. Dave Pivonka.  Our group and the series will be on 
Wednesdays at 7 pm (CST).  If you would like to join us, for prayer group or the Life in 
the Spirit, please contact Joshua at 218-349-9660 or email jjj3279@aol.com. 

January 4 (Monday) PRAISE & WORSHIP, Church of 
St. Paul.  Facebook Live. (facebook.com/
churchofsaintpaulhamlake) 9 am.  

January 5 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in North St. Paul.  7:30 pm Mass. 
Presider: Fr. Benny Mekkatt, Pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament.  Call 651-353-4311.    

January 7 (Thursday)  EMMAUS, St. Mark’s in St. Paul.  
Encounter the mercy of His Sacred Heart. 7-8 pm. 
Eucharistic Adoration, confession, praise & worship. Call 
651-645-5717. 

January 12 (Tuesday) PRAISE & WORSHIP NIGHT, St. 
Peter’s in North St. Paul. 7 pm. 

January 31 (Sunday) PRAISE & ADORATION NIGHT, 
Adoration, Worship, & Prayer Ministry 8-9 p.m.. U of M: 
S t .  La w re nc e  Ca t h o l i c  C h u rc h .  E ma i l 
alexnschindler@gmail.com.  

Heavenly Father, 

Who gave St. Joseph to Je-
sus and Mary 

As protector and guide, 

Grant that our  
Archdiocesan Synod, 

Under his protection and 
guidance, 

May help us discern your 
direction for our Church.   

May we listen as he listened, 
 

Trust as he trusted, 
Obey as he obeyed, 

Receive as he received, 
 

Love as he loved, 
And share in his life of devo-

tion to Jesus and Mary.   

Amen. St. Joseph, pray for 
us. 
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Wishing you a very Merry Christmas.  Hope to see you at an 

event in 2021!  Come Holy Spirit, Come! 

May God bless you, 

Sara Dahlerup (Administrator), Sister Mary Anne Schaenzer, Peter Yurek, 

Mary Nawrocki, Mary Hagar, and Mary Kohlhaas.   

Thank you for your support of the CCRO.  

 


