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T he Catholic Charismatic Renewal has a specific 
vocation and responsibility in regard to the unity of 

Christians.  Its ecumenical vocation appears even more 
evident if we think back to what happened at the 
beginning of the Church.  What did the Risen One do to 
prompt the apostles to welcome the Gentiles into the 
Church?  God sent the Holy Spirit on Cornelius and his 
household in the same way and with the same 
manifestations with which he had sent the Spirit on the 
apostles at the beginning.  Peter could therefore only 
draw the conclusion that “if then God gave the same gift 
to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand 
God?”  (Acts 11:17).  At the Council of Jerusalem Peter 
repeated ths same argument:  God “made no distinction 
between us and them” (Acts 15:9). 
 

   Now we have seen this marvel repeated before our very 
eyes, this time on a worldwide scale.  God has poured out 
his HS on millions of believers who belong to almost all 
the Christian denominations and lest there be any doubt 
about his intentions, he has poured out his Spirit with the 
identical manifestations, including speaking in tongues.  
We too are left to draw the same conclusion that Peter 
did:  “if God then has given them the same gift he gave 
us, who are we to continue to say that other Christian 
believers do not belong to the body of Christ and are not 
true disciples of Christ?” 
 

   I have always been struck by the similarity between the 
experience that brought the Pentecostal leader Vinson 
Synan, who recently went to the Lord, to welcome 
Catholics into his communion and the experience that 
brought me to welcome Pentecostals into mine, namely, 
the discovery that the same Spirit operating in us was also 
operating in them. 

 

   We need to look 
a t  what the 
charismatic path to 
unity involves.  St. 
Paul outlined this 
plan for the 
Church:  “speak the truth in love” (see Ephes 4:15).  
What we must not do is bypass the issues of faith and of 
doctrine in order to be united in the sphere of shared 
action in evangelization and social issues.  Ecumenism 
experimented with this path at its beginning early in the 
past Century, and experienced its failure.  Divisions 
inevitably resurface quite soon, even in the sphere of 
action.  We must not substitute charity for truth but 
rather aim for truth with charity.  In other words, we 
need to begin to love one another in order to 
understand each other better. 
 

   The extraordinary thing about this ecumenical path 
based on love is that it is possible at once; the way is 
completely open before us.  We cannot “cut corners” 
concerning doctrine because there are indeed differences 
that are to be resolved with patience in the appropriate 
settings.  However, we can skip some steps concerning 
love and be united right now. 
 

   It is the only “debt” that we have toward others (see 
Rom 13:8).  We can welcome and love one another 
despite our differences.  Christ did not command us to 
love only those who think the  way we do and who fully 
share our creed.  If we love only those people, he warned 
us, what is special about that since the pagans also do 
that? (see Mt 5: 46). 
 

   We can love each other because what already unites us 
is infinitely more important than what divides us.  What 
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unites us is the same faith in God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit; the Lord Jesus true God and true man;  the 
shared hope of eternal life; the common commitment to 
evangelization; the shared love for the body of Christ, 
the Church. 
 

   Another important thing also unites us: the shared 
suffering and shared martyrdom for Christ.  In so many 
parts of the world, believers 
from different churches are 
sharing the same sufferings 
and enduring the same 
martyrdom for Christ.  They 
are not being persecuted and 
killed because they are 
Catholic, or Anglicans, or Pentecostals or from some 
other denomination, but because they are 
“Christians.”  In the eyes of the world, we are already 
one single group, and it is a shame if we are not also that 
in reality. 
 

   How do we concretely put into practice this message 
of unity of love?  Let us recall St. Paul’s hymn of charity.  
Each of his phrases acquires a new significance when 
applied to love among the members of the various 
Christian churches in ecumenical relationships: 
   Love is patient….Love is not boastful...Love is not 
rude… 
   Love does not seek its own interest (but seeks the 
interests of other churches as well).  Love keeps no 
record of wrongs (keeps no record of wrongs suffered 
from other Christians, but rather of the wrongs done to 
them) (see 1 Cor 13:4ff). 
 

   St. Francis in one of his Admonitions says, “Blessed is 
the servant who rejoices in the good that God does 

through others as if he had done it through him.”  We 
can say, “Blessed is that Christian who is able to rejoice 
at the good that God does through other churches just 
as he is for the good that God does through his own 
church.” 
 

   We should always remember however that Christian 
unity, before being a duty to be accomplished, it’s gift to 
be implored.  The unity of the Church comes about in 
the same way that unity in the Trinity does:  “The Father 
and Son,” St. Augustine writes, “have willed us to be in 
communion among ourselves and with them by the 
same bond that uites them, namely the love that is the 
Holy Spirit” (Sermon 17, 12, 18). 
 

   It’s the shared experience of the Holy Spirit that 
explains why the liveliest and most constructive 
ecumenical dialogue is currently the one between two 
Christian groupings that are the farthest apart in terms 
of signs, structures, and ministries but closer in their 
common experience of the Holy Spirit, that is, between 
Charismatic movements of the traditional churches on 
one side and on the other. 
  

   Let us conclude with the famous words of St. 
Augustine:  “Just as at that time of the languages of all 
nations indicated the presence of the Holy Spirit, I the 
same way, he is now indicated by the love of the 
unity of all nations.  The time you can be sure you 
have the Holy Spirit is when you consent through 
sincere charity firmly to attach your minds to the 
unity” (Sermon 269, 2, 4).  Pentecost Today, Fr. Raniero 
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This event is an incredible opportunity to learn about a new springtime for the Renewal . 

VIDEO MESSAGES from Bishop Peter Smith, Jane Guenther,  

Archbishop  Hebda, & Bishop Cozzens 

Presenters and/or organizations include: 

Charismata — Fr. Michael Becker   *   NET Ministries 

Community of  Christ the Redeemer  *  St. Paul’s Outreach   

Emmanuel Community     *    People of  Praise 

* You may not know about these groups that are alive in the Holy Spirit. *  

Buy a ticket to watch or come on site to find out more.   

Praise & Worship led by Alex Schindler  *  Mass with Fr. Michael Becker 

WINTER CONFERENCE DAY:  PRESENTERS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
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CCRO WORKSHOP:  Gift of Administration 

Presenter:  Jessica Balzarini  

Saturday, February 27 10 am—12 pm   FREE 

Visit ccro-msp.org for the Zoom link 

Join us to learn more about this 
beautiful and ancient prayer as 
we cry out for a fresh outpouring 
of The Holy Spirit.   

David was at 
the Duques-
ne University 
retreat when 
The Holy 
Spirit came 

down and ignited the Catholic  

Charismatic Movement in 1967

To register (link is on the CCRO 
website– ccro-msp.org:   

universe.com/events/breath-of-
god-talk-on-veni-creator-spiritus-

with-david-mangan-tickets-
WZT7R1  

Registration– early bird 

rate—until 2/28 
 Cost Qty Total   

Regular—on site $25  $ 

Students, missionaries,  

religious, or clergy—on 

site 

$20  $ 

Regular—online $25  $ 

Students, missionaries,  

religious, or clergy—

online 

$20  $ 

Total Due 

 

    
$ 

 

Winter Conference Day —On site / Online  
(Best way to register: ccro.msp-org)     

 

 NAME(S): ______________________________ 

 

 EMAIL (S):______________________________ 
 
 

 PHONE(S): _________________________________ 
 

 ADDRESS__________________________________ 
 

 CITY/ST/ZIP: ______________________________ 

     *Please register early.  Cost goes up by $10 after February 28. 

March 13  9 am—3:30 pm 
On site and Livestream 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Richfield, MN 

Bring your own lunch.   

Early bird before 2/28: $25/$20 over 70, students, ordained 
or religious ; After 2/28: $35/30.   

Scholarships available.  All are welcome. 

Friday, February 12 

7 pm CST 

On Zoom 

Free will offering  

Questions: Email Joshua at 
jjj3279@aol.com 

Sponsored by Breath of God 

 

https://www.universe.com/events/breath-of-god-talk-on-veni-creator-spiritus-with-david-mangan-tickets-WZT7R1
https://www.universe.com/events/breath-of-god-talk-on-veni-creator-spiritus-with-david-mangan-tickets-WZT7R1
https://www.universe.com/events/breath-of-god-talk-on-veni-creator-spiritus-with-david-mangan-tickets-WZT7R1
https://www.universe.com/events/breath-of-god-talk-on-veni-creator-spiritus-with-david-mangan-tickets-WZT7R1
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HAPPENINGS 

February 1 (Mondays) PRAISE & WORSHIP, Church of St. Paul.  Facebook Live. (facebook.com/

churchofsaintpaulhamlake) Every Monday at 9 am.   

February 2 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s Catholic Church in North St. Paul.  7:30 pm Mass. Presider: Fr.  
Ettore Ferrario, Pastor of St. Peter’s.  Call 651-353-4311.    

February 4 (Thursday)  EMMAUS, St. Mark’s in St. Paul.  Encounter the Mercy of His Sacred Heart. 7-8 pm. 

Eucharistic Adoration, confession, praise & worship. Call 651-645-5717. 

February 9 ( Tuesday) PRAISE & WORSHIP NIGHT, St. Peter’s in North St. Paul. 7 pm. 

February 12 (Tuesday) BREATH OF GOD PRESENTATION, Zoom. 7 pm. Speaker:  David Mangan.  Talk:  Veni 

Creator Spiritus.  More info on Page 3.  Email Josh at jjj3279@aol.com.  

February 20 (Saturday) LENTEN RETREAT, Encounter the Holy Spirit;  am– 12:30 pm; Speakers Mgr. Callaghan, 
Fr. Mike Schmitz (virtual), Bishop Andrew Cozzens (virtual), 9 am –12:15 p.m. St. Michael’s Catholic Church in St. 
Michael.  See holyspiritacademy.org for more details and to register. 
 
February 27 (Sunday) CCRO ZOOM WORKSHOP, Gift of Administration, 10 am— 12 p.m. Speaker:  Jessica 
Balzarini. See website for Zoom invite: ccro-msp.org. 
 
 

February 28 (Sunday) PRAISE & ADORATION NIGHT, Adoration, Worship, & Prayer Ministry 8-9 p.m.. U of M: 
St. Lawrence Catholic Church. Email alexnschindler@gmail.com. 

 


