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P ope Benedict XVI invited all the Ecclesial 
Movements to come to Rome for a wonderful 

celebration of the whole Church in 2006  During that 
weekend, our Holy Father led us in a wonderful 
meditation in which he gave a teaching about the nature 
of the Holy Spirit, He spoke of three particular 
expressions or fruits that the Holy Spirit always brings: 
Life, Freedom, and Unity. 
 

   When Benedict XVI reflected on the life that the 
Creator Spirit breathes upon the earth, he used the image 
of the prodigal son who thought he had life by taking it.  
By taking what was his inheritance from his father he 
thought he had all that life had to offer with all its 
abundances.  He thought life was about possessing and 
taking, and he ended up in a pigsty.  The truth of the 
matter is that life isn’t about possessing and taking; it is 
about receiving.  God tells us, I came that they might 
have life and have it abundantly, to the full.  Life is a gift 
we receive, a pure gift from God Himself.  Isn’t that what 
we experience in the baptism of the Holy Spirit:  the life 
of God coming within us?  
 

   When I was baptized in the Holy Spirit I knew that 
God was real, not because I read about Him in a book, or 
that somebody else told me about Him.  I knew He was 

real because he 
was alive in me 
by that grace of 
s a c r a m e n t a l 
Bapt i sm in 
which I was 
baptized in 
water and Sprit.  
But in the 
Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, I 

could say, “Yes, Lord!  I want this grace!  I want this gift!  
I need your life!”  I remember when I was first exposed 
to this grace it awakened in me a hunger I didn’t know I 
had.   
 

   Before I thought life was all about the dead ends, the 
struggles, the trials, and the difficulties, Then I 
discovered people who were joyful and alive — not 
because everything around them was going great, but 
everything within them was; it was He who was alive in 
them.  “Greater is He in me than he who is in the 
world.” 
 

   We are familiar with the story of the widow of 
Zerapheth, where Elijah tells her he wants something to 
eat.  She tells him that she 
has nothing left.  She was 
about to bake her last loaf 
of bread and then she and 
her son were going to die.  
She thought that life was 
about what you get, what 
you have and what you need.  These people thought that 
the absence of the stuff meant that life was over.  Then 
Elijah invites her, and by the grace of God, somehow she 
responds positively. 
 

   Our Holy Father, Benedict XVI, reminded us at that 
vigil celebration that the source of life is the Holy 
Spirit of God.  We need to always come to that well and 
drink deeply from the grace of the Holy Spirit.  We need 
to come often and be refreshed.  Let’s be renewed in 
the grace of charisms, of yielding ourselves to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, of the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and to the Father’s love.   
(Reprinted with permission: article originally in “Gleanings”, Dec 
2014 wwwccr.org.  To read the complete article, visit Nov-Dec-2021
-Web.pdf (disciplesofthelordjesuschrist.org)  
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who is in the 

world.”  - 1 John 4:4 
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Everyone is Invited Into the Upper 
Room in Anticipation of  the 
Archdiocesan Synod by Fr. James Perkl, Pastor of 

Mary, Mother of the Church (MMOTC) 
 

   Here at Mary, Mother of the Church (in Burnsville), there is 
a place we have named “The Upper Room.”  The Pentecost Icon 
placed in that room shows Mary, Mother of the Church 
surrounded by Jesus’ Apostles and disciples.  Upon the head 
of each of  them, a flame that indicates God’s love pouring 
into the heart of each one.     
   No wonder it’s the place we look forward to bringing 
newcomers into our parish family.  We bring them inside the 
Upper Room, not to see The Pentecost Icon, 
but to experience the Mystery of God’s 
Love; it is revealing!  Almost every Sunday, 
those not yet baptized, are dismissed to 
carry the Gospel  Book from our Sunday 
gathering, to go study and pray through the 
Word of God, to see and interpret their life 
experience in this light.  Inside the Upper 
Room, and under the mantle of Mary, 
Mother of the Church, our newcomers to 
the parish, come to explore the Sacred 
Mysteries that are revealed to us in Word 
and Sacrament. 
   Adjacent to this article, we see another 
icon that gives yet another perspective to 
the Upper Room.  In this icon, under the 
mantle of Mary, we see our First Parents, 
Adam and Eve.  Within Mary, surrounded 
by light Our Lord and Savior + Jesus 
Christ remains hidden in her womb.  The 
Cross, the Crown of Thorns, indicate The 
Way Jesus will set all generations free to 
love God once again.  But for now, in the 
moment depicted in the icon, it is Mary, 
Mother of the Church that reaches out with all of the Divine 
Love that is within her. 
   This image was created for the Archdiocesan Synod.  The 
Visitation of Mary with The Christ Child to Adam and Eve Icon 
presents how we are to reach out to others to participate in 
the work of evangelization.     First, be filled with Jesus, 
“Only Jesus,” like Mary.  Then to reach out, as we see Mary 

doing for it is “Mercy that God desires.”  
Reaching out, as St. Faustina counsels, 
through our prayer, word, deed, we may 
lead many more children of Adam and 
Eve under the mantle of Mary, where 
each may come to repentance dropping 
the apple, to be drawn into the life of 
Jesus’ Holy Family! 
   Do you have an Upper Room in your 
own parish church?  Is there an Upper 
Room in your home?  Is your heart yet 
under the mantle of Mary, repentant, 
and so open to receiving the touch of 
Divine Love and Mercy? 

   May God bless our 
Archdiocesan Synod, meeting on the Feast 
of Pentecost, where we will together 
accomplish the three goals of the 
Archbishop and our Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis: 
1– We will form parishes that are in 
the service of Evangelization  
2– We will form missionary disciples 
who know Jesus’ love and respond to 
his call and  
3– We will form youth and young 
adults in and for a church that is 
always young.   
   Learning from Mary, Mother of the 
Church and from her “Fiat,” we know that 
we will never be able to accomplish any of 
these goals unless we are drawn under the 
mantle of Mary into the Upper Room where 
the flame of the Holy Spirit comes to fill us 
all.  

All are welcome to the Life in 
the Spirit seminar at MMOTC  

beginning April 23 continuing to Pentecost.  
Saturdays from 6—8 pm. Call to Register: 
952-890-0045       (The picture of the Icon: © Fr. 

James M. Perkl, The Visitation of Mary with The Christ 
Child to Adam and Eve, 2022.) 

Webinar: Gifts of the Spirit  
 5-session series begins on March 21  

Monday nights at 7 pm (ET)  
Presenters include Sr. Marie Fidelis, Dr. Mary 
Healy, Al Mansfield, Jane Guenther, and Bob 

Canton.   

Sponsored by the Ark & the Dove: 

thearkandthedoveworldwide.org/en/2022
-events 

To register, visit  their website.   

Cost is $35 

Wishing 
you a 

blessed  
Lent. 
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March 26 (Saturday) CCRO GIFT 

WORKSHOP, St. Raphael’s in Crystal. (See 

below for more details.)   

April 5 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, St. 

Peter’s, 2600 Margaret St. N., North St. 

Paul, MN 55109.  Presider:  TBD.  7:30 pm 

Mass followed by prayers for healing.  Call 

Peter 651-353-4311.   

† Praise of JESUS:  because of who He is—the Alpha 
and Omega, King of Kings, Son of God, Messiah 

† Praise of JESUS:  centers on a relationship in which 
the creator of the universe lives in me, dwells in me, 
inhabits my praise, chooses to be with me 

There is much to explore as we go deeper into His throne of 
grace.  A special invitation to all prayer group members all over! 

March 26  9 am—12 pm 

Topic: Overview of the Charis-

matic Gifts and Praying for a 

Fresh Outpouring of the Gifts 
 

St. Raphael’s Catholic Church  

7301 Bass Lake Road 

Crystal, MN 55428 
 

Panel presentation including Mary 

Nawrocki (tongues); praying with 

others (Mary Kohlhaas); Prophetic 

words and more * Praise & Worship 
*********** 

Morning hospitality available after the 
8 am Mass.  Free will donation.  All are 

welcome.  Bring your questions! 

 

Join us as we celebrate: 

 

April 23 * Guardian Angels Catholic Church 

in Oakdale, MN   * More details to come  

We are very excited to announce  that the upcoming 

conference is focusing on Praise and Worship. 

Alicia Hartle will be co-leading this conference 
along with her brother Father Levi Hartle.   
   Alicia is the new executive director of Pentecost 
Today USA (formerly the National Service Committee of 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the US).  She has 

served as an NSC council member and 
has a rich background in charismatic 
groups.  She comments, “Knowing 
God and making him known are 
passions of mine, fueling an ever-
deeper desire to fall in love with 
Jesus Christ, to be formed by our 
heavenly Father, and to share life in 
the Holy Spirit.” 

   Her brother, Levi, heard clearly from the Lord at age 
18.  God spoke the most profound prophetic words he 
has ever experienced, and from that 
day on, he knew he would serve God 
as his priest!  
  Fr. Levi Hartle was ordained in  
and is Parochial Vicar for Blessed 
Trinity Parish in Pittsburgh in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh.  He also acts 
as a praise and worship consultant 
and often leads music.  He is passionate about bringing 
God’s people into the life of the Trinity through the 
Sacraments!  A close second, he says, “is teaching people 
how to enter into the mystery of God through prayer, 
praise, and worship! 
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Registration– early bird 

rate—until 4/10  
 Qty Total   

Regular—on site $45  $ 

Students, missionaries,  
religious, or clergy—on site 

(Group rate available.) 

$25  $ 

Regular—online $45  $ 

Students, missionaries,  
religious, or clergy—online 

(Group rate available.) 

$25  $ 

Total Due 

 

    
$ 

 

Registration—On site / Online (Best way to register: ccro.msp-org)    
 

NAME(S)/PARISH: ________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:____________________________PHONE(S): ____________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY/ST/ZIP: ___________________________________________ 

This conference will be livestreamed. 

Check payable: CCRO  Mail check to:  

CCRO;  4714 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, 

MN 55421     

Call if questions:  763-571-5314 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE 

The virtual conference link & instructions 
will be emailed to you closer to the event.  

Cost goes up $10 after April 10 

If groups wish to livestream, there is a group 
rate available.  Please call the office. 

 


