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In  the beginning there was a story.  Written by the author 
of humanity, it’s the greatest love story ever told, a best 

seller and one that was written just for you.  Why 
is it the greatest story?  Because it’s about 
salvation and it’s a story that has no end—only 
new beginnings.  The evergreen story is filled with 
beauty, purpose, and hope.  The story promises 
eternal life.  God’s story of salvific love has been 
told by countless witnesses giving testimony of 
signs, wonders, and miracles throughout history 
and all generations.   
   The greatest love story ever written  is personal 
and it lives deep inside your soul.  The pages of 
the love story are customized for your journey.  
The story of your life matters because you are a 
part of a bigger plan.  You are destined for divine life with 

eternal peace and joy.  God wants you to know that your life’s 
journey has sacred value, purpose and meaning.   

Jesus was the master storyteller and by divine plan, 
our human brains have been wired to find meaning 
in the stories that we hear.  In fact, science shows 
us that our brains will actively seek out meaning 
whether we are conscious of that fact or not.  
Stories can change our attitudes, beliefs, and 
behaviors.  Storytelling has universal appeal but for 
me, it really hits close to home.  For more than two 
decades, I’ve been telling stories and sharing stories 
in television news, agencies, non-profit and 
corporate communication environments.  As a life-
long Catholic, I am sad to say it was only three 
years ago that God’s story powerfully came into my    

view.  In fact—-I can’t turn it off—-God’s story is 

everywhere and I don’t ever want to (Cont’d on Page  2) 

God’s Story is Alive! Go Out to All the World and Tell the Good News! 
By Laura Archbold, Member of Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Rochester, MN 

Easter to Pentecost: The Season of the Holy 

Spirit 

   The Easter Season begins and ends with an 

emphasis on the Holy Spirit. On Easter Sunday we 

are told that Jesus “breathed on them and said to 

them ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you 

forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 

retain are retained” (John 20:22-23).  

   After 40 days of resurrection appearances, 

before Jesus ascends to heaven, he tells his 

followers that “I am sending the promise of my 

Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are 

clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49); 

“wait for the ‘promise of the Father…in a few days 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:4

-5); “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses…to 

the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8); “All devoted 

themselves with one accord to prayer, together 

with some of the women, and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and his brothers” (Acts 1:14). In the novena 

before Pentecost (nine days the disciples prayed 

between the Ascension and Pentecost) let us 

intercede with Pope John XXIII who prayed for a 

“New Pentecost” for the Church.  Refer to these 

websites for more information: 

 www.charis.international 

www.nsc-chariscenter.org 
www.burningbushinitiative.com    
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lose sight of it.  I have an increasing desire to share it with 
others.  I have the Holy Spirit, the protagonist of 
evangelization, the holy Eucharist, sacraments, our sacred 
tradition along with the Blessed Mother, Mary, St. Joseph, and 
a long list of saints I am getting to know 
and thank for my heart’s ongoing 
conversion.  I truly see how the Holy Spirit 
led me to attend a Life in the Spirit seminar 
at my parish, and I haven’t been the same 
since.  God’s story is powerfully alive, 
and Scripture is the living word that brings 
truth, hope, and light into our world.  Now 
more than ever we need God’s story to 
illuminate and unite our world with 
meaning, hope and universal love.   

It’s time to flood our communities and the online feeds with 
light to tell of humanities the story of salvation that proclaims 
a bold message of truth that there is unshakeable goodness, 
hope, and light in the world.  What can be the results of telling 
and sharing God’s story in the world?  There will be life-giving 
and sustaining impact that touches our life, the lives of family 
members, in our work and community that will echo across 
the globe.  It is a powerful message that reminds us that there 
is harmony, peace, and love in the world that GOD MADE. 

The Easter season is the perfect reminder that we need the 
light of  Christ to shine on and in our life’s story.  The Holy 

Spirit 
opens 
o u r 
e y e s 
so that 
w e 
m a y 
see the 
r i s e n 
Christ 

in our midst—and through the Eucharist and Sacraments we 
are given the graces to persevere on our path to holiness.  
When we meet the risen Christ, our life story takes a new, 
transformational, and urgent mission.  Through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ heals our 
wounds and hurts, and we are called to bring 
that compassion, mercy, and healing to 
others.  When we meet the person of Jesus 
Christ, everything changes. Everything.  
And that IS good news!  God’s story and 
the salvific mission for our life connects at 
an emotional level through our life story. 

Pope Francis reminds us there is a close 
relationship between the testimony of 
Scripture as God’s word and the witness that 

is given by the lives of believers.  One implies and leads to the 
other.  The Word of God reaches us through an encounter 
with witnesses who make it present, timely, and alive today.  
World Communication Day is/was scheduled to be celebrated 
on May 24, 2020, just one week before Pentecost Sunday.  
Back in January, Pope Francis announced the theme for this 
day would be storytelling and based on Exodus 10:2, That you 
may tell your children and grandchildren; and how life 
becomes history.  Given the historic timing of the global 
pandemic and suffering that has united all of us—there has 
never been a more profound opportunity to tell and share 
God’s story.  The culture of death in the world wants to tell a 
different narrative than the one that God wants us to see.  
Salvation’s story is evergreen, and history repeats itself.  
Perfect love casts out all fear and through the gift of faith 
we know and believe in God’s most beautiful love story.  
God’s story has been written deep in our soul and we must 
remain close to the risen Christ.  Through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we are given amazing grace to see 
and share God’s most beautiful love story.   

PLEASE SHARE THIS PROPHECY FOR OUR BELOVED PRIESTS 

O priests of God, I have chosen all of you as the ones who will announce and secure my 
salvation in the hearts of my people who are away from me.  You are my heart.  You are 
my voice.  You are my power.  Not you and your competencies; Not your work.  Not your 
own efforts. Not your own plan.  None of this.  It is me alive in you through my beloved 
Holy Spirit that bursts forth in your parishes and beyond.  This day I  stand w ith 
you to invite you, my dear holy brothers, to cry out in a loud voice to me as I cried out 
for the people in Jerusalem just before I died.  This is what I hear you saying to me: 
Send forth your fire, O Lord...Send forth your fire, O Lord...Send forth your fire, O Lord.   

Set me ablaze with the gift of your Holy Spirit and then my words and my love which you 
have given me will let the sweetness of your presence be known.  I will do this work for 
you.  I will do it together with my brother priests.  

O Lord, send your fire on us.  Set us ablaze.  
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HAPPENINGS– ON HOLD 

Entries from Saint Faustina’s Diary 
 

“O Jesus, keep me in holy fear, so that I may not waste graces. 
Help me to be faithful to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit. 

Grant that my heart may burst for love of You, rather than I should 
neglect even one act of love for You.”   

-Diary, 1557 ‘                 
 

“Today the Lord said to me, ‘Daughter, when you go to confession, 

to this fountain of My mercy, the Blood and Water which came 

forth from My Heart always flows down upon your soul and enno-

bles it.  Every time you go to confession, immerse yourself entirely 

in My mercy, with great trust, so that I may pour the bounty of My 

grace upon your soul.  When you approach the confessional, know 

this, that I Myself am waiting there for you.  I am only hidden by 

the priest, but I Myself act in your soul.  Here the misery of the 

soul meets the God of Mercy.  Tell souls that from this fount of 

mercy souls draw graces solely with the vessel of trust.  If their 

trust is great, there is no limit to My generosity.  The torrent of 

grace inundate humble souls.  The proud remain always in pov-

erty and misery, because My grace turns away from them to hum-

ble souls.”  

-Diary, 1602  Page 568  

SPECIAL DONATION 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I 

cannot change, courage to change the things I 

can, and wisdom to know the difference.   

Thank you, Karen, for being an example of unconditional love.  
We love you so and we miss you.   

A generous contribution was made in Karen’s honor.  The above 
prayer reflection was very special to this beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, & aunt.  Please share it and remember her 

and her family in your prayers.   

If you would like to do something like this, call the office and Sara 
can give you the details.  What Scripture or prayer intention could 

be shared in your loved one’s memory?  

Call 763-571-5314 or email  office@ccro-msp.org. 

We are all hopeful that we can begin gath-
ering in person to pray and praise very 
SOON!  Please call the office or send an 
email to office@ccro-msp.org if  you have 
any questions about events that may hap-
pen in May.  We will send emails about any 
upcoming events (like Charismata & Pentecost 

etc.) and also be updating the CCRO web-
site.  We are praying for you.  We hope re-
ceiving this newsletter brings a smile to 
your face.  We miss you!  We love you.  We 
appreciate you!  God bless you. 

Last year especially, Pentecost was a grand 
celebration.  This year, it will look a little 
different.  Let us pray for a celebration no 

matter how big or small!  

  Pentecost is May 31! 

DIVINE MERCY 

One-Day Fall Conference: October 24 at All Saints Catholic Church  

in Lakeville, Minnesota with Fr. Mathias Thelen.  

7 pm Healing Service—free and open to all 
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We are nearing the glorious  

celebration of Pentecost.   

Let us pray together the Pentecost Novena  
which begins on the Feast of Ascension on 

Thursday, May 21 
The novena can be found on our website:  ccro-msp.org  

 

Come Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful 
and enkindle in them the fire of your love!  

  Memorare Prayer to the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was 

it known that anyone who fled to your protection, im-

plored your help, or sought your intercession, was left 

unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you, O 

Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To you do I come, before 

you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in your mercy, 

hear and answer me. Amen.  

In May, we celebrate Mary,  

the Spouse of the Holy Spirit 


