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T he secret to Saint Paul’s profound apostolic 
ministry is the depths of his conversion, which is 

considered the greatest in Church history.  His 
encounter with Jesus  on the road to Damascus was only 
the beginning of Saul’s transformation into the great 
Apostle Paul.  His radical response was to withdraw for 
three years to Arabia. (Gal 1:17) It was there, alone in 
prayer, that Paul began “to grasp the length, the height 
and the depth” of God. (Eph 3:19) 
 

   In this desert time, Paul pondered God’s love “poured 
into his heart through the Holy Spirit” which he 
received when he was baptized by Ananias. (Rom 5:5)  
Paul recognized God’s special favor in 
choosing him while he was still a sinner 
(Rom 5:8), considering himself to be the 
greatest of sinners having been a 
persecutor of the saints ( 1 Tim 1:12-17)  
His response to God’s overwhelming 
unconditional love is one of deep gratitude 
and continual praise.  He tells us”...pray 
constantly; and for all things give thanks to 
God,” (1Thess 5:17) and to “Rejoice in the 
Lord always.” (Phil 4:4)  Paul demonstrates 
by his life that he praised the Lord continually in all 
circumstances.  We read in Acts 16: 22-26 that after 
being flogged and thrown into prison, “Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing God’s praises”  late at night.  
The result of their sacrifice of praise was an earthquake, 
the conversion of the jailer and his household, and their 
release from prison! 
 

   Paul also reflected on God’s divine call for him to 
preach the Good News to the Gentiles.  (Gal 1:16)  This 
required such a radical change in his understanding of 
salvation and the Gentile’s part in it.  How jarring this 

must have been for him!  God’s ways are not our ways 
and He does challenge us to “be transformed by the 
renewal of our minds” (Rom 12:2). 
 

Relationship and Surrender 
 

   Our Christian life and prayer is about relationship with 
God, as our Father.  Paul expresses this in Romans 8: 15
-17, “The Spirit you received is not a spirit of slaves 
bringing fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of sons, 
and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’” When we see 
ourselves as children of God, we are freed from the slave 
mentality that creates an unhealthy fear of God in us.  

Paul encourages us to have childlike faith 
in God by “casting all cares on Him, 
knowing He cares for us.”   He tells us in 
Philippians 4:6, “in everything, by prayer 
and petition with thanksgiving, make your 
requests known to God:  Paul exhorts us to 
“persevere in prayer” (Rom 12:12, Col 4:2) 
and to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess 
5:17) because he knows that prayer is life to 
the soul, just as food is to the body.   
 

   Paul responded to his deep relationship 
of love by imitating the 
One  he loves.  He sought 
to crucify all his self-
indulgent passions and 
desires in order to belong 
more fully to Jesus (Gal 
5:25), and “...to share His 
sufferings by reproducing 
the pattern of His death” (Phil 3:10-11) He emptied 
himself of all pride, power, prestige, title, or position 
and saw himself as an unworthy servant of Jesus Christ.   
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He passed on to us the “Christian formula for greatness” 
in his letter to the Philippians 2: 5-11 by exhorting us to 
have the same attitude as Christ Jesus, who totally 
emptied Himself, even unto death on the cross.  Paul 
had made so much room for God in his heart that he 
can declare, “I have been crucified with Christ, it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” (Gal 2: 19
-20) 

Boldness 

   Paul’s one aim in life was to proclaim “Jesus is Lord” 
so that all would be saved. (Rom 1:9) This proclamation 
of the Word was not really separate from his life of 
prayer.  For him to lift Jesus up was an act of worship:  
“The God I worship spiritually by preaching the Good 
News of His Son…” (Rom 1:19) 

   His apostolic ministry was a form of praise as Paul 
extolled the goodness of God.  His love poured out 
from him so that he could not help but preach the 
Gospel because it was such good news!  “Woe to me if 
I do not preach the Gospel.” 

   The light that enveloped him on the road to Damascus 
now became the blinding Truth that has shown through 
him wherever he went.  He allowed the burning love of 
Jesus to so penetrate his heart that he was a man on 

fire who could boldly exhort us, “Be imitators of me as I am 

of Christ.” (1 Cor 11:1). 

 
Used with permission from: Praise Him!  July/August 
2021.  www.disciplesofthelordjesuschrist.org 
 

Sr. Bernadette Beamsley is part of the Disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, a Franciscan charismatic community 
based in Texas and was one of our Jubilee conference 
speakers in October 2017. 

 

As we approach the conference in October, 
pray to live and walk with boldness as Paul  
did.  Let’s look forward to being IGNITED 
by the POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT so 
we can go forth as disciples of  our Lord 
Jesus. 

Jim Murphy asked, “Do you believe 

someday you will be a saint, in the 

halls of Heaven, be like Him?”         

1 John 3:2  Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that 

when Christ appears, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is. 

We experience freedom when we SURRENDER TO GOD 

in these areas: 

1)  Matters of the heart:  This pertains to daily interactions 

with others.  Don’t hang on to negative attitudes, percep-

tions, and past experiences.  Surrender it all to God!  

2) Economy:  God provides for us.  He asks us to give gen-

erously.  If I give, will I have enough for myself?  Can you 

trust the Lord? 

3) Protection:  God is in our boat in the middle of the 

storm.  Can you let God be your protector?  

4) Using time:  The greatest gift you have is the gift of life.  

How are you using your life? 

5) Transformation:  Will you let God do what He needs to 

do?  Can you learn to see yourself the way God does? 

SPEAKER SERIES ON SURRENDER WITH BISHOP PETER & JIM MURPHY 
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HAPPENINGS SAVE THE DATE 

August 10 (Tuesday) PRAISE & WORSHIP NIGHT, 

St. Peter’s Prayer Group.  7-8:30 pm.  Call Peter 651-353-

4311. 

August 15 (Sunday) “BREATH OF GOD” 

GATHERIING, Kordiak County Park, 1845  49th Ave. 

NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421. Potluck and 

fellowship. 11 am—4 pm.  All are welcome.    

September 7 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s 

Catholic Church in North St. Paul.  Presider: Fr. Jimmy 

Puttananickal.  Mass 7:30 pm. Call Peter  651-353-4311.  

Prophetic word 

r e c e i v e d :  

"Embrace surren-

der. It is good to 

think of yourself 

as a helpless 

child, a child 

completely and 

totally dependent 

on our Father. 

That is the mind-

set I want you to 

have of Me. A 

Loving Father is 

always watching 

over His child, always Providing for His child and always Loving His child. I am that Good Father 

and you can rest safely in My Arms. I will see to everything." 

           

Where?  Trinity School in Eagan  

The conference will also be livestreamed.   

Registration will be available in late August.  

Spread the word.  You don’t want to miss it. 
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 Breath of God  
Gathering 

(Not on Zoom: in person!)  

August 15  11 am -4 pm 
 

Kordiak Park Picnic Pavilion 

1845 -  49th Ave NE 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

Let’s connect through fellowship, prayer and praise!  
Families welcome.  Bring a lawn chair, your own 

lunch, or something to share for the potluck.  All are 
welcome — if you belong to Breath of God or not.  

Questions, email Josh at  jjj3279@aol.com or call the  
CCRO at 763-571-5314. 

New Webinar taught by Al and Patti 
Mansfield 

“Power From on High Today” 

Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM EST   Cost is $25 Au-
gust 10, 17, 24, & 31 

We hope the seminar will help you: 

1. Fall in love with Jesus Christ and grow 
strong in faith. 

2. Learn how the outpouring of the Spirit can 
deepen your hope and love.  

3. Be more than conquerors in spiritual war-
fare. 

4. Deepen your relationship with Mary. 


