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Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.” (Acts 

1:14)  The prayer of the apostles, gathered together with 
Mary in the Upper Room, is the first great epiclesis.  It 
is the inauguration of the epicletic dimension of the 
Church:  that “Come, Holy Spirit” that will continue to 
echo in the Church forever and ever and that the liturgy 
will use to introduce all its most important actions.   
   While the Church was 
praying, “there came from 
heaven a sound as of a 
violent wind...and they 
were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:2-4)  
What happened at the 
baptism of Christ takes 
place once again:  “After 
all the people had been 
baptized, Jesus also was 
baptized.  While he was 
praying, heaven was 
opened and the Holy 
Spirit came down upon 
him.” (Luke 3:21-22).  One might say, that for Luke it was 
the prayer of Jesus that pierced the heavens and had the 
Spirit come down on hm.  The same happened at 
Pentecost.  It is surprising how in the Acts of the 
Apostles the coming of the Holy Spirit is in constant 
relation with the praying.  The decisive role of baptism 
is not kept silent, but there is even more insistence on 
prayer.  Saul “was praying” when the Lord sent Ananias 

to give him back his 
sight and fill him 
with the Holy Spirit.  
When the apostles 
heard that Samaria 
had received the 
Word, they sent 
Peter and John; 

One International Service  
   For many years, two services had existed to lead God’s 
people deeper into discernment and use of the charismatic 

gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Those 
organizations were ICCRS (lnternational 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services) and 
CF (Catholic Fraternity of Covenant 
Communities and Fellowships).  These 
bodies work side by side in one office in 
Rome.  They have been asked to form a 
“single service for the one current of grace.”  

The new service, which will include responsibility for all of 
the functions of the mentioned organizations, will be called 
CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic Renewal International 
Service).  Pope Francis has appointed a CHARIS council 
and Moderator.  Visit the website for more info:  
www.charis.international. 

Let Us Pray to Receive the Spirit 
by Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, Preacher to the Papal 
Household 

   In the forthcoming Pentecost celebration, CHARIS, the 
new single body serving the whole current of grace for the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, will start operating.  It is a 
unique opportunity for a renewed outpouring of the Spirit 
upon us and the whole Church.  The purpose of this 
reflection, as well as the following two reflections the 
coordinating committee has asked me to present, is 
precisely to support and stimulate, with the aid of biblical 
and theological foundations, the commitment to prayer 
many brothers and sisters wish to take to contribute to the 
spiritual success of the event. 
   How were the apostles preparing for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit?  By praying!  “With one heart all these joined 
constantly in prayer, together with some women, including  
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“when they arrived, they prayed  for the believers that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:15)  When, on 
the same occasion, Simon the Magician tried to obtain the 
Holy Spirit with money, the apostles reacted indignantly.  
The Holy Spirit cannot be bought; one can only implore it 
through prayer.  Jesus himself bound the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to prayer, saying, “As bad as you are, you know 
how to give good things to your children.  How 
much more, then, will the Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  (Luke 11:13) He 
bound it not only to our prayer, but also, and above all, to 
His prayer, saying, “I will ask the Father and he will give 
you another Helper.” (John 14:16)   
 

The End of  Father Cantalamessa’s Reflection 
 

   In the Charismatic Renewal, prayer manifests itself in a 
new form compared to the past:  that of a prayer in-group 
or a group prayer.  By taking part in them one 
understands what the Apostle meant when he wrote to 
the Ephesians:  “Be filled with the Spirit.  Sing psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs among yourselves, singing and 
chanting to the Lord in your hearts, always and 
everywhere giving thanks to God who is our Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephes 5:18-20).  And again:  
“In all your prayer and entreaty keep praying in the Spirit 
on every possible occasion.” (Ephes 6:18).  
    We know only two basic types of prayer:  liturgical 
prayer and private prayer.  Liturgical prayer is a communal 
prayer, but it is not spontaneous;  private 
prayer is spontaneous but is not 
communal.  We need moments in which 
we can pray spontaneously, as the Spirit 
dictates, but sharing our own prayer with 
others, putting together the different 
‘tongues of fire’ to form a single flame.  In 

short, we need prayer that is both spontaneous and 
communal.  
   We have a great example of this ‘charismatic’ prayer in 
Acts 4.  Peter and John, freed from prison with the order 
to no longer speak in the name of Jesus, return to their 
community and begin to pray.  One proclaims a word of 
Scripture (“Princes plot together against the Lord and 
against his Anointed”), another has the prophetic gift of 
applying the word to the situation of the moment; there is 
like an “uprising” of faith that gives courage to ask for 
“healings, signs and wonders”  In the end what happened 
at the first Pentecost takes place again and “all were filled 
with the Holy Spirit” and continue to preach Christ “with 
honesty.” 
   A special gift to ask the Holy Spirit to grant us on the 
occasion of the renewal and unification of the serving 
organizations is that the wonder of those first charismatic 
prayer groups should be revived, where the presence of 
the Holy Spirit could be breathed in and the Lordship of 
Christ was not a truth only proclaimed but almost tangibly 
experienced.  Let us not forget that the group of prayer 
or the prayer in-group is the basic element common to 
both prayer groups and charismatic fraternities. 
   With both the above-mentioned praying styles, one can 
participate in the prayer chain in preparation for 
Pentecost.  To those who like liturgical prayer, I suggest 
repeating several times a day, at your choice, one of the 
following invocations to the Holy Spirit used in the 
liturgy, knowing that you are joining the countless groups 
of believers who have prayed them before us:  

 Or:  

(To read the reflection in its entirety, visit: nsc-
chariscenter. .org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/

FRC_MARCH_EN.pdf             (Used with permission.) 

In fact, Dr. Healy will be a part of the Pentecost celebration in Rome.  Dr. Mary Healy 
speaks internationally.  Over the last several years, she has noticed her 

charism of healing grow.  She leads Healing Services at many conferences 
of which she is a part.  She will lead a healing service when she comes to 
our area in November.  This may seem a long distance down the road, but 

now is the time to prepare.  Look up her teachings on formed.org.  She 
leads a fantastic Lectio Divina.  Last month, we listed many of her books.  
Here’s another one that has captured many:  Men and Women are from 

Eden.  Most importantly, mark this weekend on your calendar:   

November 16-17 is the CCRO Fall Conference 

“Resurrection Power: Proclaiming the Gospel with Signs and Wonders” 

WHO IS LEADING THE NEXT BIG CONFERENCE? DR. MARY HEALY 
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HAPPENINGS  

May 3 (Friday)  PRAISE & ADORATION NIGHT, Church of 

St. Paul, Ham Lake. Fr. Livingston leads.  7—8:30 pm. 

May 3 (Friday) COR JESU, Praise & Worship Night at the 

St. Paul Seminary (St. Mary’s Chapel) 8-10pm. Call 651-962-

5050.  

May 3 (Friday) FIRST FRIDAY WITH THE FRANCISCANS, 

1289 LaFond Ave., St. Paul, MN. 7 pm. Adoration, 
Franciscan Crown Rosary, Compline and Benediction. 
Fellowship follows.  

May 7 (Tuesday)  HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s in North St. 
Paul.  Fr. Roland A. Lajoie from St. Louis King of France. 
Rosary 7pm, Mass 7:30 pm. Call Peter  651-353-4311. 

May 9 (Thursday) PRAISE & WORSHIP NIGHT, Church of 

St. Paul, 1740 Bunker Blvd NE, Ham Lake. Prayer teams 

available.  Call 763-757-6910 for more info. 

May 10 (Friday)  CHARISMATA, St. John the Baptist, 835 
2nd Ave NW, New Brighton 55112. 7:30—9:30 pm. Praise & 
Worship, Adoration, Prayer Teams.  

May 14 (Tuesday) PRAISE, WORSHIP & ADORATION 
NIGHT, St. Peter’s in North St. Paul.  Call 651-353-4311 for 
more info. 

May 17 (Friday) SCHOOL OF HEALING PRAYER 7:00—
10:00 PM. No charge. University of St. Thomas, Owens 
Science Center, Rm. 150, Contact Fr. David Smith, 
dwsmith@stthomas.edu. 

May 25 (Saturday) ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 
10—11:30 AM. Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul. 

  

Gift Workshop 

Saturday, May 18  9—11 am 

Topic, Speaker TBD 

Pay attention to your emails or call the office for 

the final details. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church 

(Use school entrance) 

6730 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

Sponsored by the CCRO 

Saturday, August 10 
Immaculate Conception in Columbia Heights 

For all of those who have never been baptized 
in the Holy Spirit and also those who are open 

to more of what God has for you!  This is in 
lieu of a summer conference.  All are wel-

come.  Many terrific speakers for each talk.   

Registration will be available in June.

Spring Teaching Conference  

“Fan the Flame” 

May 18  10 am—4:30 pm 
St. Peter’s Church 

Cameron, WI 

Keynote address by video:  Fr. Becker 

Workshops, Praise & Worship, Benediction.  
Lunch included.  If you are open to Him, 

what more does God have for you!   

To register, visit https://catholicdos.org/
charismatic-renewal  or call 715-580-0827  

SAVE THE DATE 

Did you know that Amazon gives a por-
tion of purchases to nonprofits?  When 
you plan to shop, please 
use AmazonSmile and choose the 
CCRO as your organization to bene-
fit. 
Here’s how: 
1. Once you are in your Amazon account, 
near the top, go to “Account and Lists.”  
2. Select “Your Account.” 
3. Scroll down to Your AmazonSmile. Then 

you will be able to search on Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Office.  

https://catholicdos.org/charismatic-renewal
https://catholicdos.org/charismatic-renewal
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Join us for a very special Archdiocesan Pentecost Vigil Mass 
on June 8 at 7 pm (Praise and Worship begins before Mass) 

St. Peter’s in Mendota 

 A special invitation from Archbishop Heb-
da:  The purpose of this Mass is two-
fold.  First, simply to invite those dedicated 
to the Holy Spirit to come together in prayer 
and ask for a greater outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon our Archdiocese.  Second, in 
June Archbishop Hebda will be announcing 
that the Archdiocese is going to begin a two
-year process leading up to an Archdiocesan Synod.  He 
wants this process, which will help set priorities for the 
Archdiocese into the future, to be guided by the Holy Spir-
it.  This Mass becomes a chance to begin the Synod process 
in prayer together that the Holy Spirit might guide the Arch-
diocesan Synod and use it as a tool for the renewal of our 
local Church.  Much more information about the Synod will 
be coming out in June.  

Mark you calendars for June 8.   
Don’t miss this opportunity to pray for our 

Archdiocese. 


