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F or most of my life I have been accustomed to praying 
over people at prayer meetings and in other settings.  

Occasionally, I would see a slight improvement such as a 
person with a headache or stomachache feeling better.  But in 
the past four or five years the Lord has been leading me on a 
journey to understand more about his healing power and how 
much he desires to do signs, wonders and miracles through 
ordinary people. 
 

    In the fall of 2013, I had a sabbatical semester — a time for 
focused research in a particular area — and decided to study 
healing, not only by reading about it in books but by seeing it 
in action.  During that time I went, along with a team, on a 
two-week mission in Brazil.  There we saw miracles day after 
day — people with tumors, crippling arthritis, blindness, 
deafness, and many other conditions miraculously healed by 
the Lord.  That mission was life-changing, and since when I’ve 
been seeking to put into practice what Jesus told his disciples 
to do  “heal the sick...and say to them, “The kingdom of God 
has some near to you,” (Lk 10:9).  
 

    I ’ve become 
convinced that God 
wants a far greater 
manifestation of his 
healing power in 
the Catholic Church 
—  n o t  a s 
something novel 
and marginal, but as 
a restoration of 
something that is at 
the heart of our tradition.    The supernatural gifts of the 
Spirit are part of our inheritance as baptized believers.  They 
are the normal equipment that Christ has bestowed on his 
bride the Church for carrying out her evangelistic mission.  
The use of these gifts tangibly manifests God’s mercy to those 
who are in need of it, especially to the spiritual orphans who 
surround us in today’s society. 
 

    The gifts are not for our sake but for those whom God 

wants to touch through us.  When Damian Stayne gave a 
weekend healing conference, I was struck by the challenge he 
gave to our prayer ministry team.  
“Do you want to be used by God 
for healing?” he asked.  “Yes!” 
everyone shouted enthusiastically.  
“Then are you willing to be 
seriously inconvenienced for the 
rest of your life?”  There was some 
serious laughter before everyone said “Yes!” again. 
  
    I’ve found  his words to be true.  I believe ALL Christians 
can see healings if we learn to pray with expectant faith.  But 
if people think you have a gift 
for healing, they may call or 
email you at inconvenient 
times.  At a conference or 
prayer meeting you may find a 
long line of people waiting for 
prayer, and as you get toward 
the end you find it has only 
grown longer.  You may be the 
last person to leave at night.  
But it is all worth it when you 
see the amazement and joy in a 
person healed by the Lord.  
   
    Like natural gifts, the supernatural gifts grow with practice.  
As we take risks in faith, the Lord shows his faithfulness.  One 
of the first times that I practiced using words of knowledge at 
a prayer meeting, I received in prayer only a slight impression 
of some specific healings.  I wasn’t sure if it was Lord or only 
my thoughts, but I decided to step out in faith.  After our time 
of worship I said, “I think there is a man here who has a skin 
condition and is also experiencing same-sex attraction; the 
Lord wants to heal both of these things.  I think there is a 
woman who has spent time in jail and is ashamed of that.  I 
also think there is someone here with pain in your left ankle.  
The Lord is going to heal it.  I won’t ask you to identify 
yourselves, but if one of these words applies to you,  
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let me know afterwards if you’d like.   
 

    After the prayer meeting, not one but two men came to me 
separately.  Both had a skin condition and same-sex attraction, 
and in both cases the word had greatly stirred up their faith 
that they would be healed.  And not one but two women came 
to me separately; both told they had been 
in jail, and one said the word confirmed 
her sense that the Lord was calling her to 
jail ministry.  No one came to mention a 
hurt ankle however...but later the prayer 
ministry leader told me that two people 
had come for prayer for pain in their left 
ankle, and both, had been completely 
freed from pain.  The Lord gave me 
double for my trouble! 
 

    I’m becoming more alert to opportunities to use healing in 
evangelization.  Recently I was at a conference in a secular 
venue and I began chatting with the young woman who was 
working the coffee bar.  I shared with her a little about the 
conference, which was on the Holy Spirit.  She told me she 
was Catholic but had stopped going to church because she was 
a single mom living with her boyfriend.  As I shared with her 
about God’s love, it was evident that she missed having a 

connection with God.  I asked her if she had pain anywhere in 
her body and explained that Jesus is alive and he loves to heal.  
She did have severe back pain.  So I prayed a very simple 
prayer over her back, and the Lord instantly took away her 
pain.  There were tears in her eyes; clearly the Lord was using 

that outward sign to touch her heart.  I 
encouraged her to look for a priest to 
talk to and return to church, where the 
Lord was longing to welcome her home.   
 

I believe the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal is entering a new phase.  In the 
early decades God raised up people with 
extraordinary healing gifts such as Fr. 
Emiliano Tardif, Fr. Ralph DiOrio, and 
Sr. Briege McKenna.  They are pioneers 
who have cleared a path and helped 

Catholics realize what is possible.  But now Jesus is calling all 
his disciples to proclaim the gospel with great faith that God 
will accompany out witness with signs, wonders, mighty deeds, 
and distributed gifts of the Spirit (see Heb 2:4).   
   

(Article from Fall 2016 Issue of Pentecost Today published by the 
National Service Committee.)  The conference talks will weave in 
many of these themes.  Still time to register! 

Jesus proclaimed that he had come to ring fire to the earth.  By continuing his mis-
sion, I keep alive the flame that my hands received from Christ Jesus.  Just as a run-
ner descends Mount Olympus carrying the Olympic torch, I want to traverse the en-
tire world in order to transmit the flame of Christ to others. 

The flame I bear is love, the elan of fervor, the strength of God, destined to inflame 
and consume sin and to renew all things.  But am I really a burning flame or an icy 
wind?  Am I a stove without a flame?... 

To feed this fire I must pour the oil of my daily prayer into others.  I will prepare their 
torches so that the Holy Spirit will set them ablaze, dispelling their darkness and re-
newing the face of the earth.”  - Francis Xavier Nguyễn Văn Thuận  (Oct. 24, 2019 Magnificat magazine) 

2019 Fall Conference Registration  
 

NAME(S): __________________________________________ 

PHONE(S): ______________EMAIL____________________ 
 

ADDRESS__________________________________________ 
 

CITY/ST/ZIP: ______________________________________ 
 

PARISH(ES): _________________ I CAN VOLUNTEER:____ 

Cost:  $85 Regular *  $60  Seniors over 70 years, Religious, or Or-
dained * $35 Full-time Students * Ticket does not include meals.   

Check payable: CCRO  Mail check to:   

CCRO; 4714 Central Ave. NE,  
Minneapolis, MN 55421  

Thank you for attending the 

Fall Charismatic Mass at St. 

Alphonsus.  We enjoyed the 

abundance of treats provided 

by the very hospitable Prayer 

Group there.  May the fire of 

the Holy Spirit come in a spe-

cial way over your parish 

community.   

 
 

Come, Holy Spirit!  

They [the supernatural 
gifts] are the normal 

equipment that Christ has 
bestowed on his bride the 

Church for carrying out 
her evangelistic mission. 
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HAPPENINGS 

November 1 (Friday) COR JESU, Praise & Worship 

Night at the St. Paul Seminary (St. Mary’s Chapel) 8-

10pm. Call 651-962-5050.  

November 2 (Saturday)  LIFELINE MASS, Net 

Ministries,  6-9:30 pm. Mass Celebrant: Fr. Mike 

Schmitz.  Topic: “The Lesser-Known Last Judgment.” 

www.netusa.org/lifeline.  

November 5 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s 

Catholic Church in North St. Paul.  Presider: Fr. Jimmy   

Puttananickal, CFIC of St. Mary’s in St. Paul.  Rosary 

7pm,  Mass 7:30 pm. Call Peter  651-353-4311. 

November 8 (Friday)  CHARISMATA, St. John the 

Baptist, 835 2nd Ave NW, New Brighton 55112. 7:30—

9:30 pm. Praise & Worship, Adoration, Prayer Teams. 

November 12 (Tuesday) PRAISE & WORSHIP NIGHT, 

St. Peter’s in North St. Paul. 7 pm. 

November 14 (Thursday)  PRAISE & WORSHIP 

NIGHT, Church of St. Paul in Ham Lake. 7-8 pm in the 

Chapel.  

November 15 (Friday)  EMMAUS, St. Mark’s in St. Paul.  

Intimate evening with the Lord.  7—8:30 pm. Eucharistic 

Adoration, confession, praise & worship. Fellowship 

follows. Call 651-645-5715.   

November 22  (Friday) SCHOOL OF HEALING 

PRAYER 7:00—10:00 PM. No charge. University of St. 

Thomas, Owens Science Center, Rm. 150, Contact Fr. 

David Smith, dwsmith@stthomas.edu. 

November 24 (Sunday)  PRAISE AND ADORATION 

NIGHT, Adoration, Worship, & Prayer Ministry 8-9 p.m.. 

U of M: St. Lawrence Catholic Church. Email 

alexnschindler@gmail.com.  

FALL CONFERENCE WITH MARY HEALY 

A note from  Mary Healy:   

Throughout the world I see evidence 
of a new outpouring of the Holy Spir-
it—different from, but in continuity 
with, what God did at the beginning of 
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. The 
Lord is revealing his power through 
physical healings, inner healings, de-
liverance from bondage, and prophet-
ic words that change hearts, especial-
ly in the context of evangelism. I’m 
looking forward to the 2019 fall CCRO 
conference in Burnsville, since I love 
seeing the Lord equip people to move 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Still time to register:  Mail in the form on Page 
2 or register on line at ccro-msp.org 

Find link at ccro-msp.org 

RESURRECTION POWER: PROCLAIMING THE 

GOSPEL WITH SIGNS & WONDERS  

November 16: Arrive between 8:30 and 9 AM  

Conference ends at 3 pm,  all are welcome at the 
Healing Service at 6:30 pm and conference contin-
ues on Sunday, November 17 beginning at 1 pm. 

 INFORMATION:    

 Conference will take place at Mary Mother of the Church 
(3333 Cliff Rd. E, Burnsville, MN 55337) in the main sanc-
tuary.  (If you like to sit on something while listening to 
the sessions, please bring your pillows!) 

 Park in the upper lot.  Pick up name tags inside the main 
entrance.  Coffee and morning snacks will be available. 

 Bring your lunch along or plan to go out.  A list of nearby 
restaurants will be available.  

 Lunch break is 11:30-12:45.  Dr. Healy will be signing her 
books which you can purchase at the conference.  Prayer 
ministry will be available at 12:00. 

 There is not a conference Mass scheduled so make ar-
rangements to attend Mass on your own.  (Mass times at 
Mary Mother of the Church are:  Saturday at 4 pm; Sun-
days at 8:30 am, 11, and 6 pm)   

HEALING SERVICE  

SATURDAY AT 6:30 PM 

MORE DETAILS,  SEE PAGE 4 
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November 16 at 6:30 pm 

Dr. Mary Healy will give a talk on healing and lead prayers 
for healing.  Encourage your friends to come.   

Confession and Prayer Teams will be available. 
   For more information, contact the CCRO at 763-571-5314 or visit: ccro-msp.org 

HEALING SERVICE  open to all     

  Mary Mother of the Church  

3333 Cliff Road East 

Burnsville, MN 55337 

 


