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“Are You Ready? by Stephanie Mogren 
 

   Two years ago, June 1-2, 2018 I had a radical encounter with 
the Holy Spirit that literally changed every aspect of my life.    
 

  In April 2018, my little brother was re-diagnosed with cancer 
that had previously gone into remission.  In desperation, my 
mom reached out to a priest friend who encouraged us to 
press into healing prayer.  He also introduced us to Encounter 
Ministries and sent us YouTube videos of talks given by Fr. 
Mathias Thelen.  Previously, I had always been extremely 
skeptical and suspicious of anything that could be labeled as 
“charismatic”, but, as I listened and re-listened to Fr. Mathias’ 
talks, God marked my heart with an unquenchable hunger for 
more.  I read books such as “Healing” by Mary Healy, and 
“There is More” by Randy Clark, and to top it 
off, I watched the “Fearless” Documentary, and 
I was hooked. 
 

    In the meantime, our family began to lay our 
hands on Joseph, commanding the cancer to 
leave in Jesus’ name.  Mom had also found out 
that Encounter Ministries was hosting a two-day 
School of Healing in Lincoln, NE, and she 
signed us up to attend. 
 

    Now here is where it got a little messy on my part.  Prior to 
all of this, after I was confirmed, I unknowingly slipped into 
somewhat of a “Pharisaical mindset.”  This performance 
mentality had caused me to believe that I had to “make myself 
holy” and to try to somehow earn God’s love and gifts.  
Because I knew God would be showing up “in a BIG way”, I 
figured I would begin an intense fast, complete several 
novenas, double my prayers, etc.  God would then find more 
favor in me and give me more of His gifts while we were at the 
school.   
 

   A few weeks before we were to leave for Nebraska, a biopsy 
was taken of the cancerous mass in Joseph’s hip, and the 
results came back negative.  NO CANCER!  There was still a 
spot in Joseph’s lung that doctors were concerned about, but 
we decided to hold off on surgery and see if God would also 
heal his lung. 

   Soon it was Friday, June 1, Day One of the School of 
Healing.  During our time of worship at the beginning, I 
suddenly became aware that I felt restless...as if there was 
something blocking me from connecting with God.  That 
evening, I talked to Patrick Reis (Encounter Ministries) about 
this and he offered to pray for me.  As he prayed, he said, “I 
feel like God is telling me that there’s some sort of lie you’ve 
been believing.”  I couldn’t think of anything, so Patrick had 
me repeat some prayers after him, and we went our separate 
ways for the night. 
 

   Later, after everyone else had gone to bed, I told Jesus that I 
wasn’t going to sleep until He revealed that lie to me.  (I can be 
a little stubborn sometimes.)  After sitting in the dark for 
around three hours, I suddenly heard the word 

“unworthiness”.  I was taken into a vision which  
had never happened to me before that revealed 
how I was believing that I had to strive and make 
myself worthy to receive.  In doing this, I had 
actually been preventing God from pouring out 
His love and grace as free gifts as they are meant 
to be.  In my heart, I heard Jesus ask for 
permission to tear down this mentality.  As soon 

as I said yes, my perception instantly shifted and I clearly saw 
that it isn’t about achieving God’s love;  it’s about receiving it.  
I finally grasped the reality that I am my Father’s beloved 
daughter, and He is well-pleased with me, not freedom as 
I felt His love wash over me.  Then, still smiling, I fell into the 
deepest and most peaceful sleep I’ve ever experienced. 
 

   On the second day of the school, everything seemed 
different.  I was free!  As morning melted into afternoon, I 
continued to feel an all
-consuming hunger for 
more of God as had 
welled up in my heart.  
Soon the time came 
f o r  p r a y e r  f o r 
impartation.  After 
taking my place in line 
to receive prayer,  I 

God marked my 

heart with an 

unquenchable 

hunger for more. 
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closed my eyes and surrendered everything to Jesus.  I prayed, 
“I want everything you have to offer me.  Hit me, Jesus!”  
Now, I didn't know this at the time, but that’s not a safe 

prayer to pray!  I instantly heard Jesus say, “Are you 
ready?”  I completely let go of all control and told Jesus that 
I didn’t care what happened to me.  I just wanted to receive 
more of the Holy Spirit.  Suddenly, Fr. Mathias was in front of 
me.  He laid his hands on my head and prayed, “Fill her with 
fire, Lord!”  and before I knew what was happening, I found 
myself on the floor—shaking, laughing, crying, and speaking 
in tongues, something I didn’t believe prior to this moment as 
heat and electricity pulsed through my body especially around 
my ears and mouth.  I felt as if I was immersed and 
submerged in an ocean of God’s pure power and love.  I was 
overwhelmed with God’s presence.  It was incredible. 
 

    After about an hour, I felt His presence lift.  As I stumbled 
to my feet, I knew there was no turning back—my life would 
never be the same.  That evening I had yet another 

opportunity to receive prayer from Fr Mathias and had a 
similar experience.  Only this time, God’s voice rang out 

clearly, “Go!  There are no limits!”  In my heart, I knew 

that “go” was implying the commission of Mark 16:15, “Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to all of creation.”   
 

   In the following months, I began to see the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit released in a whole new way, oftentimes resulting 
in physical healing in the lives of people I prayed for.  I also 
had a definite awareness of God as my 
Father; incredible joy and boldness filled 
my heart; and my thirst to preach the 
gospel and make Jesus known was 
insatiable.  It’s all only gotten better since 
then!  (By the way, my brother was healed 
of the cancer in his lung after the Healing 
Service in Lincoln.  Praise God We are so 
thankful!)   

 

October 24  8:30-4:00   
Fr. Mathias Thelen and  Fr. Brian 
Gross, Diocese of Bismarck, ND 

On Site, Limited Seating at  

All Saints Catholic Church  
Lakeville, MN      

AND Online:  Prices vary  

Praise & Worship will be led by Teresa Peterson 
(teresapetersonmusic.com)  

FALL CONFERENCE:  NEW GROWTH IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Registration– early bird 

rate—until 10/1  
 Qty Total   

Regular—on site $35  $ 

Students, missionaries,  

religious, or clergy—on 

site 

$20  $ 

Regular—online $35  $ 

Students, missionaries,  

religious, or clergy—

online 

$20  $ 

Total Due 

 

    
$ 

Fall Conference Registration—On site / Online  
(Best way to register: ccro.msp-org)    

NAME(S)/PARISH: ________________________________________ 

EMAIL:________________________PHONE(S): ________________ 
 

ADDRESS________________________________________________ 
 

CITY/ST/ZIP: ____________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE NOTE BELOW IF GLUTEN FREE, VEG. OR OTHER 

LUNCN IS NEEDED 

_______________________________________________________ 

The virtual conference 
link & instructions will 
be emailed to you closer 

to the event.  

Day includes: Mass, Speakers, 

Lunch, praise & worship, prayer 

ministry,  shop books and 

materials. 

Check payable: CCRO  Mail check 

to:  CCRO;  4714 Central Ave. NE, 

Minneapolis, MN 55421     

Call if questions:  763-571-5314 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE 
AVAILABLE 
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Please contact the office if your parish or group would like to be a Satellite loca-
tion “Tongue of Fire.”.  Some people may not want to attend the larger confer-

ence nor alone in front of their computer but in a smaller community setting. 

 od always has more for us!  How are we each called to grow in our gifts?  The day will help all people wherever 
they are on their journey with the Holy Spirit.   

The two speakers are Fr. Mathias Thelen, S.T.L. and Fr. Brian Gross.  Fr. Mathias serves as president of Encounter 
Ministries, which seeks to equip and activate the laity in using the gifts of the Holy Spirit in evangelization.  He is also 
the pastor of St. Patrick’s in Brighton, MI and a graduate of St. John Vianney Seminary in St. Paul, MN.  

Fr. Brian Gross is the pastor of Epiphany Catholic Church in Watford City and Our Lady of Consolation in Alexan-
der in the Diocese of Bismarck, North Dakota.  Fr. Brian has also been a part of Encounter Ministries conferences.  
His enthusiasm for the gifts and bringing people to Jesus is contagious.  More information are included in the 
conference brochures.  If you would like some, send an email to office@ccro-msp.org or call the office. 

Be inspired by these talks: 

 Empowered by the Holy Spirit  *  Fearless:  The Power of Praying with Others * 

   Freedom in the Holy Spirit for Mission 

I Know You Are Near by Mary Beth Underwood, Adel,   

IA 
 

   My journey with the Lord  
deepened after I had a head injury at 
work when I was 33. The insomnia 
following the accident, led me to a 
deep devotion to the Divine Mercy.  
My path involved for more brain 
injuries and other injuries from 
various accidents since then and 
launched me into following the 
Lord’s guidance to places and people 
who were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and anointed in charismatic gifts.  

     During prayer from Mary Healy, I 
felt electricity going from my head to 
my feet over and over again.  Participating in a Wednesday 
prayer group with Patti and Al Mansfield helped birth my gift 
of tongues.   At the same healing service in Lincoln, NE (as 
Stephanie wrote about in the previous article) my dad and son, Daniel 
(pictured above), received prayer from members of the 
Encounter Ministries leadership team including Patrick Reis.  
There were countless others included on my journey including,   
Dr. Ralph Martin, Judith McNutt, Barbara Heil, Nancy and 
Lloyd Greenhaw, Damian Stayne, and Fr. Mathias. 

  This year I have an amazing testimony of a recent 
healing my dad had: 
    On May 20, just a few months ago, I was watching Damian 
Stayne’s live broadcasting of a Fire and Light Miracle Service.    
Damian gave the word  of knowledge that went something like 
this: “There is a man watching and he has a stick (cane).  He’s 

wearing a highly –patterned or checked shirt.”  He began 
sharing, “God is saying that your contribution is not finished.  
You’re about to experience a tremendous relief from pain.”  
Damian asked if someone is there with (Stan) to lay hands on 
his leg and back.  He also invited all watching to extend their 
hands over this man.  He continued, “The Lord is going to 
touch your leg now.  In the name of Jesus, I command every 
spirit of pain to leave your body right now. In Jesus’ name.  
We speak healing to your body now in Jesus’ name.”  I felt 
this word for healing could be for my 91 year-old dad.  I had 
my dad watch the replay.  I took my dad by the hand and had 
him walk and prayed as I had seen Damian do before my dad 
to be healed in Jesus’ name.  Then I had him jog praying in 
Jesus’ name and he could!  He continued to walk without 

needing his cane.  You can watch this on these two 

l inks:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwvnZ-
D6h1Y&t=4533s at the 1:15:31 minute mark and https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPdD-2hyJIY&t=2889s at 
the 48:00 minute mark.   
 

   There is so much, and the journey continues to amaze and 
astound me.  On numerous occasions, I have received the 
word that I will be completely healed and will experience full 
restoration...Maybe it will happen this October.  All Glory to 
God!   
 

I hope the testimony on Page 1 & 2 and also my 
journey has brought you hope and you will 
encourage others to come to the Fall Conference on 
October 24.   

TESTIMONY OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN PROPHECY, HEALING, AND MIRACLES 

Back: Mary Beth’s brother, Joe; 

Mary; Son, Daniel, and (front), Dad, 

Stan 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwvnZ-D6h1Y&t=4533s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwvnZ-D6h1Y&t=4533s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPdD-2hyJIY&t=2889s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPdD-2hyJIY&t=2889s
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SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS 

September 1 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s Catholic Church in North St. Paul.  Presider: Fr. Benny 

Mekkatt (Church of the Blessed Sacrament) .  Mass 7:30 pm. Call Peter  651-353-4311.  

September 8 (Tuesday) PRAISE & WORSHIP NIGHT, St. Peter’s Prayer Group.  Zoom meeting 7-8:30 pm.  Call 

Peter 651-353-4311.  (See website for other Prayer Group listings.  Many are on Zoom.) 

September 11 (Friday) VIRTUAL COR JESU, Facebook Live; facebook.com/ASPMVocations/.  Come and virtually  
adore the Lord in prayer and praise and worship.  8 pm.  Send prayer requests to 
stpaulvocations@10000vocations.org. The Cor Team will pray for these intentions. 

September 13—October 17 (Sundays)  2021 SYNOD:  PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE SERIES, Virtual 
five-part series on praying with Scripture offers practical tools for growing in holiness, drawing upon 
the rich tradition of the Catholic Church. Archbishop Hebda and Bishop Cozzens will teach the 
fundamentals of praying with Scripture and explain how to use a Prayer Companion resource to enrich 
your prayer experience. Watch at your convenience with family, friends or on your own.  See www.archspm.org/

events/ for more information. 
 

September 16 (Wednesday) FIRE & LIGHT MIRACLE SERVICE (VIRTUAL EVENT), Damian Stayne and Cor 
Lumen Christi Community in England. 8 pm GMT  (3 pm CST) Tune in and pray for healing. youtube.com/channel/
UC2a64m7d5aiNBucTerbu-6g 
 

September 26 —27 (Friday-Saturday) CHRIST OUR LIFE CONFERENCE, Annual event draws Catholics from all 
over the US.  Location:  Wells Fargo Arena, Des Moines, IA.  Also will be available virtually.  Cost is $25.  See 
https://www.christourlifeiowa.com/  for more information. 
 

CHARISMATA will not be held in September.  Stay tuned.  

IF YOU RECEIVED THE FALL CONFERENCE CARD IN THE NEWSLETTER, PASS IT ON TO A FELLOW PARISH-

IONER OR SOMEONE YOU COULD INVITE TO THE FALL CONFERENCE.  COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME! 

https://www.archspm.org/events/
https://www.archspm.org/events/
https://www.christourlifeiowa.com/

