
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a baptism please call  

508-753-5001 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Couples planning to be married should 

contact the pastor at least a year in 
advance. A program of preparation is 

required for all couples planning to marry 
in the church. To schedule a wedding 

please call 508-753-5001. 
 

ILLNESS  
Arrangements can be made to have Holy 

Communion brought to those who are 
homebound due to illness, age, or 

impairment of any kind or to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Anointing and 

Reconciliation with them. Please call  
508-753-5001. 

 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Msgr. F. Stephen Pedone, Pastor 
 fpedone@charter.net 
Gerald Montiverdi, Deacon 
Joan D’Argenis, Director of Religious Ed. 
 joan_dargenis@yahoo.com 
Maria Sciannameo, RCIA Director 
Michael Sacco, Joseph Sama - Finance 
Lisa Fenuccio, Administrative Assistant 
 lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Julia Tufano - Secretary 
David Soares, Parish Council Chair 
Edward Amorello, Property Committee 
 Chair 
Joan Venincasa, John DaSilva, 
 Sanghee Kim– Organists 
Josef Konkol—Choir Director 
Mary DiSilvestro, Sacristan 
John Oliver, Hospitality Ministry 
Patricia Solitro,  Safe Environment  
                Coordinator 
 

37 MASSASOIT ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 
Parish telephone: 508-753-5001 

Parish fax: 508-754-1537    Rectory:  508-304-9988  
Parish e-mail - clergy@ourladyofloreto.net  

or lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Parish Website:  www.mtcarmel.ws 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and  
Our Lady of Loreto Parish 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

DAILY MASS 
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

 
HOLY DAY MASSES 

Vigil: 6:00 p.m. 
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays from 3:00-3:45 
Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to schedule. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
To become a registered member of the 

parish, please call 508-753-5001 or  
register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws. 

mailto:fpedone@charter.net
mailto:fpedone@charter.net
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Our Lady of Mt.  
Carmel and Our Lady of  

Loreto Parish 
PRAYER FOR PARISH 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

 

Lord God, You love us with an everlast-
ing love, and You choose us to share Your love with oth-
ers. We ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of 
faith, of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to search 
out and find ways of bringing one another closer to You. 
We pray for all who form our parish community, that we 

remain faithful to Your teaching, that we remain steadfast 
in our prayer, both personal and communal, that together 
with You and the Holy Spirit, our parish may be renewed 

and transformed.  All this we ask in the name of Jesus and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Please cut out and pray daily. 

 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

It’s been a long year of waiting: waiting to determine the depth 
of the danger, waiting for a sense of how long, waiting for clear 
directions as to what to do next. 
   

For some, the waiting has been especially excruciating: waiting 
and hoping that our loved one will survive — for some families, 
that hope crashed into grief.  
   

Many have lost hope that their jobs will ever return and are des-
perate for some sense of what to do next. 
   

Now, as winter begins, we continue to wait: for a vaccine, for a 
return to normal, for the next crisis. 
   

Yes, the waiting has been painful and distressing. But, for many 
of us, this pandemic Advent also been a time of change and con-
version: We’ve grown closer to our families. We have a new 
appreciation of those who work hard — and mostly unnoticed — 
to keep open the services we need to function. We’ve realized 
that God has raised up many saints in our midst, courageous and 
brave prophets clad in PPE.  
 

And we understand as we’ve never understood before how much 
we need one another and can’t wait to re-connect with family and 
neighbors and friends and classmates live, in person, not on a 
screen via Zoom or Skype. 
   

This year of 2020 has been one long Advent — and it’s not 
over. But it has been an Advent of discovery, of awareness, of 
insight; an Advent for seeing with new hearts and spirits God in 
our midst. 
 

The late Father Henri Nouwen wrote that our lives are a continu-
ing Advent, an Advent in which “the Lord is coming, always 
coming. When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you will 
recognize him at any moment of your life.  
 

Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the 
Lord.”  Waiting is often the cost of love: in waiting we realize 
our powerlessness; we realize our deepest hopes and wants; we 
realize the gift of those we love in our lives.  
 

As we struggle through this especially difficult Advent of 2020, 
may we open our homes and hearts to the light of God’s compas-
sion and peace in these dark, difficult days.  
 
   ADVENT BLESSINGS! 
   Monsignor Pedone 

 

Feast of the Immaculate  
Conception 

 
Tuesday, December 8, is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and is usually a 
Holy Day of Obligation.  This year the obligation to at-
tend Mass has been suspended by Bishop McManus due 
to the specific danger presented by the COVID-19 virus to 

older people and those with certain health conditions. .   
 
The feast is celebrated nine months before the Nativity 
of Mary, which is celebrated on September 8.  It is the 
patronal feast day of the United States.  In the Constitu-
tion Ineffabilis Deus of December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX 
pronounced and defined that the Blessed Virgin Mary 
“in the first instance of her conception, by a singular 
privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the mer-
its of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, was 
preserved exempt from all stain of original sin.” 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

He is coming. In today's reading from Mark, John the Bap-
tist announces for all to hear the long-awaited coming of 
the Messiah. John the Baptist proclaimed a serious message 
of change and conversion. Indeed, he must have been a 
sight to behold draped in his penitential garb, nibbling on 
his locusts and honey. Anyone who heard him preaching 
must have taken notice, even if they didn't take heed. If 
nothing else, John the Baptist surely got people's attention. 
 

But will he get ours? True conversion reveals itself out-
wardly. When our hearts change, our actions do too. Chari-
ty replaces criticism. Forgiveness replaces anger. Service 
replaces selfishness. The catechism teaches us that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to the poor and lowly; in other 
words, to those who have accepted it with humble hearts 
(CCC 544). This Advent, may we feel the urgency of John's 
words and get about the serious business of repentance.  
   Liturgical Publications, Inc. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION OF MARY –  

A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION  
 
Mass will be celebrated on Monday, December 7th at 
6:00 pm; on Tuesday, the day of the Feast, Masses 
will be celebrated at 7:00 am and 12:15 pm 

PARISH COUNCIL WILL MEET ON 
TUESDAY, DECEMDER 8TH AT 6:00 PM 

IN THE PARISH CENTER 
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CHRISTMAS EVE AND  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES  

 
Masses on Christmas Eve will be celebrated at 3:00 PM 
and 5:00 PM; Christmas Day Masses will be celebrated at 
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM. Because we anticipate larger 
crowds than usual, we have to limit each Mass to no more 
than 100 people, which represents the 40% of capacity 
limit in church buildings instituted by Governor Baker. 
After we reach the 100-person limit, those not able to be 
seated in the church will be invited to be seated in the 
downstairs church hall where we hope to live stream Mass 
on screens. Therefore, it’s important to arrive early to get a 
seat in the church. 

GOLDEN YEARS CLUB 
 

Out of the abundance of caution, the Golden Years Club 
will not meet until it is safe to do so.  We hope to gather 
again soon.  Happy Holidays to all. 

A LETTER FROM BISHOP McMANUS 
 
December 3, 2020 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
On the weekend of December 13th, our parishes will be con-
ducting the appeal for the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious. Over the past year, this national collection assisted 
nearly 30,000 elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests. It is staggering to realize that only 29 of the 531 reli-
gious communities throughout the country are adequately 
funded for retirement. 
 
As you may know, religious women and men were instru-
mental in establishing Catholic schools, hospitals, and chari-
table agencies. Often this progress came at great sacrifice, 
and many older sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
served for little to no pay. 
 
Today, hundreds of religious communities do not have 
enough retirement savings and struggle to provide for a 
growing number of elder members. Covid-19 has only in-
creased the challenge to provide adequate care. 
 
Just as our annual Celebrate Priesthood event helps our dio-
cese to care for its retired diocesan priests, this national col-
lection assists many religious communities which struggle to 
provide for aging members. Rising health-care costs and 
decreased income compound the struggle to provide ade-
quate care. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious 
provides vital funding for medications, nursing care, and 
more. It also helps religious congregations implement long-
range retirement strategies, even as they continue to serve 
the People of God. 
 
In his letter to the Galatians, St. Paul urges us to remain 
steadfast in helping others: “Let us not grow tired of doing 
good, for in due time we shall reap our harvest, if we do not 
give up” (Gal 6:9). During these unprecedented times, many 
are hurting and need our assistance, including elderly reli-
gious. 
 
I recognize this is but one of numerous worthy causes in 
need of assistance; I ask simply that you consider giving to 
those who have given a lifetime. If you are unable to give 
during Mass, please mail your offertory envelope to your 
parish or donate through your parish’s online giving plat-
form, if available. In thanksgiving for their faithful service, 
please join me in supporting the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious and in praying for God’s blessing on our nation’s el-
derly and infirm religious women and men. 
 
With prayerful best wishes, I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester  

Giving Trees 2020: Now- Dec. 13 
 

Every year we put up our Giving Trees 
with tags for children in our area who  
look forward to receiving Christmas gifts 
from us.  This year is different — no 
trees! Although this year is challenging 
for everyone, we will do our best to provide these gifts 
once again.  Please see the enclosed flyer for details  of 
our plan for this year. 
 

Contacts: 
        St. Agnes Guild: Julie Tufano @ 508-757-3170, 
 508-753-5001 or tufanojulia@yahoo.com 
 Ages: 15 mos.—5 yrs. 
 Suggestions: Board games, blocks, books, etc. 
        

        Rainbow Child Development:  Joan D’Argenis  
  @ 508-753-5001 or j_dargenis@yahoo.com 
 Ages: 15 mos.-5 yrs. 
 Suggestions: Board games, blocks, books, etc. 
        

         Nazareth Home for Boys:  Rick Annunziata @ 
 508-826-7732 or rsa06@charter.net  
 Ages:  6-15  
 Sizes, gift suggestions, etc—Call Rick 

       

         Families in Need:  Joan D’Argenis 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bring in your gifts—UNWRAPPED and in a Gift Bag 
with the designated charity noted on the bag. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

You may start to bring in your gifts now 
So that we can start to assign them to the children. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ALL GIFTS MUST BE IN BY  

DECEMBER 13 
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Financial Stewardship  
      For the week ending November 22, 2020 

 

Income  
 

Offertory:  
     Week-End                                     $2,119.47 
     Mail                                                   925.00 
     On-Line Giving                                 411.80 
     Fuel                                                    301.00 
     Campaign for Human Development  111.00 
     Flowers                                               100.00 
     Maintenance                                         70.00 
     Christmas                                              25.00 
     Immaculate Conception                         5.00 
     Religious Education                               2.00 
     All Saints                                                1.00 
          Total Offertory                                              $4,071.27 
Sale of Mount Carmel Property                                7,200.00 
Parking                                                                      1,500.00 
Cemetery Baskets                                                        311.94 
Funeral Stipends                                                          300.00 
Mass Stipends                                                              225.00 
Expense Reimbursement                                             183.93 
Donations                                                                     100.00 
Candles                                                                           30.00 
     Total                                                                 $13,922.14 
 

Expenses: 
 

Equipment                                                                  $636.44 
Supplies                                                                       301.32 
Postage                                                                         276.80 
Campaign for Human Development                           165.00 
Salaries and Wages                                                     120.00 
          Total                                                              $1,499.56 

 

“Every morning, on rising, we reaffirm before 
God, our decision to be faithful, come what may in 
the course of the day.” 
 

    Pope Francis 
    Amoris Laetitia 

CCD CLASSES  - NEXT CLASS -  
                         SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 

 

Just a reminder that we will meet on Sunday, December 13 
at 9:00 a.m. for grades 1 - 4 and  at 11:30 a.m. for grades 
5 - 10. I have scheduled a Zoom meeting for Thursday, 
December 10 to answer any questions from both teachers 
and parents.  If you would like to attend and did not receive 
an invite, please email Joan 
at joan_dargenis@yahoo.com or call the office at 508-753-
5001. I do hope  students have been doing their assign-
ments. 

 

On December 13th we will be singing Christmas Carols at 
9:30 a.m.   All are invited, please wear a mask and we will 
stand six feet apart. 

 

MASS on TV: 
 

Public Access Stations now carrying Masses: 
Daily Mass 
   Worcester Ch 194 “the people’s channel”  - 9 am 
   Spencer Ch 192—9am 
   Holden/Auburn Ch 191—9 am 
   Shrewsbury Ch 28 and 328—4:30 pm 
Sunday Mass 
   Worcester Ch 194—Spanish—8 am  
 English—10 am; replays Monday—6 pm 
   Spencer Ch 192—Sunday 10 am 
   Holden/Auburn Ch 191—Sunday 10 am 
   Templeton Ch 8—Sunday 10 am 
   Athol/Orange Ch 13/135—Sunday 10:30 am 
   Paxton Ch 192 Sunday 4 pm, replay Monday at 
 6 pm and 8 pm 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We hope to announce more towns in the future. 
 MASS continues to be available online from 
  worcesterdiocese.org both for Live Streaming @ 9:00 am 
and for viewing after 10 am on your computer. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Other options for MASS and the Rosary:  
      EWTN (channel 18 on Charter) 
      CATHOLIC TELEVISION (channel 101 on Charter ) 
NOTE: 
If you do not have Spectrum/Charter as your cable provider, 
call your provider and ask what channels televise EWTN and 
CATHOLIC TELEVISION.  

Financial Stewardship  
For the week ending November 29, 2020 

 

Income  
 

Offertory:  
     Week-End                                       $1,978.48 
     Mail                                                     815.00 
     On-Line Giving                                   671.80 
     Flowers                                                250.00 
     Fuel                                                        75.00 
     Maintenance                                          60.00 
     Campaign for Human Development     15.00 
     Christmas                                              10.00 
          Total Offertory                                              $3,875.28 
Funeral Stipends                                                          600.00 
Donations                                                                     116.00 
Mass Stipends                                                                95.00 
Candles                                                                          21.00 
     Total                                                                   $4,707.28            
 

Expenses: 
 

Diocesan Invoices (Oct. & Nov.)                           $7,628.00 
Salaries & Wages                                                      7,172.00 
Clergy Benefits                                                            799.33 
Employee Benefits                                                       312.84 
Heating Oil                                                                   303.10 
Funeral Stipends                                                          250.00 
Mass Coverage                                                             250.00 
Organist                                                                        125.00 
          Total                                                            $16,840.27 

mailto:joan_dargenis@yahoo.com
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNzUEOgyAQQNHTyJIA48i4YGGivQcCVVPqNEjTePuS_MXb_eisBmN7cTijjFIEWhtoklqiGgmHeeqneVlogK5Xz8zhdXJNMvBb7G5cV0DjPVkIntAaHCAQjdEiRkUksttr_VwdTJ15tH5cQrpqKvHghiS5bKK4kFPZ7jbgb8k-3txGJVWWZ6p_Ch8xKw
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Saturday, December 5, 2020—4:00 p.m. 
Ernest Martone by Wife and Family 
Loretta Sclafani (First Anniversary) by Family 
 
Sunday, December 6, 2020—8:00 a.m. 
The People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, December 6, 2020—10:30 a.m. 
Nicki Sasso (First Anniversary) by Family 
Francis Pascucci and Greg Travaglio by Carmine  
 and Esther 
Frank & Annie Patriarca and Angelo & Cristina  
 Girardi by Children 
Biagio and Joann Girardi by Family 
William Ritacco Jr. and William Ritacco Sr. by  
 Family 
 
Monday, December 7, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
Prayer Wall Intentions 
 
Monday, December 7, 2020—6:00 p.m. 
Parishioners Intentions 
 
Tuesday, December 8, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
The Souls in Purgatory 
 
Tuesday, December 8, 2020—12:15 p.m. 
Parishioners Intentions 
 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
The Sick of the Parish 
 

Thursday, December 10, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
Bill Stapinski (Birthday) by brother Paul 
 
Saturday, December 12, 2020—4:00 p.m. 
Daniel Belsito by Rose Porcaro 
Domenico Visci (Birthday Remembrance) by Family 
Ida Blood (Month’s Mind) by Family 
 
Sunday, December 13, 2020—8:00 a.m. 
Luigi and Lucia Piarulli by Family 
Mass of Thanksgiving by Joseph Sama 
 
Sunday, December 13, 2020—10:30 a.m. 
Joseph Turo (20th Anniversary) by Family 
Lucy R. DiLeo (Feast of St. Lucy Remembrance) by  
 Family 
Lucy Sjosten (Birthday Remembrance) by Family 
Antonetta Giacobba (20th Anniversary) by Family 
Michael P. Martin Sr. (75th Birthday Remembrance)  
 by son Michael C. Martin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Please pray for the sick of our parish:  Francis Caf-
fone, Susan Stomski, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Black-
well, Carmella Szklarz, Matteo Fiore, Patrick Loconto, 
Frank “Butch” Rano,  Sylvia Pusateri, Thelma Ortiz, 
Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Louis Naple, Sue 
Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony &  Paul 
Locantore, Ann Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Maria Dzi-
czek, Joseph Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Madelyn 
Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Emma 
Taubert, Charlene Swalec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tu-
fano, Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell, 
Lynn Wagner, Carol Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando 
and Chris Watson.   May the Lord give them strength, 
courage and healing. 

 

THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY LAMPS  
ARE DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF: 

 

Michael Santa Maria and Mark Nozzolillo 
by Auntie Annette 

 

 

Have an awesome day, and know that  
someone has thought about you.  

 

Please Note: 
 

When entering an empty pew at Mass, please go to the 
middle so other people can sit on the ends.  If you pre-
fer the end seat, please stand and leave the row so 
someone may sit in the middle and then return to your 
seat.  Also, PLEASE WEAR YOUR MASK PROPER-
LY; IT MUST COVER YOUR MOUTH AND NOSE 
WHILE YOU ARE IN CHURCH.    
 

PLEASE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING WHEN 
RECEIVING COMMUNION. 
 

Please help us to keep everyone safe. 
     Thank You 

ROSARY FOR LIFE! 
 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 15—6:30PM in the CHURCH 
JOIN OUR LADY OF MT CARMEL KNIGHTS OF CO-
LUMBUS AND THE PRO-LIFE MINISTRY OF OUR 
PARISH AS WE PRAY TOGETHER THE ROSARY AND 
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET FOR THE UNBORN,  THE 
ELDERLY, THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED, AND 
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS. THERE IS NO TIME 
LIKE THE PRESENT TO PETITION OUR LORD 
THROUGH OUR LADY TO PRAY TO DEFEND LIFE IN 
ALL ITS VULNERABLE STAGES.  
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time. 
 
Sunday, Dec 06, 2020 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Begin at the end 

Beginnings are really the Act II of endings. That’s why we hear so much Apocalypse in the early Advent readings. Something has to give 
way for the new thing to arrive. In order to move into the new house, you have to leave the old one. That goes for the life of the world to 
come, as well. So when John the Baptist summons us to prepare the Lord’s way, he simultaneously obliges us to repent our former way. 
Consider what obstacles need to “pass away” to “make straight” the path of the Christ child’s arrival into your heart. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 (5). “The heavens will pass away with a mighty roar, and the 
Earth and everything done on it will be found out.” 

 

Monday, Dec 07, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF AMBROSE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
To the moon and beyond 
You think you’re busy? Ambrose, one of the four first doctors of the church, challenged emperors and combated heresies. He converted 
Saint Augustine and championed celibacy. He was a prolific theologian and contributed to the music of the church. He was so admired he 
was made a bishop by popular acclaim. Ambrose did a lot of different things—who of us could keep up?—but he had one vision that we can 
all get behind: that the church rise “like a growing moon” above fleeting worldliness. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26 (181).  “We have seen incredible things today.” 
 

Tuesday, Dec 08, 2020 
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (PATRONAL FEAST DAY OF THE USA) 
Original grace 
The Immaculate Conception is so key to Catholic consciousness, it’s hard to believe it hasn’t been around forever. The teaching—that Mary 
was born without original sin—was in fact opposed by scholarly saints like Anselm, Aquinas, Bernard, and Bonaventure. They insisted that, 
because sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, Mary would need salvation as much as the rest of us. But the Council of Trent con-
cluded that Mary had been spared, and popular piety began to revere her Immaculate Conception. The significance? Perhaps, as theologi-
an Elizabeth Johnson eloquently points out, it’s that “grace is more original than sin.” 

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 (689). “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 
 

Wednesday, Dec 09, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF JUAN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN 
Celebrate the messenger of love 
Born in 1474 near modern-day Mexico City, Saint Juan Diego was named Cuauhtlatoatzin (Talking Eagle) and according to tradition lived 
among his Chichimeca people until the conquest of Mexico in 1521. At the age of 50, Juan Diego was baptized by Franciscan missionaries 
and began attending daily Mass. While he walked to Mass on December 9, 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared to him with a special re-
quest. So begins the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose feast we celebrate in three days. Today, we honor Juan Diego, the first indige-
nous saint of the Americas, canonized in 2002, who spent the rest of his life as a prayerful hermit tending the first shrine built to Guadalupe. 
On this Advent day, we pray for the grace to imitate his humility, trust, and faithfulness. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30 (183). “They that hope in the LORD will . . . soar as with eagles’ wings.” 
 

Thursday, Dec 10, 2020 
ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Walk the simple but elusive path to peace 
As Christians await the Prince of Peace, today the world celebrates this year’s Nobel Peace Prize awardee—the U.N. World Food Pro-
gram—for their heroic efforts in war-torn lands in the midst of the pandemic. Human beings are prone to conflict, but the craving for peace 
and reconciliation runs deep across cultures and faiths. The perennial question is how to achieve it. Here’s a simple but profound answer 
that has been put forth by the Catholic Campaign for Human Development for decades: “If you want peace, work for justice.” Ask yourself 
what step toward justice you can take today. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15 (184). “Among those born of women there has been none greater than 
John the Baptist.” 

 

Friday, Dec 11, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF DAMASUS I, POPE 
Stormy weather 
If we think we’ve got it tough—juggling the gift list, social schedule, family feuds, and ailing bank account—consider Damasus. He embod-
ied the truism that faith is more a compass than an insurance policy. When he was elected pope, another faction chose someone else. 
What followed were violent battles, scandals, accusations, heresies, and troubled relations with the Eastern Church. While we might sing 
carols about the Prince of Peace, the hard reality of human life has, since the Incarnation, also involved moments of hurricane-force wind. 
Today, let’s welcome whatever problem we’re reluctant to engage, knowing it might be our teacher. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 (185). “If you would hearken to my commandments, your prosperity would 
be like a river.” 

 

Saturday, Dec 12, 2020 
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Celebrate the feast! 
The apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Mexico City’s Tepeyac Hill in 1531 was a game changer. Images of the Virgin had typically 
carried a distinctly European flavor. The Virgin of Guadalupe, however, had indigenous features. She would become the first Mestiza im-
age, for a people who comprise the racially and culturally diverse population of modern-day Mexico. Under her spiritual care and influence, 
a variety of peoples could unite at least in spirituality. For Mexican Americans, and Latinos everywhere, la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe is among the biggest religious celebrations of the year. Join the fiesta. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 (690A). “My soul pro-
claims the greatness of the Lord.” 


