
 

37 MASSASOIT ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 
Parish telephone: 508-753-5001 

Parish fax: 508-754-1537    Rectory:  508-304-9988  
Parish e-mail - clergy@ourladyofloreto.net  

or lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Parish Website:  www.mtcarmel.ws 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and  
Our Lady of Loreto Parish 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

DAILY MASS 
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAY MASSES 
Vigil: 6:00 p.m. 

Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 2:45-3:30 

Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to  
schedule. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a baptism please call 508-753-5001 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Couples planning to be married should contact the pastor 

at least a year in advance. A program of preparation is 
required for all couples planning to marry in the church. To 

schedule a wedding please call 508-753-5001. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Please contact the parish office at 508-753-5001 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
To become a registered member of the parish, please call 

508-753-5001 or register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws. 

As a reminder Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our 
Lady of Loreto Parish follows the guidelines of the 
national Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People approved by the US Bishops and 
the policies of the Diocese of Worcester in 
screening those who work with children in our 
care and in helping victims of abuse find healing.   
 

If you or someone you know has been sexually 
abused by a Church employee or volunteer in the 
past, please contact The Office for Healing and 
Prevention at 508-929-4363 (direct line & confi-
dential voicemail).  You may also contact Mon-
signor Pedone, or Deacon Montiverdi at 508-753-
5001.  If you are concerned about a current case 
of abuse, please contact the local civil authorities 
immediately. 
 

All church staff and volunteers must complete a 
CORI form and complete a Safe Environment 
Training session.  For more information please 
contact our Safe Environment Coordinator Pat 
Solitro at 508-753-5001. 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Msgr. F. Stephen Pedone, Pastor 
 fpedone@charter.net 
Gerald Montiverdi, Deacon 

Donald Pegg, Deacon  
Joan D’Argenis, Director of Religious Education 

 joan_dargenis@yahoo.com 
Maria Sciannameo, RCIA Director 

Michael Sacco, Joseph Sama - Finance 
Lisa Fenuccio, Administrative Assistant 

 lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Julia Tufano, Secretary and Publicity 
David Soares, Parish Council Chair 

Edward Amorello, Property Comm. Chair  
Joan Venincasa and Virginia Bailey, Organists 

Josef Konkol, Choir Director 
Joseph Godek, Respect Life Ministry 

             jogopapa7@gmail.com 
John Oliver, Hospitality Ministry and Property Manager 

Patricia Solitro,  Safe Environment Coordinator              
Chester DiLeo, Coordinator, “Our Father’s  Bread” Ministry 

 to Homebound— cdileo2@charter.net 
John Morello, Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus 

John.morello@gmail.com 
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Our Lady of Mt.  
Carmel and Our Lady of  

Loreto Parish 
PRAYER FOR PARISH 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

 

Lord God, You love us with an ever-
lasting love, and You choose us to share Your love with 

others. We ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spir-
it of faith, of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to 

search out and find ways of bringing one another closer 
to You. We pray for all who form our parish community, 
that we remain faithful to Your teaching, that we remain 
steadfast in our prayer, both personal and communal, 

that together with You and the Holy Spirit, our parish may 
be renewed and transformed.  All this we ask in the name 
of Jesus and through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Please cut out and pray daily. 

 

CHOIR TO BEGIN AGAIN!!!! 
The pandemic disrupted our choir and now it is time to begin anew. I truly hope I will be able to start the choir in Septem-
ber. 
This is your opportunity to contribute to the Parish family without spending a cent, just donating a little of your time and tal-
ent.  
Rehearsals:  Monday evenings 6-7 pm (this can be changed if need be and discussed once we all meet). 
Masses with the choir:  the final Saturday of each month at 4 pm and the first Sunday of each month at 10:30 am.   
 

 A sign-up sheet is in the vestibule of the church. CLEARLY print your name and email address and I will contact you as we 
get closer to the first rehearsal  - Monday, September 12th. I sincerely hope to see you there. If you have any questions 
please contact me at Konkoljosef@gmail.com.    
 

Sincerely, 
Your Fearless Leader ~ Josef Konkol, director 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

Minister and writer Philip Gulley tells this story in his 
book The Evolution of Faith: How God Is Creating a 
Better Christianity:  
 

“In a Quaker meeting I once pastored, an elderly woman 
had committed herself to works of mercy. As I got to know 
her better, I was astounded at the many ways in which she 
had blessed hurting people. Though her income was mod-
est, she lived simply so she could give generously. Though 
her many commitments kept her calendar full, she still 
found time to be present for those who needed comfort. 
The longer I knew her, the more I marveled at her charity, 
given the scarcity of her resources. Because of her humili-
ty, she was reluctant to talk with others about her own ac-
complishments. But one day she let slip the principle that 
guided her life, when she said to me, ‘Little is much when 
God is in it.’ 
 

 “I have thought of that many times since, appreciating its 
truth more and more as the years pass. Little does become 
much when love is present. Love does magnify our works. 
Jesus knew this. He knew even the smallest gesture of love 
could transform the darkest situation and so fully commit-
ted himself to divine love that we are still awed by his life. 
Believe me when I tell you this: we can be like him, and 
like all the other God-bearers our world has known. It is 
key to the future of our faith.” 
 

 In Baptism, we take on Jesus’ work of mercy and commit-
ment to service. To follow Jesus begins with embracing 
Jesus’ humility: humility that realizes that we are not the 
center of all things but part of a much larger world, humili-
ty that is centered in gratitude for all the blessings we have 
received as a result of the depth of God’s love and not be-
cause of anything we have done to deserve it, humility that 
seeks God’s grace in doing for others. From the perspec-
tive of Christ-like humility, the seeming “little” we can 
give, the “little” we can affect positively, the “little” our 
abilities to serve can become a great deal when done with a 
sense of God’s grace and love.  
 

  Monsignor Pedone  

 

Our Lady’s  Annual 
Miraculous Medal Novena 

 

Begins on Tuesday, September 6th 
 at 7:00 pm 

and continues for nine 
consecutive Tuesday nights,  

ending on November 1st, with the 
Crowning of the Blessed Mother. 

 This is a  great opportunity for graces and the  powerful 
intercession of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness of our parish. 
 

Mark the dates and plan to come and bring a friend. 
 

This year’s speakers are: 
 

 September 6….Bishop Robert J. McManus 
 September 13…Rev. Paul T. O’Connell 
 September 20…Rev. Juan Echavarria 
 September 27…Rev. Frederick Fraini 
 October 4……..Rev. Kenneth Cardinale 
 October 11……Deacon Donald Pegg 
 October 18……Rev. Richard Trainor 
 October 25……Rev. J. Sebastian Sanchez 
 November 1…..Rev. Msgr. Francis Scollen   
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APPLE PIES 
 

The CYC will be making and selling apple 
pies.  We will only be making pies that 
were pre-ordered.  If you would like to or-
der a pie, please let me know 

by September 12.  We will sell the apple pies for $15.00 
each.  If you are interested in ordering a pie, please call 
Lisa at 508-753-5001 or email Joan 
at joan_dargenis@yahoo.com.  Pies will be available for 
pick up on Saturday, September 17 from 1:00 – 
5:00 p.m. at the church or if you live close by, we will 
make deliveries. We are also looking for donations of sugar, 
nutmeg, cinnamon, flour, and butter.  We are also looking 
for volunteers who would like to help make the pies on Sat-
urday, September 17 starting at 9:00 a.m.  

 

BOTTLE AND CAN DRIVE  
 

Saturday, September 17 
 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 

We are collecting redeemable 
bottles and cans. Clean out your 
pantry and garage and support 

the CYC.  
Please bring your bottle and cans to Our Lady of Mt. Car-
mel/Our Lady of Loreto Parish Center – 37 Massasoit Rd. 
starting on Wednesday, September 15 – 17 from 8:00 a.m.- 
4:00 p.m. or we will have a drive thru drop off on Saturday, 
September 18 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in front of the 
Parish Center. 
 

Please drop off clean bottles and cans at the Parish Cen-
ter. 
 

Thank you for your generosity to our CYC/Youth and Fami-
ly Programs. 
 

For more information call the center at 508-753-5001. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION 
   
Children in public schools or non-Catholic private schools 
and academics should be attending religious education 
classes on a yearly basis. Children planning on receiving 
the Sacrament of First Holy Communion must attend 
classes for two years (Grade 1 and Grade 2.) Candidates 
for the Sacrament of Confirmation must attend classes 
for two years (Grade 9 and Grade 10.)  
  

Children in parochial schools and private Catholic 
schools are required to attend classes only for one year 
(the year of preparation.) First Holy Communion is usual-
ly received in Grade 2 and Confirmation in Grades 9 or 
above. Registration forms are available on our parish 
website or in the office at the Our Lady of Loreto 
Center, Monday –Thursday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
and in the vestibule of the church.  There is a fee of 
$35.00 per child or $60.00 per family.   
  

CCD Schedule 

  

Classes will begin on Sunday, September 25. Grades 
Pre-K through Grade 4 will meet on Sunday mornings 
from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. and includes attendance at the 
10:30 a.m. Mass. Parents are asked to attend Mass with 
their children. Attendance in the pre-K and Kindergarten 
are not mandatory. Grades 5  – 10 will meet on Sunday 
mornings from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Students are re-
quired to attend Mass, it is suggested that they attend the 
10:30 a.m. Mass. 
  

CCD Teachers Meeting 

  

CCD Teacher’s Meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 
30 at 6:30 p.m. via zoom.  This meeting is intended for 
all teachers, veteran and new. Please make every effort 
to attend so that we can make 2022/2023 an exciting and 
productive year. 
  

Religious Education Parents Meeting 

  

There are two meeting scheduled for parents; On Sun-
day, October 2 at 9:15 a.m. at the Our Lady of Loreto 
Center for all parents. These meetings are important, for 
they will include a description of the programs and will 
include discussions on the reception of the Sacraments 
of First Penance, and First Holy Communion. 
  

There will be another meeting on Sunday, October 2 at 
11:45 a.m. at  the Our Lady of Loreto Center for par-
ents of students planning on receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation either in the spring of 2023.  Candidates 
for the Sacrament of Confirmation must attend clas-
ses for two years if they attend a Public school, 
which includes private schools. (Grade 9 and Grade 
10.)   Students who attend parochial schools only need to 
attend one year of CCD. 

 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY NEWS 
 
In a recent article in our local Catholic Free Press, Fr. Kenneth 
Baker explains mans’ unalienable right to life. God created us of 
His free will. 
 

Fr. Baker states that man is created in the image and likeness of 
God and has an eternal destiny and importance that goes beyond 
our material life. The first and most important of mans’ natural 
rights is the right to life. If one’s life is taken away, all other 
rights are meaningless. 
 

No state, empire or government has the right to arbitrarily take 
away our life. Man, in his family, tribe or clan were in existence 
thousands of years before the arrival of states, courts, empires 
and police which were established to protect our rights. 
 

The Fifth Commandment states “Thou Shall Not Kill”. Abortion 
and Assisted Suicide are an act of murder. Killing a defenseless, 
innocent child in the womb is atrocious! No man-made law su-
persedes God’s law! 
 

Do you serve God or Caesar? 

 

ALTAR SERVER CAR WASH 
                       

September 10 (Saturday)  
from 10:00 - 2:00.  

mailto:joan_dargenis@yahoo.com
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Some people bring light into the world just by being in it. 

 

Financial Stewardship  
      For the week ending August 21, 2022 

 

Income  
Offertory: 
     Week-End                                    $2,770.34 
     Mail                                                1,495.00 
     On-Line Giving                                 575.25 
     Maintenance                                      150.00 
     Assumption                                        101.00 
     Catholic Schools                                  10.00 
     All Saints                                               5.00 
     All Souls                                                5.00 
     World Missions                                     5.00 
     Eastern Europe                                      3.00 
             Total Offertory                                            $5,119.59 
Funeral Stipends                                                        1,200.00 
Candles                                                                           79.00 
Mass Stipends                                                                 40.00 
Sanctuary Lamp                                                              30.00 
     Total                                                                    $6,468.59 
   

Expenses                            
 

Salaries and Wages                                                  $5,929.00 
Diocesan Invoices (August)                                       3,593.00 
Scholarship                                                                   500.00 
Offertory Envelopes                                                     258.62 
Church in Eastern Europe                                             225.00 
Employee Benefits                                                        195.84 
          Total                                                             $10,701.46 
 
 

Average Weekly Amount Needed  
     for Parish Operations                                          $8,400.00 
Total Amount Deposited               $6,468.59 
Less: Diocesan Collections  
         & Restricted Funds                (28.00)                6,440.59 
Cash Shortfall                                                          $1,959.41 

Upcoming Events 
 

Golden Years (every Tuesday) 
Knights of Columbus Meeting—7 pm 
                  (every 3rd Wednesday) 
“At the Foot of the Cross” - 6:30 pm 
                  (last Thursday of the month) 
 

***************** 
Sept. 6-Nov. 1—MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA 
                      Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm 
Sept. 10—Altar Servers Car Wash 
Sept. 18— “Tina the Musical” - Full 
Sept. 21—Knights of Columbus  
Sept. 25—Religious Education Classes begin 
Sept. 29—”At the Foot of the Cross” 
Oct. 2—Religious Ed. Meetings for Parents 
Oct. 6-9—Women’s Cursillo 
Nov. 6— “Aladdin the Musical”  
Nov. 10-13—Men’s Cursillo      

 

Ministry Assignments for September 3-4 
 

September 3 @ 4:00 pm 
Lector – Joe Godek 
Ministers – Pat Sollitro, Irene Astrella & Tom Lavin 
 

September 4 @ 8 am 
Lector -  Joe Sama 
Ministers -  Joe Sama 
 
September 4 @ 10:30 am 
Lector -  Vera Novick 
Ministers - Debbie & Gerry Woods & Maria Sciann- 
                    ameo 
 

Please arrange for a substitute if you cannot fulfill 
your assignment. Thank you for the good work that 
you do! 
 

If a substitution is made, please contact Julie so the 
announcement sheets will be correct. 

Blessings at the Beginning of a 
School Year 

 

God of wisdom and might, 
We praise you for the wonders of 

our being, 
For mind, body, and spirit, 

Be with our children as they begin 
A new school year. 

Bless them and their teachers and staff. 
Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow, 

Wisdom and knowledge to their minds 
As they search for understanding; 
And peace and zeal to their spirits. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

 Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family 

The Mount Carmel Golden Years Club pictured below 
with donations collected from the club to donate to the 
Be Like Brit program. 
 
Thank you ladies for your continued generosity to many 
great  organizations. 
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Saturday, August 27, 2022—4:00 p.m. 
Alexandre Tzvetinovitch by Cecchini and Callahan  
 Families 
Adolfo Ortiz Sr., Adolfo Ortiz Jr., and Maria  
 Litlette Vasquez by the Ortiz Family 
 

Sunday, August 28, 2022—8:00 a.m. 
The People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, August 28, 2022—10:30 a.m. 
Angela (Groccia) Catino (4th Anniversary) by  
 Daughters 
John D. Cariglia by Wife and Children 
Simeon Ogbonna by Family 
Michael P. Martin, Sr. (3rd Anniversary) by son  
 Michael C. Martin 
Philip C. Porcaro (5th Anniversary) by Michael C.  
 Martin 
Karen Sherback by Family 
John “Jack” Ruggieri and Deborah Lazzaro by  
 Family 
 

Monday, August 29, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
Thanksgiving for the Banzuela Family 
 

Tuesday, August 30, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
The Souls in Purgatory 
 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 

Thursday, September 1, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 

Saturday, September 3, 2022—4:00 p.m. 
The People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, September 4, 2022—8:00 a.m. 
The Sick of the Parish 
 

Sunday, September 4, 2022—10:30 a.m. 
Elmer Sjosten by Family 
Sylvio Dominico and Armando Picirillo by  
 Carmine and Esther 

 
 
 
 

 

Please pray for the sick of our parish:  Francis Caf-
fone, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Blackwell, Matteo Fiore, 
Patrick Loconto, Frank “Butch” Rano,  Sylvia Pusateri, 
Thelma Ortiz, Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Sue 
Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony &  Paul 
Locantore, Ann Servidio, Eleanor Gallo, Joseph 
Vancelette, Vinny Tiscione, Madelyn Martin, Anthony 
Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Emma Taubert, Char-
lene Swalec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo 
& Silvia Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell, Lynn Wagner, 
Carol Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando, Richard and Rita 
Sharameta, Mary Antonucci, Cindy Worthington, Bev-
erly DeMarco, Lucille Carrier, Richard Rolla, George 
Burton, Charlotte O’Mara, Renate Perry, Angela Viz-
zo, Jacob Rivera, Stephanie Berthiaume Cowie, Ful-
via D’Amico, Dolores Ventresca, Dermot Kelly, Mar-
garet Setaro, Isabella Gamble and Melissa Totaro.  
May the Lord give them strength, courage and heal-

 

THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY LAMP  
IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF: 

 

Gus Sbrogna 
By husband, Gus 

KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS 
OFFICER INSTALLATION 

 

The newly elected officers of the Knights of Columbus will 
be installed during the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18th. 

Upcoming Cursillo Weekends!!! 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock…”  It’s time. Time 
to learn more about your Faith. Time to experience what 
our religion can do for you. Jesus is waiting for you, per-
sonally.  
 

Cursillo weekends are a wonderful, fun way to give you a 
start on this journey.   
    

 2022:     Women’s:    October 6-9 
                            Men’s:         November 10-13 
                                               

 

For more information contact Elizabeth Santley @ 508-
304-8871, or at esantley@yahoo.com.  Applcations are 
available in the vestibule of the church. 
 

If anyone who has made a Cursillo would like to be a 
sponsor, please contact Elizabeth Santley. 

 

PLEASE RETURN ALL FESTIVAL  
LAWN SIGNS 

 

WE WILL BE ABLE TO USE THEM  
NEXT YEAR 

 

RETURN TO PARISH OFFICE 
 

Also: 
Please return all name badges and lanyards. 

 

THANK YOU 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a 
time. 
 
Sunday, Aug 28, 2022 
Make us meek, again 
We're trained in the art of competition early. First, we barter for our parents' attention with siblings or 

tasks that distract them from celebrating us. In school, we compete for grades; in sports, for victories. By the time we arrive in the work-
place, in marriages, or in adulthood in general, we're primed to fight for what seems rightfully ours: the spotlight. Saint Thomas Aquinas 
recommends the way of humility as the virtue that "most effectively removes the main obstacle to our spiritual welfare, the preoccupation 
with earthly greatness." Cede the floor. Surrender the talking stick. Cherish humility. 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a; Luke 14:1, 7-14 (126). "Rather, when you are invited, 
go and take the lowest place." 
 

Monday, Aug 29, 2022 
Tough love is needed 
We have to find ways to publicly discourse—respectfully—if we are to have any hope of remaining a society. It’s increasingly common to 
retreat to our corners out of frustration and disgust. That’s the easy way out. John the Baptist, for one, proposed a harder path of standing 
up for beliefs but also of generously giving oneself “in love, in truth” as Pope Francis said of John on the memorial of his passion. Is it pos-
sible to have hard conversations with disagreeable neighbors, co-workers, and family—and still “love your enemy”? Could you have those 
conversations by treating them as you would like to be treated? 

MEMORIAL OF THE PASSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (431); Mark 6:17-29 (634). “Herod feared John, knowing him to be a righteous and holy 
man, and kept him in custody.” 
 

Tuesday, Aug 30, 2022 
Hot off the presses 
On this day in 1464, Pope Paul II became our 211th pontiff. While Paul II raised eyebrows over a certain Renaissance ostentatiousness 
that had him amassing jewels and fine clothing, along with an extravagant remodel of Palazzo Venezia, Paul II also organized relief work 
among the poor and promoted the preservation of antiquities. Most notably, just a few years after Gutenberg printed his famous Bible, he 
brought the first printing presses to Rome, which made books more affordable and accessible to all. Open a Bible today in print or online 
and give thanks for the inventions that have contributed to worldwide evangelization. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 2:10b-16; Luke 4:31-37 (432). "We speak about them not with words taught by human wisdom, 
but with words taught by the Spirit." 
 

Wednesday, Aug 31, 2022 
The healing power 
The laying on of hands is a practice with a long tradition in our faith. Jesus laid on hands to heal and, after in his post-Ascension appear-
ances, to bestow the Holy Spirit on his followers. Christians ever since have done the same in Christ’s name. God works through us, liter-
ally, in the laying on of hands. From a hug to a blessing to an anointing, touch has the power to heal. It is what Pope Francis means by the 
Christian "culture of encounter." It is an invitation to be moved with compassion toward others “and then to draw near, to touch and to say: 
‘Do not weep’ and to give at least a drop of life.” Reach out today. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Luke 4:38-44 (433). “At sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought 
them to him. He laid his hands on each of them and cured them.” 
 

Thursday, Sep 01, 2022 
Be creative in protecting creation 
Today is World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. These worldwide, ecumenical efforts are meant to bring together Christians in pray-
er, action, and advocacy for protection of the environment. One of the “great moral issues of our time [is] the preservation of God’s crea-
tion,” Pope Francis has stated. While the climate crisis and related issues are daunting in scale, most people can take small actions that 
add up: from praying for our planet, to voting for candidates who prioritize environmental issues, to running errands by bicycle. What can 
you do today? 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Luke 5:1-11 (434). “When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything 
and followed him.” 
 

Friday, Sep 02, 2022 
Let the feast begin 
We all know that fasting is a common spiritual practice. But did you know that feasting is also a spiritual practice? Consider our Catholic 
experience. We speak of “feast days” to celebrate saints and significant church events. We call Easter the “Feast of Feasts,” ending our 
fasts and celebrating with special meals. We proclaim the wedding feast at Cana and the many stories of Jesus feasting with friends. 
Feasting can be fully enjoying any experience such as being with friends or watching the sunset. How might you incorporate it as one of 
your spiritual practices? 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Luke 5:33-39 (435). “Can you make the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with 
them?” 
 

Saturday, Sep 03, 2022 
Build upon existing foundations 
New cities rise on the ruins of former times. New traditions build on existing ones. This is how history proceeds. Gregory the Great, the 
leader the early church needed in 590, understood this better than most. Instead of having temples to earlier gods destroyed, he instructed 
missionaries to bless them with holy water and repurpose them. The same with festivals associated with other gods. He suggested that 
their meaning be tied to “good fellowship,” with food offered not as sacrifices to pagan gods but “for the glory of God.” In this way pre-
Christian Europe was converted to Christianity. Build upon the past as you help shape the future church and society. 

MEMORIAL OF GREGORY THE GREAT, POPE, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 4:6b-15; Luke 6:1-5 (436).  “The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.” 

 


