
 

37 MASSASOIT ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 
Parish telephone: 508-753-5001 

Parish fax: 508-754-1537    Rectory:  508-304-9988  
Parish e-mail - clergy@ourladyofloreto.net  

or lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Parish Website:  www.mtcarmel.ws 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and  
Our Lady of Loreto Parish 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

DAILY MASS 
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAY MASSES 
Vigil: 6:00 p.m. 

Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 2:45-3:30 

Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to  
schedule. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a baptism please call 508-753-5001 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Couples planning to be married should contact the pastor 

at least a year in advance. A program of preparation is 
required for all couples planning to marry in the church. To 

schedule a wedding please call 508-753-5001. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Please contact the parish office at 508-753-5001 

 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
To become a registered member of the parish, please call 

508-753-5001 or register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws. 

As a reminder Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Our 
Lady of Loreto Parish follows the guidelines of the 
national Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People approved by the US Bishops and 
the policies of the Diocese of Worcester in 
screening those who work with children in our 
care and in helping victims of abuse find healing.   
 

If you or someone you know has been sexually 
abused by a Church employee or volunteer in the 
past, please contact The Office for Healing and 
Prevention at 508-929-4363 (direct line & confi-
dential voicemail).  You may also contact Mon-
signor Pedone, or Deacon Montiverdi at 508-753-
5001.  If you are concerned about a current case 
of abuse, please contact the local civil authorities 
immediately. 
 

All church staff and volunteers must complete a 
CORI form and complete a Safe Environment 
Training session.  For more information please 
contact our Safe Environment Coordinator Pat 
Solitro at 508-753-5001. 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Msgr. F. Stephen Pedone, Pastor 
 fpedone@charter.net 
Gerald Montiverdi, Deacon 

Donald Pegg, Deacon  
Joan D’Argenis, Director of Religious Education 

 joan_dargenis@yahoo.com 
Maria Sciannameo, RCIA Director 

Michael Sacco, Joseph Sama - Finance 
Lisa Fenuccio, Administrative Assistant 

 lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Julia Tufano, Secretary and Publicity 
David Soares, Parish Council Chair 

Edward Amorello, Property Comm. Chair  
Joan Venincasa and Virginia Bailey, Organists 

Josef Konkol, Choir Director 
Joseph Godek, Respect Life Ministry 

             jogopapa7@gmail.com 
John Oliver, Hospitality Ministry and Property Manager 

Patricia Solitro,  Safe Environment Coordinator              
Chester DiLeo, Coordinator, “Our Father’s  Bread” Ministry 

 to Homebound— cdileo2@charter.net 
John Morello, Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus 

John.morello@gmail.com 
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Our Lady of Mt.  
Carmel and Our Lady of  

Loreto Parish 
PRAYER FOR PARISH 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

 

Lord God, You love us with an everlasting love, and You 
choose us to share Your love with others. We ask that You 
rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of faith, of prayer and of 

reconciliation. Inspire us to search out and find ways of 
bringing one another closer to You. We pray for all who 

form our parish community, that we remain faithful to Your 
teaching, that we remain steadfast in our prayer, both per-
sonal and communal, that together with You and the Holy 
Spirit, our parish may be renewed and transformed.  All 

this we ask in the name of Jesus and through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

Please cut out and pray daily. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Friends, 

   

In the October 2022 issue of America, a 30-year-old Colombian woman, the single mother of a 12-year-old son, writes of her 
harrowing journey seeking asylum in the United States.  
 

Their journey began when gangs broke into their home in Bogota. The gangs, she writes, “force the children to be part of their 
gang, take them to training camps and teach them to manipulate others. The gangs train the children to become people capa-
ble of fighting for the gang’s own goals. This is why my son’s life was at risk — these gangs could have easily recruited him.  
 

“I finally decided we should flee after a group of eight gangsters entered our house at about 3 a.m. and threatened us with 
weapons. They tied our hands to our feet and took everything we had. They only thing they said was we had to leave. It was 
clear to me at that moment I needed to leave to ensure my son’s safety.”  
 

Six days later, mother and son left Colombia for the United States. She recounts the grueling and terrifying journey, recalling 
this particularly frightening moment:  
 

“We walked along the river and saw many baby clothes and the clothing of adult men and women who passed before us. At 
first, it was very shocking to see so many things discarded. But people shed their items because walking in the beating sun is 
exhausting, and your body gets depleted. The less weight you carry, the easier it is to walk. That is why many people who ar-
rive in the United States on a similar path only have what they’re wearing. When I think about all the people who walked 
through the desert for days or passed through the Rio Grande, it gives me chills. I kept thanking God we were O.K. during 
such a sad time in our lives.”  
 

After seven hours of walking, mother and son — sunburned, tired, hungry and thirsty — reached Yuma, Arizona, where they 
were taken in by the staff of a Catholic Worker house. They helped them find food and housing, enroll her son in school and 
locate an attorney to prepare her asylum petition. “I never imagined myself being an asylum seeker and living without official 
documentation until I can find a good lawyer,” she writes. “[God] has helped us, and his mercy is renewed daily. I am grateful 
because, in the middle of everything, I do not feel like someone who has done something wrong . . . 
 

 “The only thing I ask in my prayers is that we win our asylum case. I pray for a permit to work and that this country of oppor-
tunity will allow us to prove we are grateful human beings and want to contribute good things. I know my son will represent the 
United States as his homeland proudly. I dream of seeing my son graduate from school, that the United States will allow him to 
study at university so he can become a professional who contributes to the community . . .  
 

“No matter what happens, I will show this same steadfast love of and protection for my son. A mother’s love overcomes any 
fear or wall that may arise.”  
 

A mother and her 12-year-old son, having endured the “crucifixion” of their own broken country, come to the border of the Unit-
ed States — for them, Paradise. Like the “good thief” in today’s Gospel, they ask to be included in the Kingdom. We are chal-
lenged by this moment in Luke’s Gospel to put aside our own crosses to make God’s Kingdom of justice and mercy, compas-
sion and peace a reality for this family and all families who suffer daily “crucifixions” of war, violence, famine and illness. The 
Kingdom of God begins with the compassion and humility of the good thief; at the heart of the reign of Christ is the realization 
that God is in our midst in the love and care of one another, that we do not suffer alone, that we are all in need of forgiveness 
and understanding, of mercy and consolation.  
      Thanksgiving Blessings!     Monsignor Pedone  

 

Book of Remembrance 
 

Your All Souls’ envelopes will 
be placed in front of the altar 
throughout the month of No-
vember.  The names listed on 
them will be remembered at 
our weekend Masses throughout the month. You are 
invited to write the names of your beloved dead (no 
matter when they died) in our Book of Remembrance 
that is displayed in front of the pulpit during the month 
of November.  You can enter the names either before or 
after Mass throughout the month.  Our Prayer of the 
Faithful during the month will include an intercession 
for the names written in the Book of Remembrances. 

 

May They Rest in Peace! 
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TRIP TO LA SALETTE SHRINE AND  
WRIGHTS CHICKEN FARM 

 

We will be traveling to La Salette Shrine and then Wrights 
Chicken Farm on Sunday, December 11.  The bus will be 
leaving the church parking lot at 1:00 pm.  The cost is $40 
per person for adults and $30 for children under 10.  Price 
includes bus and dinner.  Please call the parish office at 
508-753-5001 or email Joan D’Argenis at 
joan_dargenis@yahoo.com to reserve your seat. 

 

CEMETERY BASKETS 
 

16” Baskets filled with evergreens, berries and poinsettias  
selling for $28—$30 ($30 for a double-sided basket).   

 

PRE-ORDERED ONLY!!! 
 

PICK UP at the Mercadante’s home 
 

7 Digregorio Rd., Worcester 
 

November 26, 2022 

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS  
8:30 AM (No 7:00 AM Mass)  

 
Please join us as we offer special thanks to God for all 
the blessings we have received. 

PARISH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – 

THURSDAY, THANKSGIVING DAY (11/24)  
AND FRIDAY (11/25).  

HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAY! 

 
 
 
 

 
Msgr. Pedone, Deacon Gerry, Deacon Don  

and all of the staff wish you a  
Happy Thanksgiving! 

Join us for Mass at 8;30 am on Thanksgiving Day. 
Apples will be distributed as a symbol of the  

Harvest. 
Let us prayerfully give thanks to God 

for all his blessings. 

 

On November 21, we commemorate the Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Temple of Jerusalem. 
According to tradition, Our Lady was solemnly conse-
crated to God as an infant in the temple of the Lord. 
Mary’s total offering of herself throughout her young 
life prepared her to become the Theotokos, the Mother 
of God.   

SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING 
 

“….giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to 
share in the inheritance of the holy ones in 
light.”  (Colossians 1:12) God wants us to be happy! In-
stead of looking at the Ten Commandments as being re-
strictive and telling us what we can’t do, look at them as 
guides for living a joy-filled and peaceful life. Most of our 
problems arise when we put our own needs first or we 
spend most of our time trying to acquire more stuff. In-
stead, try putting God first in all things. We were made for 
God. Open your heart and let Him in! 

 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Thanksgiving 
 

O God of all creation,  Giver of all good gifts,  
You bless our lives with your generous love,  
by giving us once more the fruit of the fields,  
our family and friends, our faith, our work,  

and our lives together.  
We thank you for these gifts, and ask that you help 

us  
to imitate your goodness and to share our blessing  

with those who are in need.   

Giving Trees 2022: 
 

Every year we put up our Giving Trees 
with tags for children in our area who  
look forward to receiving Christmas gifts 
from us.  Like last year, this year will also 
be challenging for everyone.  We will do 
our best to provide these gifts once again.   
 

Please take  tags from the trees.  For St. Agnes Guild 
and Rainbow Child Development, the gifts are not spe-
cific items but age and gender appropriate. 
 

More details will be in next week’s bulletin. 
Keep in mind that all gifts will be due by Dec.18. 
 

Contacts: 
       

       St. Agnes Guild: Julie Tufano @ 508-757-3170, 
 508-753-5001 or tufanojulia@yahoo.com 
             Gifts wrapped and placed in a gift bag 
        

       Rainbow Child Development:  Joan D’Argenis  
  @ 508-753-5001 or joan_dargenis@yahoo.com 
         

       Nazareth Home for Boys:  John Morello @ 
               John.morello@gmail.com 
               Gifts unwrapped and in a gift bag    
                 

       Families in Need:  Joan D’Argenis 
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Financial Stewardship  
      For the week ending November 13, 2022 

 

Income  
Offertory: 
     Week-End                                    $2,716.00 
     On-Line Giving                                728.50 
     Mail                                                  570.00 
     Maintenance                                     335.00 
     Religious Education                         294.00 
     Fuel                                                  175.00 
     Flowers                                              95.00 
     All Souls                                            32.00 
     Christmas                                           10.00 
     Immaculate Conception                     10.00 
     All Saints                                             7.00 
     World Missions                                   2.00 
                  Total Offertory                                       $4,974.50 
Funeral Stipends                                                           300.00 
Cemetery Baskets                                                         200.00 
Candles                                                                         199.00 
Donations                                                                      100.00 
Rental Income                                                                 90.00 
Sanctuary Lamp                                                              20.00 
Mass Stipends                                                                 20.00 
     Total                                                                    $5,903.50 
   

Disbursements                            
 

Utilities (October) 
     Electricity                                       $2,383.09 
     Internet, Phone & Cable                      614.10 
     Natural Gas                                          314.19 
          Total Utilities                                                 $3,311.38 
Salaries and Wages                                                    5,841.00 
Repairs and Maintenance                                              900.00 
Payroll Taxes (October)                                                860.32 
Supplies                                                                         565.69 
Diaconate Ministry services                                         375.00 
Office Expense                                                              221.98 
Employee Benefits                                                        156.84 
Novena                                                                            50.00 
          Total                                                             $12,282.21 
 
 

Average Weekly Amount Needed  
     for Parish Operations                                          $8,400.00 
Total Amount Deposited               $5,903.50 
Less: Diocesan Collections  
         & Restricted Funds                   (34.00)             5,869.50 
Cash Shortfall                                                          $2,530.50 

The Season of Advent  
 

In the Catholic Church, Advent is a period of prepa-
ration, extending over four Sundays, before Christ-
mas.  The word Advent comes from the Latin ad-
venio, “to come to,” and refers to the coming of 
Christ.  This refers, first of all, to our celebration of 
Christ’s birth at Christmas; but, second, to the com-
ing of Christ in our lives through grace and the Sac-
rament of Holy Communion; and finally, to His sec-
ond coming at the end of time. 
 

Let us spiritually prepare for Christmas!  “Let every 
heart prepare Him room”!  Celebrate Advent! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Celebrate Advent by Lighting a Candle 
Family Participation 

 

The season of Advent begins on the weekend of Nov. 
26 & 27. Beginning on that weekend, the traditional 
Advent wreath will be set up in our sanctuary. We 
invite you and your family to come forward at the 
beginning of each Mass during Advent to light the 
candles on the wreath. A sign-up book has been 
placed on the table in the vestibule of the church to 
reserve the Mass at which you and your family 
would like to come forward. This is a wonderful way 
for you and your family to participate in this centu-
ries-old Advent tradition. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Adult Faith Formation (every Monday - 6:30 pm) 
Golden Years (every Tuesday) 
Knights of Columbus Meeting—7 pm 
                  (every 3rd Wednesday) All men of the  
      Parish are welcome to attend. 
“At the Foot of the Cross” - 6:30 pm 
                  (last Wednesday of the month) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Nov. 19-20—Food Drive  
Nov. 20—Children’s Thanksgiving Mass 
Nov. 24—HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 
Nov. 26—Pick up Cemetery Baskets at Mercadante 
                 home, 7 Digregorio Rd., Worcester 
Nov. 30—”At the Foot of the Cross” 
Dec. 11—LaSalette Shrine and Wright’s Chicken  
                Farm 
Dec. 18—Nativity Pagent 
Ongoing—COAT DRIVE   COAT DRIVE 

 

Thank you to all who donated coats to our 
Coat Drive.  We were able to help some area 
families along with some of our local veterans 
at the Veteran’s Shelter. 
 

VENERINI ACADEMY 
 

Venerini Academy is accepting students from Pk-3 to 
8th grade. We have rolling enrollment for this academic 
year. Visit our website at veneriniacademy.com or contact 
Mary Sivo at 508-753-3210.  

http://veneriniacademy.com/
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Saturday, November 19, 2022—4:00 p.m. 
Chester DiLeo (41st Anniversary) by Family 
Bartolomeo Simone by Tony and Betty Chionchio 
Pepino, Pauline & Tom Pellegrino and Nicholas  
 Verdolino by Fran and Santino 
Marco Salerno and Vincenza Cafaro by son 
Doriano Cafaro by Uncle 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2022—8:00 a.m. 
Maria Grazia Damiano (Birthday Remembrance) by  
 Sister Josie and Family 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2022—10:30 a.m. 
Angelo (Buddy) Sabatalo and Robert (Bob)  
 Sabatalo by Family 
Antonette Leone by Daughter 
Francesco Sciannameo (Birthday Remembrance)  
 by Family 
Michael H. Morrone and Henry H. Morrone by  
 Family 
Santo and Maria Totaro, Nunzia Stramacchia and  
 Peter & Joan MacGregor by Family 
Joseph Froio (Birthday Remembrance) by wife  
 Antonietta and family 
 

Monday, November 21, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
The Souls in Purgatory 
 

Tuesday, November 22, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
Dominic DiBaro Sr. (Birthday Remembrance) by wife  
 Grace 
 

Wednesday, November 23, 2022—7:00 a.m. 
The Sick of the Parish 
 

Thursday, November 24, 2022—8:30 a.m. 
Parishioners Intentions 
 

Saturday, November 26, 2022—4:00 p.m. 
Thanksgiving for Mendrick Banzuela and Tess Ortiz  
 by Family 
Catherine Danzilia (Month’s Mind) by sister, Flo Murgo 
 

Sunday, November 27, 2022—8:00 a.m. 
The People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, November 27, 2022—10:30 a.m. 
Giuliano Taffuri, Giovanna Stellato and Emilio  
 Taffuri by Family 
Lina Quinn by Daughter 
Bernard Saucier (2nd Anniversary) by Family 

 
 
 
 

 

Please pray for the sick of our parish:  Francis Caf-
fone, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Blackwell, Matteo Fiore, 
Patrick Loconto, Frank “Butch” Rano,  Sylvia Pusateri, 
Thelma Ortiz, Cynthia Pedone, Roland Dionne, Sue 
Cozzolino, Anthony DeAngelis, Anthony &  Paul Locan-
tore, Ann Servidio, Joseph Vancelette, Madelyn Martin, 
Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie Verdolino, Charlene Swal-
ec, Irene Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo & Silvia 
Cazzaniga, Maxwell Mitchell, Lynn Wagner, Carol 
Youngstrom, Rudy Aromando, Richard and Rita Sha-
rameta, Cindy Worthington, Beverly DeMarco, Lucille 
Carrier, Richard Rolla, George Burton, Charlotte 
O’Mara, Renate Perry, Angela Vizzo, Jacob Rivera, 
Stephanie Berthiaume Cowie, Fulvia D’Amico, Dermot 
Kelly, Margaret Setaro, Isabella Gamble, Melissa Totaro 
and Nancy Meringolo.  May the Lord give them strength, 
courage and healing. 

 

THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY LAMP  
IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF: 

 

Albert Riggieri 
By Wife and Children 

 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW BATHROOM  
IN THE VESTIBULE 

 
Finally, construction will begin Monday, November 212st 
on our new bathroom! Thank you for being so patient. 
Lauring Construction has been awarded the contract and 
will work with JJ Bafaro Plumbing. We’re hoping to get it 
operational soon. 

“THE CHOSEN” 
 

This award winning production of the life of Jesus will be shown 
during the Sundays of Advent at 1:30 PM in the parish center. 
We will pick up where we left off this past Lent. Please join us in 
the special Advent season of preparation for the great celebration 
of Christmas!  

 

Ministry Assignments for Thanksgiving and 
November 26-27 

 

Thanksgiving Day @ 8:30 am 
Lector—TBD 
Ministers—Elizabeth Santley 
 
November 26 @ 4:00 pm 
Lector –  Sue Cozzolino 
Ministers – Fran Sena & Nancy Gurgone 
 
November 27 @ 8 am 
Lector -  Joe Sama 
Ministers -  Joe Sama 
 
November 27 @ 10:30 am 
Lector—Dave Soares 
Ministers - Chizoma Nosike and Elizabeth Santley 
 
Please arrange for a substitute if you cannot fulfill your as-
signment. Thank you for the good work that you do! 
If a substitution is made, please contact Julie so the an-
nouncement sheets will be correct. 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time.  
 
Sunday, Nov 20, 2022 
Suffer the little children to enter paradise 
Jesus promises Paradise to a man dying in disgrace next to him on the cross. Today, on World Chil-
dren's Day, we can bring Paradise a little closer by contemplating 10 principles the United Nations calls 

the "Rights of the Child," including: Every child without exception should have a name and nationality; access to physical, mental, moral, 
spiritual, and social development; food, housing, and medical care; love and understanding; education and moral guidance; protection 
from exploitation and discrimination. Our Catholic preferential option for the poor and respect for life fully embraces the welfare of children. 

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 (162). "Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise." 

Monday, Nov 21, 2022 
Ready for the ride of your life? 
Just as Catholics celebrate the conception, birth, and presentation in the temple of Jesus, we celebrate the same events in the life of Mary. 
God’s plans (for all of us) begin and unfold before anyone’s understanding of them. The story of Mary’s presentation in the temple comes 
from a non-biblical text that says Mary’s parents consecrated her to God at a very young age. With her Immaculate Conception, God set 
her on the path to a pivotal role in salvation history, but it required dedication and preparation nonetheless—culminating in her immortal 
“yes” at the Annunciation. Life hands us circumstances, and sometimes decisions are made that are beyond our control—have you con-
sidered how those might shape your purpose? Commit to following where the Spirit might lead you. 

MEMORIAL OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 14:1-3, 4b-5; Luke 21:1-4 (503).  “She, from her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood.” 

Tuesday, Nov 22, 2022 
Speak up 
Once Saint Paul’s letters were collected in the third century, he got heat from Christians for “Wives, be submissive to your husbands”—
adding that neither should they speak in church. For the third century also saw the martyrdom of Saint Cecilia. Paul’s critics pointed out 
that Cecilia’s eloquent words persuaded her husband and led him (and others) to convert. As for not speaking in church? It was Cecilia 
who allowed an underground church to worship in her home. Cecilia’s story is told in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, recounted by a nun who 
praises her for evangelizing with both words and example. Men and women of faith, glorify God today with your own words and example! 

MEMORIAL OF CECILIA, MARTYR 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 14:14-19; Luke 21:5-11 (504).  “Reap the harvest, for the time to reap has come.” 

Wednesday, Nov 23, 2022 
We owe You 
We naturally think of Saint Paul when we think of letters written to the early Christians in Corinth, but Saint Clement I—a disciple of the 
apostles and later a pope—had occasion to write to the Corinthian church as well. From one of those letters comes advice that’s fitting for 
Americans celebrating Thanksgiving tomorrow: “If you are wise, then display your wisdom by good deeds; and if you are modest, let oth-
ers speak of your modesty instead of proclaiming the fact yourself. To God we owe everything, and therefore on every count we are under 
obligation to thank him.” 

MEMORIAL OF CLEMENT I, POPE, MARTYR 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 15:1-4; Luke 21:12-19 (505). “I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking.” 

Thursday, Nov 24, 2022 
Saved in the cloud 
Thanksgiving is a time to recall the blessings in our lives. Most who are reading these words can give thanks to God for the freedom to 
worship, something absent for the saints and martyrs memorialized on this date. Today’s memorial is unusual in that it honors 117 Viet-
namese martyrs, the “companions” of Father Andrew Dũng-Lạc. In fact, those 117 actually represent the 100,000 to 300,000 Vietnamese 
Christians killed or severely persecuted for their faith between the 17th and 19th centuries. May your actions of gratitude today give honor 
to this “cloud of witnesses.” 

MEMORIAL OF ANDREW DŨNG-LẠC, PRIEST, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Luke 21:20-28 (506). “Then [Jesus] said to him, ‘Stand up and go; your 
faith has saved you.’” 

Friday, Nov 25, 2022 
Called to speak out 
The early church was a place of great religious fervor and danger. Prior to 313 Christianity was outlawed, and many adherents were put to 
death. This was the age of the martyrs, including Catherine of Alexandria. Catherine was well educated and known for her keen intellect. 
As she grew in the faith, she became an outspoken critic of the dominant religion of the Roman empire. Though given many unconsciona-
ble “outs” to avoid death, Catherine held firmly to her beliefs and continued to speak out. What compels you to speak out, even when it 
costs you? 

MEMORIAL OF CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA, MARTYR 
TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Luke 21:29-33 (507). “I also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God.” 

Saturday, Nov 26, 2022 
The last day 
It’s the last day of the year—the liturgical year, that is. Tomorrow is the beginning of a new liturgical year, a new cycle of readings, and a 
new season of joyful hope. Good thing, because the readings for the past few weeks, like today’s, have been words of warning and appre-
hension regarding the “eschaton,” which means the end of the world. It all sounds terrifying, but it is good news, for however you prefer to 
interpret it, literally or figuratively, unless this world passes away in some way, the kingdom Jesus preached isn’t fully realized. Pray God’s 
kingdom come! 

TODAY'S READINGS: Revelation 22:1-7; Luke 21:34-36 (508). “Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape 
the tribulations.” 


