
AUGUST 24, 1910

Thomas B. Enders, M.D., a Yale-educated 
graduate of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons (Columbia) and Hartford surgeon, 
purchases Enders Island from the Daughters 
of Charity of St. Vincent DePaul; work begins 
almost immediately to develop Enders Island.

MARCH 1, 1920

Dr. Enders purchases a right of 
way from the Masons Island 
Company and proceeds to 
build a bridge connecting 
Enders Island to Masons Island.

DECEMBER 22, 1925

Thomas marries 
Ms. Alys VanGilder 
in the West End 
Presbyterian Church, 
in New York City.

Work continues on Enders 
Island, including the extensive stone tiles 
designed by Mrs. Enders, featured throughout 
the arts and crafts style mansion.

1918

The construction of 
Enders House begins.

JANUARY 16,1932

Dr. Enders conveys Enders 
Island to Mrs. Enders.

JANUARY 26,1943

Dr. Enders dies, 
at the age of 77.

He leaves the sum of 
$100,000 (nearly $1.5 
million in current dollars) to 
Mrs. Enders “for work, labor, 
and materials, in the repair, 
restoration, or improvement 
of the land and buildings 
known as Enders Island.”

1953: AN OFFER TO THE 
EPISCOPALIAN CHURCH

Mrs. Enders’ health begins to 
fail, and she sets out to ensure 
the preservation of her beloved 
Enders Island.

She seeks a religious institution 
to gift the property, and her 
representatives first appraoch 
the Episcopal Church.

However, their requirements 
of funds for maintenance, 
repairs and improvements has 
her look elsewhere.

SUMMER – WINTER, 1953: AN OFFER 
TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Since Mrs. Enders was raised Catholic, 
she sends her representatives to meet 
with The Most Reverend Henry J. 
O’Brien, Bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Hartford, who delays a decision until 
the reorganization of his diocese.

After the reorganization, 
Bishop-Designate 
Bernard Joseph 
Flanagan is 
formally appointed 
as the first Bishop 
of Norwich by 
December, 1953.

Bishop Flanagan does 
not see any use for Enders 
Island, and so refers the matter to Father 
Jeremiah T. Purtill, SSE, a member of 
the Society of St. Edmund, in order to 
facilitate Mrs. Enders wishes.

1910 – 1952
A PRIVATE RETREAT

1953
PRESERVING 
A LEGACY

1954 – 1966
A NEW HOME FOR THE 

SOCIETY OF ST. EDMUND

1967 – 1990
ESTABLISHING 

ST. EDMUND’S RETREAT

1991 – PRESENT
REVITALIZATION OF 

ENDERS ISLAND

ABOUT FATHER JEREMIAH 
T. PURTILL, SSE

Fr. Purtill was born and raised 
in the Village of Pawcatuck, CT 
and knew of both Dr. Enders and 
Enders Island.

He graduated from Stonington High 
School and then left for St. Michael’s 

prior to Dr. Enders’ marriage to Alys. 
Therefore, he had not been present for the extensive 
expansion and capital expenditures on Enders Island — 
which included expansion of the mansion and construction 
of the cow barn, horse barn, hen house, tea house, and 
art studio. Upon graduation from St. Michael’s College in 
1929, Father Purtill remained in Vermont and took his vows 
as a member of the Society of St. Edmund.

By 1953, he had become the Superior General of the 
Society of St. Edmund, an order of priests and brothers who 
foster spiritual renewal, evangelization and social justice.

JANUARY 6, 1954 

Fr. Purtill visits Enders Island 
shortly after the New Year and 
formally accepts Mrs. Enders’ 
gift of Enders Island.

JANUARY 30, 1954 

Mrs. Enders goes home to 
God, knowing that Enders 
Island was now in the 
hands of a religious order 
that would fulfill her desire 
of religious charitable use, 
ensuring it would not fall 
into secular hands.

OCTOBER 9, 1954 

Bishop Flanagan formally 
approves the Society’s 
presence in the Diocese 
of Norwich stating, 
“It is understood that 
this House is to serve, 
primarily, as a novitiate 
for the Community, but 
I express my hope th at 
it will serve to carry out 
the other good works 
which are proper to your 
Congregation, as time 
goes on.”

1967: OTHER GOOD WORKS 

The “other good works” begin 
almost immediately with the opening 
of a Retreat Ministry — and beginning 
in 1967, a formal Recovery Ministry 
is established, now known as 
“St. Edmund’s Retreat.”

1991: A FATEFUL VOTE

The task force meets for nearly 
a year and in the spring of 
1991 — by a vote of 19 to 1 
— recommend to the Superior 
General that St. Edmund’s 
Retreat be closed. 

Father Tom casts the only 
dissenting vote, and composes 
a minority report declaring that 
Enders Island be revitalized. 

1993: A RENEWED MISSION

1990: FACING TROUBLE 

By 1990, St. Edmund’s 
Retreat is tired, dispirited 
and bankrupt. Father 

Thomas F.X. Hoar, SSE, 
is asked by the Superior 

General of the Society to chair 
a task force of 20 individuals, 
both religious and lay, to evaluate 
Enders Island along with its Retreat 
and Recovery Ministries.

TODAY: A WISH FULFILLED

The Board continues to be actively 
involved as a steward of Alys Enders’ 
precious gift, fulfilling her intention 
that the island would be used for 
religious purposes after her passing.

The Superior General asks Father Tom 
to move from his assignment at St. 
Michael’s College to Enders Island, 
to create a strategic development 
program, to collaborate with the 
Diocese of Norwich to solidify the 
ministry’s financial position, and 
to renew its spiritual mission.

In order to ensure the long-term 
sustainability/viability of the ministries 
of Enders Island, the Society of St. 
Edmund transfers title of the island 
from the Society of St. Edmund to 
the newly formed St. Edmund of 
Connecticut, Inc., a 501(c)(3), 
a non-profit religious organization 
controlled by a three-member 
board of directors consisting of the 
Bishop of Norwich, the Superior 
General of the Society of St. Edmund 
and the Bishop of Providence. 

Additionally, Pope John Paul II 
approves the lease of Enders Island 
from St. Edmund of Connecticut, Inc. 
to St. Edmund’s Retreat, Inc., 
an independent 501(c)(3) Catholic 
non-profit that is governed by a Board 
of Trustees made up of 25 men and 
women — lay and religious — who 
possess a wide variety of skills and 
expertise.
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