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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     DECEMBER 4, 2022 

Advent – Week Two 
 A Time to Repent      Second Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying,  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” Matthew 3:1–2 

John the Baptist is truly the greatest of the prophets. He had the unique role of being the immediate precursor 
to the Savior of the World. Many pious traditions state that John was sanctified within the womb of his 
mother at the moment of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, when our Blessed Mother who was  
pregnant with Jesus visited Elizabeth who was pregnant with John. Upon Mary’s greeting, John leaped in the 
womb for joy. Additionally, Jesus says that no one born of woman was greater than John. That’s an          
incredible statement and is reason enough for us to listen to the words of John. 

Regarding the preaching of John, note first that John did his preaching in the desert of Judea. He did not sit 
on a royal throne or enjoy the honors of the Jewish leaders. Instead, he was poor, simple, prayerful, regularly 
engaged in penance, remained in the desert and invited many people to come to him. And when they came, 
he preached bold words to all. 

Among those who came to John in the desert were the Pharisees and Sadducees. They did not come because 
they were sincere but because of their jealousy and envy. But when they came, John said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit as evidence of your 
repentance.” John then went on to preach that someone much mightier than he was coming after him and that 
he was not worthy to even untie His sandal straps. John explained that the one coming would become the 
source of salvation for many, but for others, they “…will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Though much more could be said about John the Baptist, it’s essential that we regularly consider his strong 
words of preaching and allow those words to shake us to the core. In what ways do you need to hear John’s 
message of repentance? In what ways are you like the Pharisees and Sadducees? In what ways are you      
self-centered, envious, jealous, prideful and the like? If you think you are much better than the Pharisees and 
Sadducees who were addressed with these harsh words by John, then you may actually be fooling yourself 
more than you realize. The humble soul will also see the sin in their soul and will always allow the powerful 
words spoken by John and by our Lord to lead them to deeper repentance. 

Reflect, today, upon the unerring truth that you need to repent. You do. The only person who doesn’t need to 
daily repent is the one who lives perpetually in a state of perfect communion with the Most Holy Trinity. But 
these holy souls are rare. Don’t be offended by this truth but rejoice in it. Give thanks to God for the strong 
words of Saint John the Baptist, spoken to the Pharisees and Sadducees, and allow yourself to hear those 
words yourself, as if they were spoken just for you. Receive them with humility and rejoicing, and allow 
them to prepare you more fully to receive our Divine Lord more deeply into your soul this Advent season. 

My powerful Lord, You sent Saint John the Baptist before You, so as to prepare many hearts to receive You and Your 
transforming truth. Please humble me, dear Lord, so that I will listen to the words spoken by John and will indeed  
continually repent of all of my sin with all my heart. Jesus, I trust in You. 

8 Surprising Things That Happen When You Go To Adoration More Often  

The Eucharist is described in the Catechism as the ‘source and summit’ of our faith. Finding the time to go to          
Adoration can be difficult. But if you can make it happen, committing to regular Adoration with an open heart can have 
some surprising results.  

While they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it, and gave it to them, and said, “Take it; 
this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. And He 
said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. (Mark 14:22-24)  

The time you spend in adoration may surprise you these eight ways: 

1. You develop a sense of awe and wonder-There is nothing like the atmosphere of a quiet chapel or church, the 
smell of incense and the splendour of the monstrance to help you understand the truth of what is happening in    
Adoration. We are truly before Jesus Christ, His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. The more you sink into that silence 
in front of the Host, the more you’ll realize that the only response is awe and wonder at the greatness of our God.  

2. You experience peace in other areas of your life-Jesus said “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to 
you.” (John 14:27)  The outward peace we can experience in Adoration (the quiet and the stillness) reaches much 
deeper. It leads to an inner peace that affects all areas of our lives. It doesn’t mean everything in our life will be   
perfect and without suffering, but Christ’s peace means that we know that the storms of life can’t shake us.  

3. You begin to look outwardly-Jesus told us to “love one another as I have loved you”. (John 13:34) Spending time 
in Adoration connects us to the whole world – after all, we’re spending time with the Creator of all things! More time 
praising and adoring God means you can look beyond your own concerns and see the needs of others in your life 
and in the world that we live in.  

4. You get bored sometimes-There are going to be times when Adoration can feel anything but glorious. You get 
distracted, your mind begins to wander, you can hear someone else sniffing next to you. Maybe in the beginning 
Adoration was full of wonderful feelings! Regular Adoration is when daily life sets in and it can make it feel not so 
special. But that doesn’t devalue or take away from the truth of what Adoration is. Our faith is more than feelings 
and God will still be working in you. This is the beauty of the Incarnation – God made man, coming into all our 
stresses, fears, problems – and yes, boredom. Know that even if an hour spent in Adoration is a continual returning 
to Him every few minutes when your mind wanders, you are still giving God the best gift you can – your time and 
company.  

5. But you become excited going to Adoration-The more time you spend in Adoration discovering that God is a 

God who loves you and wants to spend time with you, the more you begin to actually want to go. If Adoration once 
felt like a chore, you might even find yourself becoming excited to go! Adoration is addictive, not just because of the 

things we can gain for ourselves, but because we were created to adore. As we say in the Mass, it is “right and 
just” that we should give thanks to the Lord! Adoration is imprinted on our hearts and “our hearts are restless until 
they find our rest in Him”! (Thanks, St Augustine!)  

6. Grace enters your life-It’s amazing how a simple act of committing to even a short time of regular Adoration 
makes such a huge difference to the rest of your life. You can carry that moment of being in His presence with you 
long after you’ve left the church or chapel. His grace sustains you in every moment, especially in moments of    
temptation. Temptation becomes easier to resist when you’re spending more time in Adoration. Sometimes, it really 
is that straightforward.  

7. You realize how fortunate you are-If it is as simple for you as getting in the car and driving to Adoration at 
church, or even walking to the chapel nearby, you realize how much you can take it for granted. There are those 
who would love to spend more time with Jesus in Adoration but who are homebound, sick or busy parents. Then 
there are those around the world who actually risk their lives for the Eucharist, in places where they are persecuted 
for their faith. When you remember those who walk for hours or days in dangerous situations in order to be present 
with Jesus, you realize what a gift it is to be able to pray openly, not to mention having a priest to minister the     
sacraments.  

8. You want to go to Confession more-This might sound scary, but it’s not. Confession allows us to experience the 
mighty boundless ocean that is God’s mercy. His mercy swallows up all our sins and gives us a true kind of        
freedom, a freedom without fear, which allows us to make the leap into His love and goodness, complete with all His 
perfect plans for our life. Time and time again, going to Confession re-enforces the knowledge that we are jumping 
into the arms of a father who loves us very much and “never tires of forgiving us”. (Pope Francis).  

When you spend more time with an open heart in Adoration and just let Christ love you, then you’ll fall in love too. That 
love will define you and allow you to be yourself. “I came that they may have life, life in all its fullness.” (John 10:10)  

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%203.1%E2%80%932
https://catholic-link.org/2013/06/02/why-do-you-go-to-eucharistic-adoration/
https://catholic-link.org/images/infographic-4-steps-for-eucharistic-adoration/


 

 SCHEDULE FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2022 

December 3/4    Second Sunday of Advent 

       Altar Society taking orders for poinsettias 

       2nd Collection-SVDP 

 

December 6    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

December 7    Confession-4:30-5:30 p.m. 

 

December 8    Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary 

      Holy Day of Obligation-Mass at 8:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

 

December 10/11    Third Sunday of Advent 

       Altar Society Bake & Craft Sale 

       2nd Collection-Retirement Fund for Religious 

 

December 12    Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 

       Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

 

December  17/18   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

December 20    Vicariate Communal Penance Service 

       St. Helen’s Catholic Church, Orangefield 6:00 p.m. 

 

December 21    Confession-4:30-5:30 p.m. 

 

December 24/25    Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. Mass 

      Christmas Day 8:00 a.m. (Bilingual) 

         10:30 a.m. 

        

Weekly Church Schedule 
 

 Sunday, December 4 
 8:00 a.m. Bilingual Mass 
 10:30 a.m. Mass 
 5:00-6:30 Confirmation Class 
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for Religious Freedom 
 7:00-8:30 Confirmation Class 
    
 Monday, December 5 
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 
 
 Tuesday, December 6 
 5:45 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group 
 8:30 a.m. Mass 
 9:00-5:45 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 
 6:30 p.m. RCIA 
   
 Wednesday, December 7 
  Religious Education 
 6:00 p.m. Mass 

 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 
   
 Thursday, December 8  
 8:30 a.m. Mass 
 9:30 a.m. Altar Society Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Mass 
 6:30 p.m. Cathy Martinez’s group 
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 
 6:30 p.m. ACTS Core   
  
 Friday, December 9 
 8:30 a.m. Mass 
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 
 
 Saturday, December 10  
 3:00-4:30 Confession 
 5:00 p.m. Mass  
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 
 

 Sunday, December 11 
 8:00 a.m. Bilingual Mass 
 10:30 a.m. Mass 
 6:00-7:30 Family Formation Class 
 6:30 p.m. Rosary for our Country 

  
*Adoration will be Tuesday, December 6.   

Sign up sheets are out this weekend  
 

December 3/4-2nd collection is our monthly black 
bag for our St. Vincent de Paul Society 

 
December 10/11-2nd collection is the Retirement 

Fund for the Religious 

Saturday December 3 
5:00 p.m.  Jerry & Nancy Ehrman (D) 
 
Sunday December 4 
8:00 a.m. People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.  Altar Society Members 
 

Monday December 5 
  No Mass 
 
Tuesday December 6 
8:30 a.m.  Teresa Krout (D) 
 
Wednesday December 7 
6:00 p.m.  Marilyn Hickey (D) 
 
Thursday December 8 Holy Day of Obligation 
 Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

8:30 a.m.  Rosalind Casey (D) 
6:00 p.m. People of the Parish 
 

Friday December 9 
8:30 a.m. Lorita Cooper (D) 
 
Saturday December 10 
5:00 p.m.  Blaine & Regina Caillier’s  
  Anniversary 
 

Sunday December 11 
8:00 a.m. People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.  Bill Simar (D) 

St. Francis of Assisi  
Stewardship of Treasure 

 
 

 

November 27, 2022 
$5,223.00 

 
 
 

Online Giving 
$3,603.00 

 

Total 
$8,826.00 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 



 
Vocations Cross 

 
For an increase in gratitude among God’s    
people for the mercy shown them though the 
holy vocations to the priesthood and           
consecrated life in their midst, and that more 
men and women will faithfully respond to 
His call, we pray to the Lord. 
 
December 3/4 Andy & Katie Brown 

December 10/11 Rita Richo 

December 17/18 Floyd & Mary McDuffie 

December 24/25 Jet & Bridget Toohey 

December 31/1 The Howington Family 

January  7/8  *Available 

January  14/15 *Available 

January 21/22 The Ziegler Family 

January  28/29 *Available 

 
 

**Please return the cross on Friday by 
1:00 p.m. to the office 

Calling All Sisters 
Women’s Retreat 

 

Team Formation for the women’s ACTS retreat is beginning!   

If you have made an ACTS Retreat and would like to put the Service part of ACTS to work, this is the perfect 
opportunity.   

Meetings begin Monday, January 9, 2023, and continue until the retreat takes place on May 4-7, 2023.   

Email the following information to stfranciswomensacts2023@gmail.com : Name, Address, Phone number, 
email address,  the Parish where you’re registered,  Parish where you made your ACTS Retreat, and how 
many teams you have been on. 

Director: Kimberly Evans – 409-718-8758 

Co-director: Stacy Menard – 409-718-2912 

Co-director: Lacy Meaux – 409-920-8043 

 

Christmas Gathering 

Tuesday, December 13th 

 

 

Meet after Mass in the SDC 

For coffee, donuts and games. 

 

Please bring your favorite dish to 

share with everyone for lunch 

Baptism Preparation Class 

Saturday, December 10  9:00-12:00 

In English and en Espanol 

Please call the office at 409-883-9153 to     

register for the class. 

Baptisms in December 

December 11 at 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 

*Please call the office to let us know you will 

be having a child baptized at the above Mass. 

Christmas Poinsettias  

 
Purchase poinsettias for the Altar this Christmas in memory of or in honor of 

someone you love!  Complete the following, put in envelope marked Altar    

Society & with your payment place in collection basket, drop by the office or 

give to an Altar Society member.   

We must receive your information and $12 payment per poinsettia by December 8
th

.   

 
Who the poinsettia is from ____________________________________ 

 
Your phone number __________________________________________ 

 
In Memory Of  _______________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor Of _________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

On December 8, we honor Mary, our Mother.  The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a 

Catholic feast celebrating Mary’s conception without sin.  Even though this feast day occurs in the 

liturgical season of Advent, the Immaculate Conception refers to the conception of Mary in the 

womb of her mother, St. Anne. 

Mass Schedule is 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation which means we are    

required to attend Mass.  The list of Holy Days includes every Sunday plus days like All Saints Day, 

Ascension of Jesus, the Assumption of Mary, and the Immaculate Conception among others.  

mailto:stfranciswomensacts2022@gmail.com

