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GRATEFUL STUDENTS
By:  Preschool Transition
St. Louise preschool students are grateful for their school, 
teachers, friends and many other things.  Each day transition 
students add a link to their grateful chain sharing something 
they are grateful for this year.  Our chain is getting  
pretty long!
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LEARNING ABOUT GOD
By: Jeana S.-Kindergarten
In Kindergarten, we learn about God all day.  We say prayers 
like My Guardian Angel and My Hope Comes from God.  I 
learned everybody is different and that is how God made us.  
I love to color.  I got to color a rosary when I was learning 
about God.  We learn about God and the Saints in Religion.  
I love learning about God.

FIRST GRADE IS JUST DUCKY
By: Piper K.-First Grade
In first grade, we are learning about animal habitats.  We 
did a STREAM activity with ducks. We made towers that our 
ducks could live in.  We built the towers out of blocks.   We 
had a ducky race down the slide.  My friend Penny won.   
It was the best!
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THE TOP TEN 
THINGS THAT MAKE 

THIS SCHOOL  
YEAR UNIQUE

By: Ian M.- Third Grade
This year is quite different 
for many reasons.  I talked 
with my class about the 
changes for the 2020  
St. Louise beginning of the 
school year.  Here are the 10 
things which have changed 
our day-to-day routines.
 
Brainstormed with 3rd 
Grade Students:

1. We are all wearing 
masks and staying  
6 feet apart.

2. We stay in one room  
all day. 

3. We take walks, mask 
breaks and go to the 
field to get exercise 
whenever possible.

4. A lot of Go Noodle 
breaks:-)

5. We are enjoying 
Humpfrey as a chapter 
book.

6. We have some of our 
friends learning from 
home.

7. During recess, we have 
grade-level pods for kids 
from our grade to stay 
together.

8. When the weather was 
nice, we got to eat 
outside.

9. We don’t use our desks 
for books but use crates.

10. We listen to music 
during cursive writing to 
add variety to our busy 
day! 

Even though things are 
different right now, I love 
being at school.  I like to see 
my friends and thank God 
for our amazing school.

ALL ABOUT SECOND GRADE WITH  
TRAVELING TEACHERS
By: Madison T.- Second Grade

LEARNING IN LEGRAS
By: Anastasia M.-Fourth Grade
(Editor’s note: Anastasia was a virtual and face to face learner in 4th grade this year.)
This year’s first quarter was rather different. All of our classes were held in the LeGras Hall 
and for recess my class was assigned to the area near the football field. For most of the 
quarter, I was learning online. I would connect to classes through Google Meet at about 
8:30 A.M. For specials, I would leave the Google Meet and watch a class video or do an 
assignment posted by the teachers. As for lunch, the break for lunch and recess lasted 
about 40 minutes. Once the school day was over, I would disconnect from the Google 
Meet at 2:40 P.M.

Continued on Page 3

We do fun things in second grade!  This year our teachers travel to us for certain classes.  
Mrs. Caven is a traveling S.S teacher, Miss Hanna teaches us science and Ms. Stine 
teaches STREAM.  STREAM is fun.  We do experiments like putting apples in bags with 
liquid to see which one turned brown first.   Apple cider won that experiment.  In S.S, 
we did a Veteran project, election banners, and learned about citizenship.  In Science, 
we learn about plants and animals and what they need to survive.  We completed a 
greenhouse project.  We put pinto bean seeds in a bag, taped them to our windows to 
get sunlight, and watched them grow.   We learn a lot of amazing stuff.  We have a great 
time in school with all of our projects.  I’m so happy to be in school with all of my friends 
and learning.
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Learning in LeGras Continued

Later in the quarter, I attended school in person. In the morning, 
all three fourth grade classes would meet in the school gym. 
After all the students gathered together, we would go outside to 
walk over to LeGras Hall. 

This year we did lots of work on Chromebooks which helped 
us to connect the at home learners and in school learners. The 
Chromebooks also gave us the opportunity to explore more 
online resources to help with our studies. We used 99Math to 
practice multiplication facts. We used Jamboard for interactive 
lessons to share ideas and to show what we know.  We also 
used video tools like Flipgrid to share our favorite books. My 
class even did some activities centering about the Wonders 
Reading stories we read in class. One example of this was when 
the class read a story script called “Ranita the Frog Princess”, 
the class searched online for directions to make jumping 
frogs from origami.  We also used the Chromebooks for our 
standardized tests this year. In the past, we would take these 
types of tests with paper and pencil.

Even though school was different for all of us, my class still 
did many special things together including, Reset Day which 
took place later in the quarter. Throughout the day we were 
challenged to complete activities.  One was to create an 
invention or game using a small ring,  a string, and a paper 
cup. Each student presented their creation to the class. Some 
people were actually planning to make an invention, but they 
instead made a game! Some students did the reverse of that, 
attempting to make a game but instead creating an invention. 
The class also watched a few videos from the Carnegie 
Science Center.  We also enjoyed making origami creations 
that day. Students chose different colored papers and made 
bats, dogs, cranes, and all sorts of other things. We also 
played some Kahoot challenges and went for a walk outside 
and made shadow photos.

Even though throughout the first quarter, some students 
participated in class activities “at home” and some were  
“in-school”, we were still working and sharing our learning 
together and we are looking forward to more in the  
months ahead.

BREAKING FOOTBALL NEWS
By: Chase M.- Fifth Grade
The Steelers are winning 10-0 this season putting them number 
one in their league and undefeated. Their running backs are on 
fire this year, including James Conner, Benny Snell Jr., Jaylen 
Samules, and Trey Edmunds. The linebackers are on fire too. 
T.J. Watt, Bud Dupree, Deven Bush Jr. Vince Willams, Ulysses 
Gilbert III, Avery Willamson, and Jayrone Elliott are all doing 
great!. The Steelers are doing very well but they could use 
Brown who left because of a sad knee injury. 
So far the Steelers have beaten Broncos, Giants, Texans, 
Eagles, Browns, Titans, and Cowboys.  The Steelers have never 
been 10-0 in franchise history. Can you imagine the excitement 
if fans were allowed in the stands this year? I believe their 
coach, Mike Tomlin is putting in more work than ever to help 
lead the Steelers to victory with their 10-0 season. So the 
players aren’t just contributing to the team, the coach is as well. 
He has trained them as much as possible and his hard work is 
paying off.  I love football and am so excited to be a Pittsburgh 
Steeler fan and able to watch such an exciting season. 
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THE MASTERS
By:  Betty G.-Fifth Grade
The Masters is a tournament for golf that is widely seen among 
the golf community as the place to show what you know or 
the championship of golf. The first Masters was on March 22, 
1934. There were no spectators at the Masters tournament. 
The masters took place from November 12 to November 15. 
Unfortunately, the date had to be rescheduled because of 
COVID-19. The original date was April 9 to 11 2020. During the 
Masters, you play 72 holes of golf at Augusta National. The par 
for four rounds of 18 holes is 288. If you win you get a green 
jacket, a trophy, and 2 million dollars.

The previous winners for the Masters in the past five years are, 
in 2019, Tiger Woods, with a 13 under par. 2018, Patrick Reed, 
with a 15 under par. 2017, Sergio Garcia, with a 9 under par. 
2016, Danny Willett with a 5 under par. 2015, Jordan Spieth with 
an 18 under par. The person with the most Masters wins is Jack 
Nicklaus with six masters.

This year’s winner was Dustin Johnson. Dustin Johnson is the 
best golfer in the world as of November 2020. This was also 
Dustin Johnson’s first Masters that he won. He got 20 under 
par on 72  holes. Dustin Johnson has the lowest score ever at 
Augusta National. Dustin Johnson had an astounding 268. This 
268 was so remarkable because Dustin Johnson tested positive 
for COVID-19 a month before the Masters.  Camron Smith and 
S.J I’m tied for second at 15 under par. Justin Thomas was in 
fourth place at 12 under par. Dylan Frittelli got fifth place at 11 
under par.

VIRTUAL LEARNING
By: Harry M.- Grade 6
Have you ever wondered what virtual learning is like? Well, look 
no further! I am going to tell you about the pros and cons of 
online learning. Hello, my name is Harry Marchewka and I am a 
6th grader at St. Louise de Marillac school. I am participating in 
virtual learning. One of the pros of online schooling is that you 
can have your pet next to you while you are in class. Another 
pro is if you are confused, you can have a parent come and 
help you whenever you need it. A pro and con of learning at 
home is not seeing your friends each day.  It is a pro because 
you don’t get distracted as easily, but a con because you miss 
your friends. Another issue that can be both a pro and con is 
having to wear masks. You don’t have to wear a mask at home 
but the con is that it is harder to hear the teachers and students 
when they are wearing masks at school. 

One more pro before I go is that students who are online can 
wear whatever clothes they want. I usually just stay in my PJs 
and the teachers never know. Thank you for reading about my 
personal narrative of online learning.
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NEW TO ST. LOUISE
By:  Marie H. and Talie H.- Grade 6
Not all school years begin with a worldwide pandemic, but 
that’s exactly what happened this year in 2020. Life in school 
would have to change.  For students who had to change 
schools, there were even more adjustments.  As new students, 
we did not know what to expect, who anyone was, or how we 
would be able to navigate through this hardship.  We were 
hoping that 2020 would be a year of contentment, but with a 
pandemic and a move from our schools, we had an uphill battle. 
But now, we’re back and stronger than ever.

Background:

Marie: 
I was nervous for the start of the new school year. I lost my 
school, my friends, and my second home. I didn’t know what 
to do.  

Talie: 
I’ve gone to a public school my entire life, so walking into a 
new school was petrifying. “I’m going to do something wrong,” 
“I don’t know how to walk on the bus normally,” “Why do we 
have to wear uniforms?” 

Life at St. Louise:

The hardest thing to adjust to was the workload. We feel 
really stressed when there is a lot of work, or too much 
homework. With other activities, we don’t have a lot of time to 
do homework so our studies can be really draining. We tend to 
drift off or start overthinking really easily, so that makes all the 
assignments take longer. Making new friends can be difficult 
as well. It was especially hard at St. Louise because the kids 
were talking about things that happened in fourth and fifth 
grade which made it hard to connect. It was strange being 
socially distanced, wearing masks and trying to meet friends. 
We couldn’t relate to everyone at first.  

Now that we have been here for nine weeks, it has been 
easier than we thought to make the transition.  What first 
seemed impossible, is now much easier.  We have made 
friends, and are learning more each day.  We are grateful that 
we have the opportunity to come to school each day.

“We have made friends, and  
are learning more each day."

LEARNING FROM HOME
By: Brynlee R.- Grade 6
Hi, I’m Brynlee Robinson and I’m a remote learner at St. Louise 
de Marillac School. St. Louise offers an online option to all 
of their students to fit their needs and make them feel more 
comfortable. My family has chosen for my sister and me to 
be remote learners to prevent putting us at risk for catching 
Covid-19. I am a type one diabetic, and although I am not more 
susceptible to getting the virus, my blood sugar would be 
harder to control if I was fighting the virus. There are roughly 
11 people in 6th grade learning virtually and when asked, my 
friend, Leo Muffi said, “I enjoy remote learning because it gives 
me the opportunity to work independently in the comfort of 
my own home. Without the commute, I can spend more time 
with my family and concentrate on my studies.” The kind and 
hardworking teachers and administration at the school are the 
ones that make this all possible. They include us in classroom 
discussions, reach out to us to make sure our educational 
expectations are being met, and have even adapted by 
upgrading their technology!  They have made the procedure 
very easy for online learning, and with a couple simple clicks, 
you’re following the rest of the class on a regular schedule.  I’m 
very lucky to have such a great school that is willing to meet my 
needs and many others during this difficult time.
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COVID CHANGES
By:  Anna L.-Grade 7

Everything has been totally 
different this year and last, due to 
COVID-19, like social distancing, 
masks, toilet paper shortages, 
Zoom meetings, and many activities 
canceled. Back in March, we were 
told we would not be going back 
to school for two weeks, until the 
Diocese figured out a plan for 
Covid. Then, we were told we 
would be attending school virtually 
via Zoom meetings and that we 
would be back in person in about a 
month. We spent April at home, and 
it soon became clear that we would 
be virtual the rest of the 2019-2020 
school year. 

    When we returned to school in 
September, there were many rules 
in place to help prevent the spread 
of Covid. We have temperature 
checks at the entrances, masks 
are mandatory, there are social 
distancing stickers on the floors, 
and extracurricular activities have 
been canceled. There is also the 
option to be virtual and learn  
from home. 

When we get off the bus or out 
of the car in the morning, our 
temperatures are taken and then 
we are allowed to go inside if 
our temperature is not over 100 
degrees. When we go into school, 
we are always reminded to social 
distance and make sure our mask 
is over our nose. The day continues 
with the desks spread apart, and at 
lunch, there are three students to a 
table, two on one side, one on each 
end, and one on the other side, in 
the middle. 

These precautions are so that we 
can attend school in person. With 
the cases rising, we are on the 
verge of another shutdown, which 
would lead to more virtual learning. 
Only time will tell. If we have to 
shut down again, I think we can all 
agree that we hope it won’t last for 
too long!

BOY SCOUT TREE SALE
By: John R.- Grade 8

When searching for that perfect Christmas tree for you and your family, the Boy 
Scouts of St. Louise de Marillac are here to help!

Christmas is coming soon, and before you know it, you’ll be needing a tree for the 
holiday. But don’t worry! Every year, the Boy Scouts of St. Louise de Marillac holds a 
Christmas tree sale just for you! Whether you’re looking for a large, poofy tree that 
touches the ceiling of your house, or a cute, small, plump tree for your living room, 
Troop 4 has just the tree for you.

Starting Saturday, November 28th through Thursday, December 17th, Troop 4  
will be selling trees at the following times:

Weekdays 6-9P.M.
Saturdays: 9A.M. - 6P.M.

Sundays: 12-6P.M.

Our scouts also provide help as to measuring your tree to just the height you want 
and securing it on your car or in your trunk.

Please hurry! Our trees have sold out very quickly in the past, and it’s best you get 
them while the weather is still good. This is a big fundraiser that really supports 
Troop 4 and the Church. 

Thank you! & Merry Christmas!
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HOW THE CORONAVIRUS HAS  
AFFECTED THE SCHOOL
By: Luc G.-8th grade

It all started March 13, 2020 when we all got the same message 
from the school. We’d be out of school for some time because 
of the Coronavirus outbreak. We all thought it would be like a 
break, almost like summer.

Now let me give you some background information of this 
Coronavirus and why this all happened. It started in Wuhan 
China where it later would spread like wildfire in a dry forest. 
Now as viruses do, the virus will go into your body mainly 
through the nose or mouth and try to reproduce itself so make 
more copies. It’s almost like pneumonia because it affects your 
lungs in a way that causes you to struggle to breath. It affected 
us all in the same way because things wouldn’t be the same for 
a while. We all were affected in some of the same and different 
ways. For example, some of us came back to school like 
nothing happened; while some people came back less focused 
after the online school.

One way it affected the school is that we were online for the 
rest of the year. First of all that made all our work easier and we 
had the benefit that we were able to be in the comfort of our 
homes. But it affected everyone because it’s like time repeated 
itself over and over again because after a while everything 
started to blend together. The concept of time got confusing. 
For example, when I woke up in the morning I didn’t even know 
the month or a date. It was just a day. Plus in online school we 
didn’t learn as many things as well as we did in school. 

Another way our school was affected was lunch and recess. 
At lunch there can be only three people per table. We have 
assigned seats at lunch time. Every month the lunch seats are 
changed so we can sit next to different people. And recess was 
changed as well. We can take our masks off but only if we aren’t 
within six feet of other people. There are sections or zones that 
we have to stay in so we don’t just run around and get closer to 
other classes. 

Inside the class was affected the most in my opinion. We have 
to keep our masks on no matter what. We can’t get near each 
other to work together or to help one another on work because 
that wouldn’t be following the guidelines. The main goal is to 
keep everyone safe. But for everyone to be safe everyone 
needs to cooperate and help each other out to follow the rules. 
Our desks are spaced out and we can’t sit next to each other.  
We are able to work together online with our Chromebooks 
which has helped.

The bus rides have changed as well. You have to keep your 
masks on from the time you get on to the time you get off. We 
have assigned seats on the bus because we can’t be close to 
each other. There is only one person per seat.

Being in school helps many students because they can actually 
be there and learn visually. Our school is keeping us safe 
throughout the pandemic and is doing a great job. 

“Our school is keeping us safe 
throughout the pandemic and is  

doing a great job. "
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