
St. Louise de Marillac Catholic School  February 26, 2020 

1 
 

PTG NEWS 
 

 

A Note from the Principal 
Whether you can believe it or not, we have gone past the 
halfway mark of this academic year. These past few months have 
truly reaffirmed for me the old adage that, “time goes by fast 
when you are having fun”! The staff, students, parents, and 
volunteers of St. Louise de Marillac continue to awe me with 
their excellence in both the classroom and in extra-curricular 
activities. There are just too many examples for me to list here. 
My hope is that you continue to get a sense of this by reading 
this newsletter, the weekly family folder, and by visiting our 
website and/or following classroom news. 

 
It is important that parents/guardians be reminded of simple 
homework suggestions that will keep you involved and 
connected with the curriculum that is being taught to all students 
at various levels: 

 Check your child/children’s planner for daily, weekly 
and long term assignments and due dates on a consistent 
basis 

 Confirm assignments on Teacher homework websites 

 Ask your child/children to show you completed 
assignments 

 Communicate with the classroom teacher either by 
emailing or writing a note in the student planner, or 
calling the school. 

 Check Option C for student’s progress 
 

We want to welcome back Mrs. McLean from maternity leave to 
her third grade class.  Also coming back from maternity leave on 
March 2 is Mrs. Joyce to grade 5.  Congratulations to Mrs. 
Mclean and her new daughter Adrienne and Mrs. Joyce’s new 
daughter Clara. 
When students, parents/guardians and teachers work together to 
reach a common goal, good things will happen.  This kind of 
collaboration and cooperation builds the foundation for a 
successful learning community. 
 
God Bless, 
Mr. Klase 

PTG Highlights 
If you were unable to attend the PTG 
meeting on January 8, the minutes 
will soon be posted in the PTG 
section of the school website.  Other 
PTG meeting minutes and past 
newsletters are also posted there. 
 
Thank you to the teachers who have 
created the special experiences 
featured in this newsletter.  Thank 
you to those who continue to make 
PTG and other school activities 
successful.  We are always looking 
for new volunteers.   
 

Upcoming PTG Meetings 
Remember that you are already a 
member of the PTG.  There are no 
dues.  You are welcome to attend all 
of our general meetings.  The last 
meeting for this school year will be 
held on Wednesday May 6 at 6:30 
p.m. in the school library.  We hope 
that you are able to attend. 
 
 

PTG Board Members 
Co-Coordinators 
Dia Hoffrage 
dchoffrage3@gmail.com 
 
Tiffany Elder 
tiffanyelder@gmail.com 
 
Kami Chalovich 
Kamarie75@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary 
Nicole Zukowski 
nicolezukowski@verizon.net 
 
Treasurer 
Maria Lusk 
mnlusk5@gmail.com 
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Catholic Schools Week 

St. Louise de 
Marillac 
celebrated 
another 
successful, 
meaningful, 
and 
entertaining 
Catholic 

Schools Week January 26-31.  The week 
began with Mass which included student readers 
followed by donuts and coffee in LeGras Hall 
thanking parishioners and families for their 
support. 

The school week kicked off Monday with 
School Spirit day, and staff and students 
honored our bus drivers with donuts and 
coffee.  Special guest speaker Bridgette 
Kennedy Riske met with the students in the 
morning, and the entire school was 
entertained by a production of The Good 
Samaritan.  Tuesday was busy, including a 
visit by Saint Storyteller Chris Reibold and 
ending with the always popular Book Fair, 
Open House, and Ice Cream social.  

Wednesday saw many special high school 
visitors who came to the classrooms armed 
with information and activities to enrich our 
students’ learning. K-7 students were also 
excited for Move Up Day, which gave them 
an opportunity to meet teachers and tour 
classrooms for the next grade level.  
Thursday was full of fun, with the Teacher 
vs Student Council volleyball game in the 
morning for grades 5-8, and the always 
entertaining Minute to Win it for grades K-4 
in the afternoon, emceed once again by the 
funny and talented Jason Zych.  Our 
teachers were also honored with a catered 
lunch and dessert. 

Our school ended the week Friday with a 
closing Mass, and we were privileged to see 
just a small portion of our students’ talents 
at the For the Greater Glory of God Talent 
Show that afternoon.  Our 5th grade students 
also ended their heritage unit with a 
Heritage Luncheon, showcasing foods from 
the countries affiliated with their research 
projects. 

As always, a huge thank you to the faculty, 
guests, and parents who help make Catholic 
Schools Week a meaningful event for St. 
Louise de Marillac every year. 

 
Spelling Bee 

 
St. Louise students of the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth grades participated in the 2020 
Spelling Bee on February 5th.  Twenty four 
students vied for first place.  The Bee’s first 
place winner was Leo Muffi, Grade 5, 
homeroom C98.  Ava Coury, Grade 5, took 
second place and James Spratt, Grade 6, 
took third place.  Leo’s win secured him a 
spot in the Diocesan Bee to be hosted by St. 
Louise on May 13, 2020 where he will 
compete with 50 students from throughout 
the Pittsburgh Diocese.  Leo will be a busy 
guy preparing for that Bee! 

Congratulations to all of the students who 
participated. 
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PJAS Regional Meet -2020 

Twenty two 7th and 8th grade students 
represented St. Louise as either a Presenter 
or an Awards Technician at the PJAS 
Regional Meet held at Duquesne University 
on February 1st. 
 
The fourteen students giving presentations at 
the meet returned with seven first place 
awards, five second place awards, and two 
special awards. 
The first place winners were: Mickey 
Vaccarello, Hunter Maher, Natalie 
Zukowski, Patrick Weldon, Reighan Bean, 
Alexander Smaroff and Ellie Maentz. 
The first place winners will travel to Penn 
State in May to compete against all the other 
first place winners from across the State. 
 
The second place winners were: Bradley 
Gompers, Thomas Rodriguez, Izzie Gallo, 
Katie Erfort, and Emily Lukasewicz. 
 
Two special awards were presented to 
Patrick Weldon for his experiment 
concerning the cleanest burning candles.  He 
received the Duquesne University Science 
Excellence Award and the American 
Chemical Society Award for Excellence in 
Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
 
Eight eighth grade students worked for the 
Awards Committee affixing stickers to 600 
certificates.  The PJAS Regional Meet could 
not occur without these eight students giving 
up their time and Saturday to volunteer their 
services.  The students are:  Tate Helms, 
Ethan Richardson, Ivy Pettigrew, Sophia 
Peretin, Ben Kopec, Donovan Harris, Quinn 
Chalovich and Paul Cobleigh. 
 
Congratulations to all for a job well done! 

 

 

5th Grade Heritage Research and 
Luncheon 

St. Louise fifth graders spent two months on 
a project that had them research their family 
heritages! Their research took them to many 
countries from which ancestors lived.  Their 
research had them write on sixteen topics 
related to their heritage, prepared slides of 
their research that they presented to their 
classmates and their families during 
Catholic Schools Week. In addition, they 
created posters highlighting major facts of 
the country they spent so much time 
learning about! 
 
The culminating activity was their “Heritage 
Progressive Luncheon” also during Catholic 
Schools Week at which they shared a family 
food of the country of their choices. It for 
sure will be a memory of fifth grade and a 
special thanks to the moms, dads and 
grandparents who so lovingly provided the 
food and their serving and clean-up! 
 

Yearbook News!  
Yearbooks are almost finished!  If your 
child did not order a book, they should've 
received a BRIGHT GREEN flier sent home 
in their backpack mail.  If you are still 
unsure if you ordered, please check with 
Erin Boni @eefemedia@gmail.com  to 
confirm 
 

Next Issue 
 The next issue of the PTG News is 
scheduled to be published on March 25.  
Articles are due to Nicole Zukowski, 
nicolezukowski@verizon.net, on Friday, 
March 20.  Thank you! 
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 Bishop Zubik at St. Louise 
 

Bishop Zubik visited St. 
Louise Catholic Church on Friday, 
February 21.  Bishop Zubik engaged 
students during the homily and welcomed 
volunteers to come to the altar to talk about 
grammar and parts of speech.  He asked 
what part of speech the word "Faith" is 
considered.  His message was that we need 
to treat Faith as a verb and be active with 
our Faith.  At the end of the Mass, two 
kindergarten students presented Bishop 
Zubik with a spiritual bouquet.  This was a 
collection of prayers that students have been 
saying at school for the Bishop.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Faculty Favorites Shared with 
Students in the Library 

 
During Catholic Schools Week, the library 
featured the favorite books of our STL 
Staff.  We had such a wide selection of 
books from Mrs. Rodaitis’s Madeline 
Treasury to Mr. Jay’s Spiderman.  We found 
out that Mr. Wagner loves Where the Wild 
Things Are and Mrs. Smith loves 
Charlotte’s Web.  
 

Kindergarten had two special visitors during 
library class. Mr. Klase shared his favorite 
book, It’s Not My Fault and Officer Harris 
read Officer Buckle and Gloria.  These two 
books were very appropriate choices for a 
principal and a police officer and are very 
popular with our students. We may have to 
buy more copies for the library!   
 
If you want to 
discover your 
teacher’s 
favorite book, 
Ms. Valenti 
has a special 
display in the 
library.  Come 
and check it 
out!   
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Fun and Learning in 1st Grade 
The students in first grade have made such 
great strides in the last few months of 
school!  We are now so much more 
independent.  We are studying life cycles in 
Science.  It is exciting to see how a tadpole 
changes into a frog and how 
a caterpillar changes into a 
butterfly.  We are also 
learning how plants 
grow.  In Math, we met Mr. Alligator who 
likes to eat big numbers.  It is a fun way to 
learn greater than and less than.  We have 
lots of fun learning planned for the next few 
months. 
 

2nd Grade Makes Their First Holy 
Reconciliation 

The 2nd Grade is proud and excited to 
announce that they received their first Holy 
Reconciliation at the beginning of February.  
Ms. Hanna reports that there are “so many 
angels floating around!”   They are getting 
ready to make their 1st Holy Communion in 
May.  What a special time for our 2nd 
graders! 
 

3rd Grade Service Project 
The 3rd grade classes will 
participate in their service 
project supporting the South 
Hills Pet Rescue organization 
during mid-March.   This 

group rescues, rehabilitates, and rehomes 
dogs of all breeds, with all needs.  This is 
the second year that this collection will take 
place and based on last year we know it will 
be a success!  A letter was sent home stating 
the specific things that are needed for the 
3rd graders to donate.  We look forward to 
being of service to God's dogs that need 
help!  

4th Grade-
OREO 
Persuasive 
Writing 
Fourth-grade 
students have been 
working on OREO 
persuasive writing 
articles in 

class.  Students chose a topic and worked 
through the layers of an OREO.  They stated 
their opinion, then gave reasons, then 
provided explanations and ended with their 
opinion.  Students really enjoyed this 
persuasive writing piece! 
 
 
 

Mission Math 
 

Second-fifth grade 
enrichment students 
have been working 
through math-based 
escape rooms during 
January 
and February.  Escape 

rooms teach valuable life skills and 
encourage students to work as a 
team.  Students have been practicing time 
management, problem-solving, and focus 
under pressure while trying to solve math 
problems and logic puzzles to "escape the 
room-or open the lock".  Students did a 
wonderful job working as a team to solve all 
of the puzzles to escape! 
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Invention Convention 2020 
 

We are working diligently to get things 
ready for our 5th annual Invention 
Convention.  Students in grades 2-6 were 
invited to participate.  Invention Convention 
introduces students to a project-based 
learning activity in which they can use their 
creativity and 21st-century skills to solve 
real-world problems.  Students have been 
working cooperatively, while gaining 
confidence and preparing for our 
competition on February 27 at 1:30 pm in 
the school gym.   
 
Our 4-6 grade students have been invited to 
compete at Seton LaSalle High School 
Regional Invention Convention on March 5 
beginning at 10:00 am.  This will be an 
opportunity for our students to meet and 
compete against other Catholic elementary 
school students who may one day be high 
school friends.  A bus will transport our 
students to this event.  We have many 
creative ideas and excited students.  Please 
join us for both events if you are able! 
 

 
 

St. Louise de Marillac 

Pray for us! 

Upcoming Events 

 Ash Wednesday, February 26 
 Family Fish Fry, 4 Fridays during 

Lent (except Good Friday), February 
28,  March 3,  March 13,  March 20 
4:30-7:00 p.m., LeGras 

 Chick-fil-A Spirit Night, 
Wednesday, March 4, 4 p.m.-7 p.m. 

 Reconciliation Grades 2, 3, 4 
Monday, March 9, 12:45p.m. 

 6th Grade VIP/Student Lunch, 
Tuesday, March 10, 12:15 p.m., 
Cafeteria 

 Reconciliation Grades 5, 6, 7, 8 
Wednesday, March 11, 12:45 p.m. 

 Peace, Love & Little Donuts 
Fundraiser, Saturday, March 14, 9 
a.m.- 12 p.m. 

 ACRE Testing 5th & 8th Grade, 
Tuesday, March 17 

 Feast of St. Joseph, Thursday, March 
19 

 Toss Pizza & Wing Fundraiser, 
Tuesday, March 24, 10 a.m. –10 p.m.  

 End of 3rd Marking Period, 
Thursday, March 26 

 Clerical Day, No School, Friday, 
March 27 
 

 

Prayer for Catholic Schools 
 
Dear Lord, continue to bless our Catholic 
School. Help us to continue to be a source of 
wisdom to learn about Your love. May all 
who enter their classrooms be filled with the 
gift of Your Holy Spirit and come to know 
You in a more meaningful way. May 
Catholic education grow so that Your good 
news can be taught to children all around 
Your world. 
 
 Amen. 


