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PTG NEWS 

 

 

A Note from the Principal 
October:  Month of the Holy Rosary-The month of October each 

year is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. This is primarily due to 

the fact that the liturgical feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is 

celebrated annually on October 7th. During this month of October, 

let us consider this beautiful prayer of the Rosary as a means to draw 

us closer to Jesus and Mary. 

Practice Good Study Habits-Although your children spend hours in 

school every week, the time they spend at home doing school-related 

work is just as important.  By helping your children learn and practice 

good study habits, you’ll do a lot to help them succeed in school. 

Have a set time to settle down:  By having the same start-time for 

homework every day, you avoid daily battles about when it’s time to 

hit the books.  Many families have their kids start their studies as soon 

as they get home from school.  Others wait until after dinnertime.  

They key is to have a routine and stick to it. 

Parent Teacher Conferences-Our Fall Parent Teacher Conferences 

are scheduled for Monday, November 4 from 8:00am-3:00 pm. 

Please make every effort to schedule a conference with your child’s 

teacher. Your attendance at our conferences in the fall (and in the 

spring) is vital to the overall academic success of your child here at 

St. Louise de Marillac School. 

Cafeteria-I have been very happy with the changes to our cafeteria. 

With the dedicated staff as well as many dedicated 

parent/grandparent volunteers, the atmosphere in the cafeteria has 

been great.  Mrs. Dawn Timko, our kitchen manager, has brought a 

healthier menu and atmosphere to our cafeteria. 

Iowa Testing-The students have finished their Iowa testing. The 

results should be available for Parent Teacher Conferences in 

November. The data from the Iowa test will be used to drive the 

curriculum and provide reinforcement and enrichment skills to 

students. 

Recess -It is important to dress your child appropriately for the 

weather. We go outside when at all possible. A light coat or sweat 

shirt is strongly suggested during October and November. 

God Bless, 

Mr. Klase

Welcome Back 

We held our first meeting of the 

school year on October 15.  Mr. 

Klase provided a school update.  

Attendees heard reports on 

numerous PTG activities.  Teacher 

representatives provided information 

from each grade level. Mrs. Maentz 

gave an informative presentation 

about sleep deprivation. Minutes 

from the meeting will soon be posted 

in the PTG section of the school 

website.  Previous versions of the 

newsletter are posted there also.   

 

PTG Meetings 

Remember that you are already a 

member of the PTG.   There are no 

dues. You are welcome to attend all 

of our general meetings: 

 January 8, 6:30 p.m., School 

Library 

 May 6, 6:30 p.m., School 

Library 

 

PTG Board Members 

Co-Coordinators 

Dia Hoffrage 

dchoffrage3@gmail.com 

 

Tiffany Elder 

tiffanyelder@gmail.com 

 

Kami Chalovich 

Kamarie75@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 

Nicole Zukowski 

nicolezukowski@verizon.net 

 

Treasurer 

Maria Lusk 

mnlusk5@gmail.com 
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10th Anniversary of the Living Rosary 
In the fall of 2008 my father-in-law sent me on a 

trip of a lifetime.  For my 40th birthday he gifted me 

with a trip to Medjugorje, Bosnia-Hercegovina 

(former Yugoslavia) to go on a pilgrimage.  It is 

here in this small village that Our Lady of the 

Rosary has appeared daily since 1981.  On one of 

the evenings I was blessed to be in a quaint chapel 

in the backyard of one of the visionaries during this 

apparition.  Although I didn’t see anything with my 

eyes, I can say without a doubt that I felt the 

Blessed Mother in the room.  I had closed my eyes 

and felt like I was floating, though my feet were 

still on the ground.  There was a sense of peace that 

overwhelmed me and when I opened my eyes and 

the apparition was over, a miracle happened.  The 

beads on my white rosary that I was holding had 

turned pink.  It was as if Our Blessed Mother had 

touched my rosary beads with a piece of heaven.  

To this day, these plastic beads are my most 

valuable possession. 

A year after I returned home from Medjugorje, I felt 

it placed on my heart to start the Living Rosary at 

St. Louise.  I knew the basic concept of a living 

rosary, but never witnessed one myself.  I soon felt 

captivated by a book called, The Secret of the 

Rosary by St. Louis de Montfort where he explains 

that the word rosary means a bouquet of roses.  

With each prayer said on the rosary, he explains, 

it’s like presenting Mary with a rose.  At its 

conclusion, a bouquet of roses are lovingly given to 

Our Mother.  I had a huge “aha” moment and I 

realized this is exactly the connection the children 

need in order for the rosary to make sense to them. 

When dealing with spirituality, children need to 

have their senses engaged in order for things to 

click.  In other words, what is happening in the 

spiritual realm becomes real to them when it is 

actually playing out in the physical world.  In this 

case, each rose symbolizes either the Our Father, 

Hail Mary or Glory Be prayer and the children are  

 

 

 

literally placing a rose in a vase by a statue of the 

Blessed Mother. 

The Rosary is an opportunity to walk with the 

Blessed Mother while meditating on Christ’s life.  

This year for the first time, we prayed the luminous 

mysteries during the Living Rosary.  As each 

mystery was announced, there were words of 

wisdom and encouragement that Our Blessed 

Mother desired to speak to the children.  Here are 

the reflections that were shared: 

 

1st Luminous Mystery: Baptism of Our Lord 

“My dear children, Jesus asked to be baptized not 

for His own sake, but to set an example.  I am 

asking you now to imitate my Son, and choose to be 

a good example to each other.  By your baptism you 

also received the Holy Spirit and were uniquely 

called to bear witness to God’s truth in the world.  

The truth is that you were loved into existence and 

you are now living in this very moment in time for a 

special purpose that only you can do.”   

2nd Luminous Mystery: Wedding at Cana 

“Just as I told the guests at the wedding, I am also 

instructing you to “Do whatever He tells you.”  The 

world will try to confuse you with many messages 

that are disguised as good but are actually evil.   

Stay close to Jesus so He can speak God’s truth to 

you.  Just as a coal separated from a fire will 

become cold, it is necessary for you to stay close to 

Jesus and do whatever He asks of you, the source of 

all that is good and holy, so that your heart is on fire 

with the Truth.” 

 

3rd Luminous Mystery: Proclamation of the 

Kingdom of God 

“My dear children, your words and actions should 

speak life to a hurting world.  Choose gentleness, 

mercy, compassion, forgiveness and honesty.  

Remember the childhood game called Truth or Dare 

that asks you to make a choice between speaking  
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the truth or taking a dare.  I am inviting you to do 

both.  Dare…take courage… to speak the truth, but 

always speak the truth with love.” 

 

 4th Luminous Mystery: The Transfiguration 

“Like a candle brings light to the darkness, the light 

of Christ reveals God’s truth.  Jesus’ 

Transfiguration, the light beaming from His body, 

shows the glory of God in its fullness.  You are 

called to this same glory.  The truth is that you were 

created for Heaven and my greatest desire is to see 

you face to face in Heaven one day.  Your time 

spent on Earth is a training ground for holiness and 

because I embody all the virtues, allow me as your 

Heavenly Mother to gently teach and help you to 

see the light and obey God’s will.” 

 

5th Luminous Mystery: Institution of the 

Eucharist 

 

“My dear ones, the last thing Jesus said before He 

ascended to Heaven was that He promised to be 

with you always.  He fulfills His promise to be with 

you by becoming present to you in the Eucharist so 

that in receiving communion, He can be with you in 

the most intimate way possible.  Let this truth soak 

into your soul…that He is truly present, body, 

blood, soul and divinity in the most blessed 

sacrament of the Eucharist.” 

 

Blessings, 

Sharon Sipe 
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Cafeteria Volunteers 

 

There are still a couple of cafeteria 

volunteer teams that need a 4th 

volunteer.  In particular, there is a Wednesday team 

that needs another person.  Additional substitutes 

would also be helpful.  If you are interested in 

learning more details or are willing to volunteer, 

please contact Michele Sites at 

msites1@verizon.net or 412-417-3543.  Thank you 

to those who have already volunteered. 
 

 

Yearbook News! 
Order your YEARBOOKS!  Don't miss out on the 

memories of Race Day, Living Rosary, Class 

Parties, Sports and Classroom Events from the 

year.  Go to jostensyearbooks.com. Not sure if you 

ordered or not?  Email Erin Boni at 

eefemedia@gmail.com to find out! 

 

 

Yearbook Request for 8th Grade Parents: 

8th Grade parents, please email FIRST DAY OF 

SCHOOL photos from your child's first day of 

Kindergarten and their first day of 8th grade for the 

Honoring page to Erin Boni eefemedia@gmail.com 

before November 8th to be included in this special 

spread of the yearbook. 

 

 
 

. 

 

 

Grace Before The Race Dinner 
 

 
 

  On Tuesday October 8th, 2019 we held our annual 

“Grace Before the Race “pasta dinner in the St. 

Louise school cafeteria.  This event was held the 

night before our Race for Catholic Education 

fundraiser.  This was a fun evening to spend with 

family and friends while sharing a delicious meal.  

The event was catered by Pasta Too, and dinner was 

served by our school and church faculty.  Also we 

had many helping hands from our parent and 

student volunteers.  Over 250 meals were purchased 

and enjoyed by our wonderful St Louise de Marillac 

school family!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Issue 
 

The next issue of the PTG News will be published 

on November 20.  Articles are due to Nicole 

Zukowski, nicolezukowski@verizon.net, on 

November 15. 
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All 1st Grade Student and Parents are 

Invited to join us Under the Sea 

For 1st Grade Covered Dish Dinner 

Wednesday, November 13th 

LeGras Hall ~6:30 pm 

 

This is a special night for our 

1st graders and their parents. 

Please make other arrangements 

for siblings. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Louise de Marillac, 

Pray for Us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT IS THIS SATURDAY 

 

 ST. LOUISE DE MARILLAC PARKING LOT 

 

Just a quick reminder that Trunk or Treat will be 

THIS SATURDAY October 26th from 7-9pm in 

the school’s back parking lot.  We have received the 

RSVP’s for the event, and you should have received 

an email with the sign-up genius link to reserve 

your parking spot. 

 

Please remember NO CANDY WITH NUTS OR 

NUT BASED PRODUCTS for the safety of our 

kids.  We have on average about 200 children 

participating.   

 

Decorate your car if you would like.  Prizes will be 

awarded for the best trunk decorations!  Adults are 

encouraged to dress up as well.   

 

Remember that the back-parking lot will be closed 

from 7:30pm until 9:00p.m. No cars will be able to 

come in or out during that time period.  If you need 

to leave early, please park elsewhere and coordinate 

with a friend to hand out treats from their car.   

 

We will have an outdoor screen for the kids to 

watch their favorite Halloween movie when they 

are finished trunk or treating.   

If you have any questions or didn’t receive your 

email with the sign-up genius link please contact 

Nicole Birmingham (nbirming@hotmail.com) or 

Mary Anne Meade (mameade08@gmail.com) 

 

 

mailto:nbirming@hotmail.com
mailto:mameade08@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events 

 4th Grade Donuts with Dad, Wednesday, 

October 23, 7:30 a.m., Cafeteria 

 Teen Center, Friday, October. 25, 7:00-9:00 

p.m., Le Gras 

 Trunk or Treat, Saturday, October 26, 7:00 p.m. 

Back School Parking Lot 

 Halloween Parade and Classroom Parties, 

Thursday, October 31, 1:00 p.m.  

 Clerical Day, No School, Friday, November 1 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences, No School, 

Monday, November 4 

 Report Cards Distributed, Tuesday, November 5 

 Winter Uniform Starts 

 6th Grade Grandparents’ Day Friday, November 

8  11 a.m. 

 Confirmation Saturday, November 9, 10 a.m. & 

1:30 p.m. 

 Veteran’s Day Ceremony, Monday, November 

11, 1 p.m. 

 5th Grade VIP/ Student Lunch Tuesday, 

November 12, 12:15 p.m. Cafeteria 

 Preschool Family Literacy Wednesday, 

November 13 1 p.m.. Library 

 1st Grade Covered Dish Dinner  Wednesday, 

November 13, 6:30 p.m., LeGras. 

 Fall Play Thursday, November 14 1 p.m., Friday, 

November 15 and Saturday, November 16, 

7p.m., Gym  

 Mooncrest Service Project Begins, Monday, 

November 18 

 Turkey Bowl, Grades 7 and 8 Sunday, 

November 24, 1:30 p.m. 

 Thanksgiving Break, No School, November 27-

December 2 

 Advent Evening for Families Sunday, December 

1, 6:30 p.m.  

 Reconciliation Grades 3, 4, 5 Tuesday, 

December 3, 12:45 p.m. 

 Reconciliation Grades 6, 7, 8 Wednesday, 

December 4 12:45 p.m. 

 Progress Reports Wednesday, December  4 

 St. Nick’s Shop, Thursday, December 5, Gym 

 7th Grade VIP/Student Lunch, Friday,  December 

6, 12:15 p.m. Cafeteria 
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What are the Catholic Roots of 

Halloween? 

 

The name of the evening, Hallowe’en, is a 

contraction of the words Hallows and Evening.  It 

marks the Vigil before All Hallows (All Saints Day, 

since hallow means blessed).  Evening Vigil 

celebrations before Feast Days in the Church are 

quite common.  The Church has always savored the 

anticipation of a Feast almost as much as the Feast 

itself!  On All Hallows Eve, it has long been the 

custom of Catholics to festively light up the night 

and celebrate the triumph of Christ over evil and 

death by His passion, death and resurrection.  

Catholics are realists at heart.  They acknowledge 

that sin is real, the evil exists, and there is a battle 

being waged over the souls of human beings.  But 

on All Hallows Eve, the gift of salvation in Jesus  

 

 

Christ is heralded and the Saints, who are the living 

proof that love and mercy have won the day, are 

celebrated.  The devil and his fellow fallen angels 

are mocked on this night.  Fear and anxiety over 

darkness and of evil is replaced by God’s merciful 

love which conquers a world darkened by sin. 

 

On All Hallows Evening (October 31st ) and the 

following day, All Saints Day (November 1st) the 

Church celebrates that great Cloud of Witnesses, the 

Saints, whom the world considered to be dead, but 

who are in fact, truly alive and ablaze with the 

Divine Love.  From the other side of death, the 

saints accompany us on every step of our 

pilgrimage to God through their intercession, or 

prayers on our behalf.   Joyfully carve and light 

your pumpkins on All Hallows Eve and thankfully 

attend Holy Mass on All Saints Day to celebrate 

Christ’s triumph over evil.  Have a fun and blessed 

Halloween! 

 

 


