
St. Louise de Marillac School helped to shape me into the person I am today. First of all, my 
faith was transformed into a strong connection with the Lord. Being surrounded by so many 
faith-filled people helped me discover who Jesus Christ is and what his mission is for me. The 
school gave me many opportunities that helped strengthen my faith and sense of community. 
Some examples include retreats, field trips, service hour opportunities, and in-school projects. 

The teachers and staff also added to my experience at St. Louise. Each teacher was willing to 
sit down and talk to me individually to better understand who I am. Each and every day they 
challenged me to help me reach my full potential both spiritually and academically. They 
knew what I was capable of and helped me strive towards the goals I aspired to achieve.  The 
staff members of St. Louise are some of the most faith-filled people I have met in my entire 
life. It was inspiring to see God working through them. I consider them to be role models who 
helped in making me who I am today. 

The memories and friendships I gained during my time at St. Louise were amazing. Each of 
the kids I met accepted me for who I truly am and never made me feel like a lesser person. 
This included not just my class but all students, because part of the overall foundation 
taught at St. Louise is to look at a person for who they are on the inside.  My friends, whom I 
met in kindergarten, are still some of my best friends today. 

St. Louise also set an outstanding academic foundation for my high school career, enabling 
me to achieve many things at Bethel Park High School (BPHS). I was able to take 4 
honors-level classes my freshmen year.  In my sophomore year, I was able to take all honors 
classes, and for my junior year, I was able to add 2 AP classes.  This has led me to become one 
of the top 25 students in my class and a member of the BPHS National Honor Society.  I also 
serve on the board of the National Honor Society, helping plan and keep track of attendance 
in meetings.  

Having run track and cross country at St. Louise, I quickly joined the BPHS team and made 
amazing friends. Thanks in part to a strong background in running that started at St. Louise, I 
have been on the varsity team since my freshman year. I have also received three varsity 
letters from both track and cross country and have been able to compete at the WPIALS 
championship in both sports. This year, in cross country, my team missed the state 
competition by one place, putting us in 4th place for the entire western part of Pennsylvania. 

In addition, I was able to be a part of the BPHS girls’ choir my freshmen and sophomore year, 
which is a class offered by during the day. This year, I am in the Concert Choir, which is a 
co-ed choir, and I was able to audition and get into the top choir at BPHS, which is called Top 
21. During concerts, I have been able to accompany the choirs on the piano, a new challenge 
that I learned to love. My chorus teacher saw my love for accompanying choirs and invited 
me to travel to a Hershey Park competition with the girl’s freshmen choir to play the piano. At 
this competition, I was named “Best Student Accompanist” for the whole competition. It was a 
great honor, especially since I was surrounded by very talented students. 

Last year, I took a journalism class and wrote for the school’s newspaper. At the end of the 
year, my teacher submitted some of my articles into a competition and I received 2 silver and 
2 bronze awards. This experience helped prepare me to write for the St. Louise Herald and I 
have had two articles already published. 

I am now in my fourth year of high school, and people often comment on my character and 
my ability to openly talk to others from every walk of life. The reason I am able to do this is 
through the solid lessons in faith, fellowship, and friendship that I learned at St. Louise de 
Marillac School.  The foundation St. Louise provided has helped me to achieve all of these 
great things and I feel very blessed.
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