
 

    
A parish of the Diocese of Corpus Christi Est. 1932 

Office Hours: (Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM) Closed 12:00-1:30 PM 

Office: 361-664-7551 | Emergencies:  

  

Very Rev. Christopher E. Becerra, Pastor 

Rev. Francis Medanki, HGN, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Julian M. Ortiz, Sr. | Deacon John L. Pierce 

  

Saturday: 5:00 PM (Spanish) 

Sunday: 7:00 AM (Spanish), 9:00 AM (English), 11:00 AM (English), 6:00 PM (English) 

Weekday: 7:00 AM & 12:05 PM Monday-Friday & 7:00 AM Saturday 

First Friday: 7:00 AM and 12:05 PM (Anointing of the Sick after both Masses) 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses: Vigil 6:00 PM 

Day 7:00 AM, 12:05 PM, 6:00 PM 

   

2:30 PM - 4:30 PM Saturday or by appointment 

  

Thursdays 6:00pm | First Saturdays after 7:00am Mass 



Los 7 dolores de la Virgen Maria
La fiesta de Nuestra Señora de los Dolores se celebra el 15 de 

septiembre, al día siguiente de la Exaltación de la Santa Cruz. 

Al pie de la Cruz, donde una espada de dolor atravesó el 

corazón de María, Jesús nos entregó a Su Madre como Madre 

nuestra poco antes de morir. En respuesta a esta demostración 

suprema de Su amor por nosotros, digamos cada día de 

nuestras vidas: "Sí, Ella es mi Madre. Jesús, yo la recibo y Te 

pido que me prestes Tu Corazón para amar a María como Tú 

la amas." 

Como rezar la Corona Dolorosa

Se reza un Padrenuestro y siete Ave Marías por cada dolor de 

la Virgen. Al mismo tiempo le pedimos que nos ayude a 

entender el mal que hemos cometido y nos lleve a un 

verdadero arrepentimiento. Al unir nuestros dolores a los de 

María, tal como Ella unió Sus dolores a los de su Hijo, 

participamos en la redención de nuestros pecados y los del 

mundo entero. 

Oración final

Oh Doloroso e Inmaculado Corazón de María, morada de 

pureza y santidad, cubre mi alma con tu protección maternal a 

fin de que siendo siempre fiel a la voz de Jesús, responda a Su 

amor y obedezca Su divina voluntad. Quiero, Madre mía, 

vivir íntimamente unido a tu Corazón que está totalmente 

unido al Corazón de tu Divino Hijo. Átame a tu Corazón y al 

Corazón de Jesús con tus virtudes y dolores. Protégeme 

siempre. Amén.

Sacramental Preparation for Adults

If you are missing some sacraments or are wanting to pre-
pare to enter into matrimony please call the office to in-
quire about classes.
'Hope is dying' in Syria, nuncio says
Pope Francis’ representative in 
Syria, Cardinal Zenari, has said 
people are losing hope as the 
Syrian civil war continues and 
widespread poverty explodes.
On Saturday September 3, Pope 
Francis met with the nuncio to 
Syria and a group of volunteers, 
he gave a speech in which he thanked the group for the gift of an 
icon of Jesus the Good Samaritan. “The man in the Gospel 
parable, beaten, robbed and left half-dead by the side of the road, 
can serve as another tragic image of Syria, beaten, robbed and 
abandoned for dead on the roadside,” Francis said. Yet Syria has 
not been forgotten or abandoned by Christ, he continued, nor by 
the many “Good Samaritans” — individuals, associations, and 
institutions — which have lent a hand. Cardinal Zenari recalled 
that “some of these Good Samaritans,” as many as a few 
hundred according to the United Nations, were killed while 
working or volunteering in Syria. 

Religious Education 

Classes Begin September 14

9th and 10th grade 7:00pm–8:30pm

Classes begin September 18

1st-8th grade Sundays 10am-11am

High School Youth group 4:30-
5:30pm

Late Registration
Monday to Friday 9-12 and 1:30-4:30pm

1 student $30 |2 students $40 |3 or more $50

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

If you are interested in becoming Catholic and haven't 
received baptism, consider joining the OCIA to receive 
classes to prepare you to receive all sacraments of initia-
tion this coming Easter.  For more information call the 
church office

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022
7:00 am  FOR ALL VICTIMS OF DIESEASE
5:00 pm  †MARIA CONSUELO GARCIA by Juan & Lorene Moreno

†JUAN O GARCIA by Rachel Garcia
†LUIS CAVAZOS by Berta & Homero B Hinojosa
†MARIN PEREZ JR by M/M Ruben Lopez

SUNDAY, SPTEMBER 11, 2022
7:00 am  OPEN MASS
9:00 am †ELFIDA GARZA by Maria Elena Rodriguez

†EMMA SALINAS GARZA by M/M Joe & Elisa Olivares & Sons

†MARGARITA GONZALEZ by M/M Alfredo Mendieta
†SAMUEL CARRENO JR by Fred Carreno & fam
†LESLIE GUERRA by Rebecca Regino

11:00 am †CONCEPCION BERNAL by Joe & Joyce Trevino
†ROY MEDELLIN by Manuela Nunez
†RODRIGO SANCHEZ by parents
†ENEDINA C LOPEZ by Orlando Campos
†LUCILLE M GARZA by Celina & Larry Martinez
†LAWRENCE MARTINEZ SR by Celina & Larry Martinez

†JAIME GARCIA by Dolores Seymour
†JAVIER VARGAS by Katrina Vargas

6:00 pm †CATHERINE BEAR by Celina & Jose A Garcia Jr & family

†RENE VILLANUEVA LOZANO by Veronica Gutierrez

†PETRA ARRIOLA
†AURORA GARCIA by Baldina Gonzalez

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2022
7:00 am  
12:05 pm †ROSARIO I LUNA by Rene Luna & family

†JOSE R IGLESIAS by Olivia Iglesias & family
†JAIME VILLARREAL by Gonzalez family

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022
7:00 am  
12:05 pm †INEZ RIOS SR by Cindy & Tim Guerrero

†GABRIEL GUERRERO by Cindy & Tim Guerrero
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022
7:00 am  
12:05 pm †Deceased family members by Rosie & Manuel Ruiz Sr.

†MARIA PLATINA “PATTY” VILLALOBOS by fam
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 
7:00 am  †BENERO RODRIGUEZ JR by family
12:05 pm OPEN MASS
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022
7:00 am  
12:05 pm †ROEL GUERRA by Mary Guerra & family

†MIKE SALINAS by Linda Hufford
†FERNANDO & SOLEDAD DE PENA by Maria 
Antonia Montemayor
†GABRIEL GUERRERO by Cindy & Tim Guerrero

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2022
7:00 am  
5:00 pm  †ALMA VALADEZ by April Anzaldua

†LILIA VERA by M/M Elias Guerra †
SUNDAY, SPTEMBER 18, 2022
7:00 am  †LORENZO PARRILA SR by Audelia & Pedro Garcia
9:00 am OPEN MASS
11:00 am †BOBBIE ELIZANDO by Saddie I Clark

†JAVIER M ACUNA SR by Grandchildren
†REYNALDO RUIZ by Virginia Chavez
†REUBEN B GARCIA by Belinda & Andrew Garcia
†JOSE MARIA VELA by Georgia Uribe

†GILBERT MORENO PEREZ by Esmeralda Perez
†STEPHANIE ANN RUIZ by Celina & Larry Martinez
†LAWRENCE MARTINEZ III “          “
†LORENZO G FLORES by Eliza C Hughes & family

6:00 pm †XAVIER “HARVEY” LIGUEZ by Christina Genereux

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11, 7:00AM
†EVANGELINO FALCON
†ELIDA GONZALEZ
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 12:05PM
†CYNTHIA CRUZ PERALES
†FIDDIE & HAVA NAJAR
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 9:00AM
†RODRIGO GONZALEZ
†EMMA SAUREZ
†JAMIE VILLARREAL
†AURORA OMEDI GONZALEZ

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2022
†EVA M BARRERA by M/M Joe R Lozano
†JOSE LEANDRO MARTINEZ by M/M Jose L Trevino

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
†NORA G AMADOR by Zelda & Robert Saenz

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 17, 2022
†LITA ESCOBAR by Omar Escobar

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 
†RAFAEL ESCOBAR by Candy & Gogie Saenz

Prayer Intentions

 Pray for nations destroyed by war and violence

 Pray for persecuted Christians

 Pray for the unemployed and underemployed

 Pray for the exiles and homeless

 Pray for the souls in purgatory

Adoration Chapel

You are more than welcomed to our recently renovated 

Adoration Chapel. It is located on the South Side of the 

church (Mary’s Side) through the door that has the key 

pad.  The combination is 2-0-1-8.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Stewardship of Treasure (September 3-4, 2022)

St. Joseph Church

in-person $6,563.00

online giving $929.90

total $7,492.90

St. Peter Mission

total $1,707.10

Thank you for your generosity and support to 
our parish communities.

Online giving: https://osvhub.com/
sjcatholicchurch/funds

Stewardship of Talent & Time

Missionaries of Christ’s Charity

In 2010, I went to Vietnam on a Mission trip after a priest from 

the Diocese, Fr. Hanh talked about the many works that the 

sisters engaged in.  Later that year, a group of us seminarians were 

on a plane headed to Saigon.  We arrived around noon, and were 

greeted by a typical tropical muggy day, like the ones I grew up 

with in Mexico.  Mother Superior, had prepared a great meal for 

us and encouraged us to take the day to rest to be strong for the 

coming days. Even though it was just around 4 pm, the jet-lag had 

gotten to us, and so we ended our day. It was still dark when we 

heard a bell ringing,  it was time for daily morning prayer, it must 

have been before 5am.  We go to the chapel and the sisters remove 

their shoes and we followed suit, we enter and immaculate chapel,  

above the tabernacle a crucifix with their main meditation phrase, 

the words of Jesus on the cross, “I THIRST.” There were no 

pews or chairs, we all sat or knelt on the floor, praying , preparing 

for the day.  Outside the world was already waking up, and we 

after praying and celebrating the Mass 

had a light breakfast and set out to 

work by 7am.  The following days we 

went to the different facilities. One 

day we visited a hospice where they 

took care of abandoned  and homeless 

people who were dying.  Instead of  letting them die alone or in 

the streets, they would treat them and restore their dignity as 

children of God. They would provide them meals, clean them and 

give them clean clothes.  When we were there we washed clothes, 

and helped bathe this elderly person who had a terrible infection 

that had eaten a hole in his back. 

The following days we went to 

several orphanages they run. Some of 

the children have lost their parents, 

others were abandoned or given to the 

care of the sisters instead of being 

aborted.  The sisters take care of their 

needs as well as their education. When we were working at these 

orphanages we would help watching over the children and play 

with the little ones while the sisters would be preparing the 

meals.  Once the children grow 

older, they are taught a skill to be 

able to earn money and become 

independent.  It was incredibly 

moving to see these children, 

who were abandoned, be able to 

smile, to feel loved. For the young mothers who decided to keep 

their children, the sisters provided free daycare while the 

mothers worked, and since most of 

them were kicked out of their 

homes, the sisters would also house 

them.  This is how these sisters give 

witness to the Gospel in a 

communist country.  Even in our 

stay with them, we saw how the authorities harass and try to 

extort the sisters, but Mother Superior doesn't fear them, she 

has been in prison before for transporting bibles when there 

was a greater persecution.  While this order was intended to be 

the same as St. Teresa of Calcutta’s, the saint suggested to 

Mother Superior to found this new congregation to go around 

the restrictions the communist government had set against 

foreign religious organizations. 

In Corpus Christi, the Missionaries of Christ’s Charity have a 

house, maybe some of you have met some of them at Diocesan 

Masses at the Cathedral, or even at the hospital where some are 

working as nurses.  It was a great joy for me when they came to 

Corpus Christi, as I saw some of the sisters that I met back in 

2010, whom I assumed I would never see again.  Their efforts 

are supported by the work they do as teachers and nurses, and 

of course donation, some of which come from the States, one of 

my priests Fr. Khoi Tran picks up a collection on their behalf 

and sends it to them, for years I have been wanting to do the 

same in a larger way.  If you feel inclined to support this 

congregation you can make a donation to the church with the 

memo: Missionaries of Christ’s Charity and when we’ve 

collected a good amount to send I will post a follow up. So 

please help me in helping this group of missionaries working 

diligently to restore dignity to the marginalized.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://osvhub.com/sjcatholicchurch/funds
https://osvhub.com/sjcatholicchurch/funds


Confession, the gift of God’s Mercy

Perhaps no sacrament has evolved  over the centuries like the sacrament of Penance. And canonically it still is the sacrament of
“Penance.” The official publication of the Catholic Church for the instruction of ministers confecting the sacrament is entit led
“Ordo Paenitentiae,” i.e., the Order of Penance. The modern term “Reconciliation” is a mid-twentieth century application that 
ordinarily connotes equality between offending parties.
Spouses and siblings reconcile after falling out. Political opponents reconcile after an election in the interest of public service. 
Labor and management reconcile about working conditions. Sinners do not reconcile with God in this sense. God indeed 
chooses to reconcile with penitents but they can only respond hat-in-hand to him, fully acknowledging their sinful guilt and 
fully aware of God’s condescending excellence. There can be no hint of negotiation, arbitration or compromise when the 
sacrament of penance is administered. An honest admission of a penitent’s offences and God’s mercy is essential to the 
effective celebration of the sacrament.
The manner of “going to confession” has clearly developed since Jesus uttered his instituting words on Easter Sunday night: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” No Act of 
Contrition was recorded. No specifications for a “reconciliation room” were delineated. No appropriate penances were 
suggested. But the early Church did appreciate the place that a penitential spirit would play in authentic Christianity. In fact, 
St. Luke summarizes the whole Gospel message by proclaiming that “repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” Formal, private penance rites were rare in the early 
Church. For disciplinary reasons, three sins – murder, adultery and idolatry – were not forgiven in the ancient Church. The 
sinner had to trust in the mercy of God to effect any forgiveness. Thanks to the consideration of Pope Cornelius, whose feast
day is on September 16, in the 4th century, idolaters were gradually re-admitted to church life and the sacrament of penance 
more and more blended judgment with compassion.
When Europe had settled down after several barbarian invasions, missionaries from Britain and Ireland re-evangelized the 
continent bringing their uniquely personal form of individual confession to the mainland. Books in which punishments were 
matched with crimes – penances with sins – were introduced so that the often poorly educated clergy could properly 
administer the sacrament. Standing in the shadow of a cathedral pillar or in the back of a parish church, a priest would render 
judgment on the penitent’s admission of guilt and firm purpose of amendment. It was St. Charles Borromeo, the Cardinal-
archbishop of Milan, who would introduce in the mid-1500s the confessional box almost universally recognized throughout the 
Catholic Church until the middle of the last century. The introduction of the Reconciliation Room in many and perhaps most 
American Catholic churches over the last fifty years greatly abetted the shift away from the admission of guilt on the part of 
the penitent and the judgment of guilt on the part of the priest (both essential to the sacrament) toward an atmosphere of 
dialogue and discussion more appropriate to the rectory office than the sacramental chamber.
An effective, i.e., valid celebration of the sacrament of Penance has two requirements: contrition on the part of the penitent 
and judgment on the part of the priest. The penitent’s contrition entails a frank and honest admission of sin as an offense 
against God and a frank and honest resolution to avoid such sin in the future. The priest’s judgment demands that there be 
offenses serious enough to forgive and that protestations of amendment are sincere. Once these two requirements are met, 
absolution is rendered by the priest and enjoyed by the penitent. Absolution is the totally free gift of God’s saving grace 
healing a sinner from all past offenses, made available through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and conferred 
through the ministry of the Church. Absolution is entirely a result of God’s mercy, not man’s compunction. Even the proper 
dispositions for receiving absolution would not be present in the penitent had God not already entered his or her heart. In this
sense, God is not one party to reconciliation but the source, stimulus and sealer of reconciliation. Divine forgiveness is a gift; it 
is never the product of negotiation. Freely bestowed, it is the source of true joy.
Take time to come to the sacrament of confession. Prepare accordingly, if necessary write down your sins and be honest with 
your confession, since being open with our shortcomings will help us confront them with the help of God.  As usual, 
confession is not to complain about your neighbor or to boast of the good things you do, God knows those already, focus on 
what you need to ask mercy and forgiveness.

• Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 

• Psalm 51

• 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

• Luke 15:1-32 

God rejoices when sinners return to Him, to the 

point that he runs and embraces them (Luke).  

His mercy can transform us from arrogant 

unrepentant sinners (1 Timothy) or even 

idolaters (Exodus) into his beloved children.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



DID YOU KNOW?

Sweet Basil and the Cross

Empress St. 

Helena 

discovered 

the Cross in 

326 A.D. in 

the place 

where Jesus 

had been crucified. At that same place was 

the flowering basil plant, which she named 

“Vasiliko”, meaning “of the King.” This is 

what ties basil to the Elevation of the Cross, 

the holiday we celebrate on September 14. 

close. 

The story also goes that when Saint Helena 

looked under the basil, there were two other 

crosses as well. Those crosses were used in 

the crucifixion of the two thieves on either 

side of Christ. The Empress needed to figure 

out which cross was the true Cross of 

Christ. In order to do this, a sick woman 

was brought to kiss each of the three crosses. 

When she kissed the True Cross, she was 

made well immediately.

A favorite recipe of mine for this feast and 

to beat the summer heat:

Basil Lemonade

• 8 lemons (juiced) and some for garnish

• 1 cup of basil leaves, a bit for garnish

• Sweetener of your choice to your taste

• 3 cups of water 

• ice

Simply place the 

all ingredients in 

a blender, and 

blend until 

smooth. Chill 

and enjoy! 

September 15
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