
    
A parish of the Diocese of Corpus Christi Est. 1932 

Office Hours: (Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM) Closed 12:00-1:30 PM 

Office: 361-664-7551 | Email: info@sjcatholicchurch.org | Fax: (361)-664- 

  

Very Rev. Christopher E. Becerra, Pastor 
Rev. Francis Medanki, HGN, Parochial Vicar 

Deacon Julian M. Ortiz, Sr. | Deacon John L. Pierce 
 

  

Saturday: 4:00 PM (St. Peter, Ben Bolt) | 5:00 PM (Spanish) 
Sunday: 7:00 AM (Spanish) | 8:00 AM (St. Peter, Ben Bolt)  | 9:00 AM | 11:00 AM | 6:00 PM 

: 7:00 AM & 12:05 PM Monday-Friday & 7:00 AM Saturday 
 : 7:00 AM and 12:05 PM (Anointing of the Sick after both Masses) 

     
Vigil 6:00 PM 

Day 7:00 AM | 12:05 PM | 6:00 PM 

   

Thursdays 6:00-7:00PM | Saturday 2:30-4:30PM | or by appointment 

  

Thursdays 6:00pm | First Saturdays after 7:00am Mass 

  

Second Tuesday of the month 7:00pm 



When does Christmas actually end?

How many days is Christmas? When should you final-

ly take those lights off the porch or remove the tree? 

Read on for some of the arguments for and against 

commonly agreed-upon end dates for Christmas.

Christmas is one day

This, of course, is the simplest answer. Christmas is 

typically celebrated on Dec. 25 for most of the world, 

and on Jan. 7 for Churches using the Julian calendar, 

and on Jan. 6 for yet another, considerably smaller, part 

of the world. On this day, the liturgy celebrated is the 

feast of the Nativity of Our Lord. Priests wear white 

vestments on Christmas, which is different from the 

violet they wear during Advent.

Christmas is eight days

There’s also an argument to be made that Christmas is 

eight days long. The Church regards Christmas as 

an octave, or eight-day celebration. The octave of 

Christmas begins on the feast of the Nativity of Our 

Lord and concludes on the solemnity of Mary, Mother 

of God, on Jan. 1.

During the eight days of Christmas, clergy wear white, 

except during St. Stephen’s feast day and the feast of 

the Holy Innocents, when they wear red.

Christmas is 12 days

We’ve all heard the Christmas carol “Twelve Days of 

Christmas.” While it’s unclear as to why someone 

would give someone 23 separate birds, a pear tree, and 

the services of 50 people over a 12-day period, there ac-

tually is a liturgical precedent for claiming that Christ-

mas is 12 days long.

Twelve days after Christmas is the feast of the Epipha-

ny. This day marks when the magi encountered Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph, and gave Jesus the gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.

In the Latin rite of the Catholic Church, Epiphany cel-

ebrates the revelation that Jesus was the Son of God. It

focuses primarily on this revelation to the Three Wise 

Men, but also in his baptism in the Jordan River and at 

the wedding at Cana. In the Eastern rites of the Catho-

lic Church, Theophany — as Epiphany is known in the 

East — commemorates the manifestation of Jesus’ di-

vinity at his baptism in the River Jordan.

But here’s where it gets a little confusing. While the 

traditional date for the feast is Jan. 6, in the United 

States the celebration of Epiphany is moved to the sec-

ond Sunday after Christmas in the novus ordo. In 2023, 

American Catholics will celebrate Epiphany on Jan. 8!

During the 12 days of Christmas, clergy wear white, 

except during St. Stephen’s feast day and the feast of 

the Holy Innocents, when they wear red.

Christmas ends on Candlemas

Candlemas, or the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 

is Feb. 2. On this day, many Catholics bring candles to 

the church to be blessed. They can then light these can-

dles at home during prayer or difficult times as a sym-

bol of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.

Candlemas is the last day that the Alma Redemptoris 

Mater is the Marian antiphon appended to hours of the 

Divine Office. The Alma Redemptoris Mater is used 

from the beginning of Advent through Feb. 2, and so 

Candlemas has come to be associated with the close of 

the Christmas season.

Candlemas is still observed with public, Christmas-

esque celebrations throughout the world, including in 

Peru, Puerto Rico, France, and Belgium. This is also the 

reason why after the rosca de Reyes on Epiphany the 

tamales are eaten on February 2, Candlemas, to mark 

the end of the Christmas season.

Safe Environment Class

January 18,2023 at 5:30pm

If you are in a ministry in the 

church, you are required to at-

tend this class. Make sure to get 

there early doors close promptly 

at 5:30pm

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

This week the list of intentions could not be printed as I couldn’t come into the office due to sickness.  We will however continue to 

offer their names during the Masses, 

Fr. Chris 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Stewardship of Treasure (December 24-25 & Dec 31– Jan 1)

St. Joseph Church

in-person $8,313.00 

online giving $1,048.00 

total $9,361.00

St. Peter Mission

total $3,023.49 

Thank you for your generosity and support to 
our parish communities.

Online giving: https://osvhub.com/
sjcatholicchurch/funds

Stewardship of Talent & Time

Gratefulness at the manifestation of God’s love

As our celebration of Christmas continues, today we observe the 

great feast of The Epiphany of the Lord. The word “epiphany” 

comes from Greek and means manifestation or appearance. 

The stewardship way of life is one in which we live in grateful 

response to God’s countless manifestations in our lives.

And, as Christian stewards we are all called to manifest God’s 

love to each other in the sharing of our gifts. St. Paul describes this 

beautifully in our second reading in his letter to the Ephesians, 

saying, “You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that 

was given to me for your benefit.” We have all been given unique 

and wonderful gifts from our good and generous God. He wants 

us to share these gifts to benefit others and so to give Him glory.

Our Gospel passage, from Matthew, also has much to teach us 

about stewardship — through the actions of the magi. These three 

kings from ancient days display many aspects 

of stewardship spirituality which we can apply as modern-

day stewards right now.

First, we observe that their overriding priority is on honoring the 

long-awaited King. The magi travel a great distance in search of 

him. Upon arrival in Jerusalem they immediately begin to ask 

others where this King may be found, unashamedly declaring that 

they “have come to do him homage.” Is honor and worship of 

God our highest priority? Do we order our lives so that Sunday 

Mass is the most important act of the week for ourselves and our 

families no matter what else is going on?

Second, we observe that the magi, as good stewards, 

were watching for manifestations of God’s presence in their lives. 

“We have seen the star at its rising,” they say. Good stewards are 

keenly aware of the “star” of God’s presence and His gifts in their 

lives. It is this awareness that fills them with gratitude and the 

desire to both worship God and share His gifts with others.

Third, we observe in the magi that a stewardship journey is not 

without its difficulties, its twists and turns. Herod tried to take 

advantage of their goodness, feigning a desire to join them in 

worshipping the newborn Jesus, in order to hide his deadly 

intentions. Yet God protected and guided them along their 

way, and through their cooperation with God’s plan, He 

accomplished great things through them.

Fourth, we observe that the magi, upon seeing the 

manifestation of God’s presence in their lives, “were 

overjoyed.” Good stewards, who live with the awareness of 

God’s presence and gifts to them, simply can’t help but be filled 

with joy — not necessarily the fleeting and superficial kind of 

joy that the world promises if we just obtain enough wealth or 

power or comfort — but rather, the deep, unalterable joy that 

only God can give.

Finally, we observe that the magi were so filled with awe upon 

encountering the newborn Jesus, that they prostrated 

themselves before him. To prostrate oneself is to make a total 

offering of oneself in humility, recognizing the greatness of the 

One before them; it is an act of worship. And as a further act of 

worship, they “opened their treasures and offered him gifts.” 

This is precisely why good stewards generously share their 

material gifts — as a loving act of worship to an extravagantly 

loving God.

Let us rejoice in God’s manifestations in our lives and be 

watchful for the new ways He is calling us to share ourselves 

and our gifts in gratitude to our King in the year ahead. 

St. Joseph Church

in-person $8,778.00 

online giving $1,023.90

total $9,801.90

St. Peter Mission

total $1,136.10 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://osvhub.com/sjcatholicchurch/funds
https://osvhub.com/sjcatholicchurch/funds


• Isaiah 60:1-6

• Psalm 72

• Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

• Matthew 2:1-12 

Rise up in Splendor Jerusalem, the light of God’s glory 

is shining for the world to see (Isaiah).  Even the 

gentiles will see the light and come and adore Him 

(Ephesians, Psalm).  The Magi serve as the 

representatives of the gentiles. (Matthew).

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



September 15

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=53180122
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=53180222
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UNITED HOME CARE 
WE LOVE OUR PATIENTS 

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=53180422
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=53180322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=53180307
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=53180519

