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IN THE DESERT 
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, and then the 
devil tested him. Moses and the Israelites had been in the desert for 
forty years before being led to the land of milk and honey. There were 
times when they called out to God, sure that, as Saint Paul wrote to the 
Romans, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
We sometimes spend time in the desert as well. Not a literal desert 
most of the time, but a desert in which it seems difficult to perceive 
God’s presence, times when we face difficulty and are tempted to leave 
God’s ways behind. On this First Sunday of Lent, Jesus shows us what 
to do in these moments: stand firm and trust in God. 

© J. S. Paluch Co.  
 

 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
This line from the Old Testament offers two 
challenges. First, do you give to God from your “first 
fruits” - the first and best that you have to offer, or 
do you give from what you have leftover? Second, do 
you realize that everything you have and that 
everything you are has been given to you by God? 
Ask God for a grateful and generous heart, every day, 
in all circumstances.   
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION (2/27):   $3,624.00   
ONLINE GIVING (2/27): $1,528.58 
WEEKLY AMOUNT NEEDED: $6,125.00 
OVER/UNDER:                        —$   972.42 
# OF ENVELOPES & ONLINE:   102 (of 377)   

 
2022 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

One in Hope, One in Mission 
 

The Annual Bishop’s Appeal is now 
the Annual Diocesan Appeal with a 
new theme:  One in Hope, One in 
Mission. This new name will help us 
focus on the good work of our 
diocesan community, centered in the 
hope and mission of Jesus Christ. The 
causes the Appeal supports remain the same: to provide resources 
for Catholic Charities efforts within our diocese and to strengthen 
the faith of all parishioners through our many diocesan 
ministries. This weekend every member of St. Joseph Parish is 
called upon to support the work of our Lord Jesus made possible 
through the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Please make your sacrificial 
commitment to the 2022 Diocesan Appeal using the pew 
envelopes or mailing. Bishop Bonnar is counting on the support of 
every parish family to meet our parish goal of $35,600.00. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Sun. 9 a.m. Mass ............ Wayne Marik and 
                                         Victoria Toothman 
Mon.  No Liturgy 
Tues.  8 a.m. Mass ............ Conversion of the Heart  
                                            of the World 
Wed. 8 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose 
Thur.  8 a.m. Mass ............ Louise Kaluba 
Fri. 8 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose 
Sat. 5 p.m. Mass ............ Suzy Hafemeister and 
                                      Rudy Wojtecki 
Sun. 9 a.m. Mass ............ Bert O’Donnell and 
                                  Joan Kudravy 
 

SINCERE SYMPATHY  
We extend our sympathy to the 
family and friends Lenore 
Kennedy, mother of Jeff (Jane) 
Kennedy, who passed away 
February 23. We also remember in 
our prayers the family and friends 
of Einar Kropp, father of Jeanne Kropp and 
Mary Ann Zane, who passed away on February 
24, at the age of 107. May these families find 
comfort and healing, knowing that their loved 
ones now live forever with our Lord.  
 

CHARACTER 
A simple judge of my character is how I treat a 
person who can do absolutely nothing for me.   

—Anonymous 

Mon:  Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Ps 19:8-10,15; Mt 25:31-46 
Tues:  Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15 
Wed:  Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; 
  Lk 11:29-32 
Thur:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; 
  Mt 7:7-12 
Fri:  Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26 
Sat:  Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2,4-5,7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
To Prepare For Next Weekend’s Mass . . .  
Sun:  Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; 
  Phil 3:17-4:1 [3:20-4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS 

Visit us on the web at www.stjosephmantua.com 

FEBRUARY TOTALS 
Collections:   $24,297.92 
Donators:   416 
Budget Amt:  $24,500.00 
+/—:           —$     202.08 

First Sunday of Lent 
Grant, almighty God, 
through the yearly observances of holy Lent, 
that we may grow in understanding 
of the riches hidden in Christ 
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
What Lenten observances do I intend to keep 
this year?  
 

Collect text from the English translation of  
The Roman Missal, © 2010, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corp.  
All rights reserved. © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

 PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

Cecelia Woicehovich Austin Palya Kevin Murphy  
Loretta Brugmann Kathy Paroff Vivian Chen 
David Turk Kathy Wood Ronald Jeglie  
Charlene Cermak Tim Lohr Jan Riffle 
Elizabeth Render Phil Conti Toni (Kotkowski) Jones 
Ron Nader  Bruce Corey Larry K. Osborne  
 
We pray for those that are sick or are in need of healing whether it be 
physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually. Please call the Parish 
Office at 330-274-2253 with your prayer intentions (person must give 
permission). We also ask that you let us know when that person’s 
name should be taken off the list. 



 

Face it, the last couple of years have worn us all down. Sometimes we don't 
know how to pray, or we don't seem to find the words we want. It is easy to 
falter and waver. Lent is a time to get back to the basics. There is much hope 
and strength in our readings as we begin our Lenten journey. The letter to the 
Romans tells us today that "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved," and this is an idea we hear throughout the scriptures. Psalm 91 shows 
us exactly how to cry for help, "Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble." In 
Deuteronomy, Moses teaches the people to bring their first fruit offerings to 
God, and put their faith and trust in God, and Jesus teaches us in today's 
Gospel that we find our life in the word of God.    

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

FAMILY LIFE 
In his goodness, God not 
o n l y  g i v e s  u s  t h e 
Sacraments of Baptism, 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  H o l y 
Eucharist, and Confirmation 
to encounter the true light 
to confront the darkness of 
this world; He also gives us 
our family. As human beings 
we have many choices. We 
do not choose our family; 
God in his infinite wisdom 
chooses our family for us. It 

is His gift. And yet, none of us comes from a “perfect 
family.” Amid the hurt and scars that are part of every 
family, God’s fingerprints are imprinted on every family. 
Even with all the imperfections, it is no fluke that anyone of 
us are in the family we are in. 
 

The family is usually the sacred place where we are 
introduced to Jesus, the light of the world. Our parents 
bring us to the baptismal font to be baptized and formed in 
faith. The family is “the first Church,” a classroom and a 
place of love and acceptance. The family can also be a safe 
haven that provides a light in the darkness. The pandemic 
has made us appreciate the beautiful gift of our family. 
While the work of the Church continued through the 
pandemic thanks to the efforts of parish staffs and 
volunteers, the home became the place of worship through 
virtual reality. As we anticipate a post-pandemic time, we 
need to behold our family. At the same time, we need to 
rely upon our faith and do everything we can to reconnect 
with our faith community. Family and faith are foundational 
keys to free us from the darkness of this time and bring us 
into the light. 
 

—excerpt from Bishop David Bonnar’s  
Pastoral Letter “Testify to the Light”  

https://doy.org/testify-to-the-light/ 

THE PILLARS OF LENT 
As we begin our Lenten journey, reflect 
on how your prayers, fasting and 
almsgiving can guide you. As Pope 
Francis explains, these are “elements 
which, when lived sincerely, can 
transform life and provide a sure 
foundation for dignity and fraternity.” 
How can practicing the Lenten pillars 
transform your life and the lives of our 
sisters and brothers around the world?  
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

 
PRAYER TO BEGIN CRS RICE BOWL 

Lord Jesus, you call us to a conversion 
of heart during Lent, and you give us 
the tools to do this through prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving.  

When we pray, help us remember the 
needs of our sisters and brothers.  

When we fast, help us offer our 
sacrifice in union with you.  

When we give, help us recognize our 
gifts are from you so that we are 
generous with others. 

May our Lenten journey with CRS 
Rice Bowl enable us to follow you 
more faithfully and love our 
neighbor more fully.  

Guide us throughout these 40 days so 
that we may be joined more closely 
to you when we arrive at the joyful 
celebration of Easter. 

Amen 



First Sunday of Lent

An Answer to Our Cry
Merciful God,
you are always near
to those who call upon you.
You heard the cry of your chosen people
and led them out of Egpyt.
You hear our cry when we are in trouble
and lead us away from temptation.
Fill us with your Spirit
and bring us closer to your Son, Jesus,
finding mercy, forgiveness,
and fullness of life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, March 6, 2022
Trusting in God

Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 26:4–10; Psalm 91:1–2, 
10–11, 12–13, 4–15; Romans 10:8–13; Luke 4:1–13. Each 
year on the First Sunday of Lent, we hear the account of 
Jesus spending forty days in the desert. From the Gospel we 
learn that our Lord didn’t just wander into this desolate land 
but was led by the Spirit. Jesus trusted that the Spirit would 
help him through the difficult time ahead. 

After long days and nights of fasting in the desert, 
Jesus was hungry when the devil appeared. The devil chal-
lenged Jesus to turn stones into bread, to worship him, and 
to test God’s loving care. At every turn, Jesus knew the 
Spirit was within him, and that his Father was close. 

Confident that he would receive strength to sustain him, he 
did not yield to temptation.

In the first reading, we hear the prayer that the Israelite 
said while offering the firstfruits of the harvest. This prayer 
told of trust in God, who heard the cry of the afflicted, 
brought the Israelites out of Egypt, and led his people to a 
land of milk and honey. During Lent, we learn again to 
place our trust in God, for as St. Paul says in the second 
reading, “Everyone who calls upon the Lord will be saved.” 
When we cry out in distress, as our ancestors did, we will 
be heard. With such knowledge, we pray with the psalmist, 
“Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.”



© 2022 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Catherine Johnson and Mary Kay Kelley, ssj. 
Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, March 7
Whatever You Did for the Least
Catholic social teaching is grounded in the parable of the 
sheep and goats we hear in today’s Gospel. When Jesus 
comes in his glory, he will gather those who have fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, visited the imprisoned, and given 
drink to the thirsty. Do something this week that benefits 
those who are poor, hungry, or forgotten. Make sandwiches, 
donate to a food pantry, or schedule a time to serve a meal at 
a local dining hall that tends to those less fortunate. Today’s 
readings: Leviticus 19:1–2, 11–18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 
Matthew 25:31–46. 

Tuesday, March 8
Word and Will
When Jesus teaches his disciples how to pray, he draws par-
allels to how we are to live. When we do the will of God in 
heaven, glory is given to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the Word made flesh. Every time the Our Father is 
prayed, we ask that God’s will be done just as it is done in 
heaven. How can you help ensure that God’s will is done on 
earth today? Today’s readings: Isaiah 55:10–11; Psalm 
34:4–5. 6–7, 16–17, 18–19; Matthew 6:7–15.

Wednesday, March 9
Forgive Us Our Sins
In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of an “evil generation.” Our 
generation is another among many that could be labeled the 
same. Racism, sexism, and ageism lead to injustice. Life is 
not valued from conception to natural death. Pray to the God 
of all goodness and compassion, and ask that our collective 
offenses be washed clean, that we repent of our societal sins, 
and that we begin to create a new world and live with humble 
and contrite hearts. Today’s readings: Jonah 3:1–10; Psalm 
51:3–4, 12–13, 18–19; Luke 11:29–32.

Thursday, March 10
Be Attentive
In the reading from Esther, the anguished queen cries out to 
the Lord to save her from enemies. The psalmist responds 
confidently in the Lord, proclaiming, “Lord, on the day I 
called for help, you answered me.” Daily, we hear pleas for 
help at home, work, and even during recreation. When tired 
or preoccupied, it is easy to tune out these cries for assis-
tance. Be attentive to those who need help, knowing that your 
behavior is imitating the goodness of God. Today’s readings: 
Esther C:12, 14–16, 23–25; Psalm 138:1–2ab, 2cde–3, 7c–8; 
Matthew 7:7–12.

Friday, March 11
Reconciliation
Jesus, in today’s Gospel, tells his disciples that more is neces-
sary than obedience to the commandments. The Lord 
expects us not only to refrain from harming another but to 
seek reconciliation when a relationship has fractured. After 
making peace with another, our worship to God can be 
authentic. Take time to examine your relationships and write 
a letter to someone to whom you need to apologize. Today’s 
readings: Ezekiel 18:21–28; Psalm 130:1–2, 3–4, 5–7a, 
7bc–8; Matthew 5:20–26.

Saturday, March 12 
Blessed Are They
The responsorial psalm proclaims, “Blessed are they who 
follow the law of the Lord.” The command that Jesus gives 
his followers is to love those who persecute them. Jesus 
instructs that even the pagans and the tax collectors love 
those who love them. God lets the sun rise on the good and 
the bad. Christians, who are called to “be perfect, just as 
your heavenly Father is perfect,” are to love when it is diffi-
cult. Today’s readings: Deuteronomy 26:16–19; Psalm 
119:1–2; 4–5, 7–8; Matthew 5:43–48.



VIRTUAL REVERSE RAFFLE 
St. Ambrose Church’s Reverse Raffle Committee invites you to their St 
Patrick's Virtual Reverse Raffle on Saturday, March 19, at 6 p.m. Watch 
live at https://www.facebook.com/StAmbroseCatholicChurch as 
numbers are pulled. Only 100 tickets will be sold with 1 time buy 
backs available. Tickets are $50 each with buy backs available for an 
additional $20. Gift baskets given away for every 20th number pulled. 
Grand prize for the final number is $1000. Winner need not be 
present. Tickets available to purchase after Mass at St. Ambrose or by 
calling Marlene Szabaga 330-858-0458, Jackie Rinearson 216-392-1016 
or Jen Barcikoski 440-635-6967. 
 
GIFTS OF JERUSALEM 
There will be a Narthex display of handmade articles for sale the 
weekend of March 19/20 which includes nativity scenes, crucifixes, 
rosaries, and many other beautiful religious items. Because of conflict 
in the region, many Christian families in Bethlehem are struggling to 
make ends meet. Holy Land Gifts represents over 150 Christian 
families who make a living by selling traditional olive wood handcrafts 
and religious articles. When you purchase one of these beautiful gifts, 
you are helping artisans in the Holy Land provide for their families 
who live and work with dignity in the region fraught with tension. 
Visit http://www.giftsofjerusalem.com/ to learn more. 

FREE CLOTHING GIVEAWAYS RETURN! 
St. Joseph Cares will be 
holding a Free Clothing 
Giveaway for the greater 
Crestwood area four times this 
year. A collaborative effort of 
area churches providing free 
clothing to families in need, 
the events will be held from 9 

a.m. to Noon in an upstairs classroom.  
You do not need to be a resident, there is no 
limit, no questions asked. 2022 Giveaways 
are Mar. 12, Jun. 4, Oct. 8, and Dec. 10.  
 

Donations of clean, wearable condition 
clothing for all ages are welcome on 
Clothing Drive Weekends before and after 
Mass. Held two weekends prior to the 
giveaway weekends, 2022 Clothing Drives 
will be Feb. 26/27 & Mar. 5/6, May 21/22 & 
28/29, Sept. 24/25 & Oct. 1/2, and Nov. 
26/27 & Dec. 3/4. Please have all clothes 
folded and bagged. Accessories items (shoes, 
belts, purses, etc.) and bedding will also be 
accepted (no pillows or furniture). Place in 
the All-Purpose Room. All clothes will be 
removed that weekend. For more info. or to 
volunteer, please contact Lynn Kelley (330-
990-8912 or lynnkelley3@gmail.com). 
 
MARRIAGE PREP. FORMATION  
Marriage Preparation Engaged Couple 
Retreat, One-Day Retreat for Engaged 
Couples held at St. Columba Cathedral Hall, 
144 W. Wood St., Youngstown (unless noted 
otherwise) on the following Saturdays, 9 to 4 
p.m., $80 per couple: April 9, April 30, June 
4, Regina Coeli Parish (663 Fernwood Blvd., 
Alliance), August 20, October 22, November 
19. Brochures or on-line registration may be 
found on the diocesan website: www.doy.org 
(click the “Ministries” tab and click on “Pro-
Life, Marriage & Family Life”), or contact 
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or 330-
744-8451 ext. 272.  
 
WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL RENEWAL WEEKEND 
All women 18 years and older are invited to 
attend the St. Ambrose & St. Joseph 
Women’s Spiritual Renewal Weekend, April 
23-24, at Camp Asbury (10776 Asbury Rd., 
Hiram). Themed “Let Me Tell You ‘Bout My 
Jesus”, the weekend begins with 7:30 a.m. 
check-in on Saturday and ends by 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. This is a free, two-day gathering of 
adult Christian women (Catholic & non-
Catholic) coming together in faith to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus Christ and 
other Christian women. Take some time for 
yourself, come enjoy fellowship, laughs, and 
much more! Brochures with a registration 
form are available in the Narthex or through 
the link on our website (https://
stjosephmantua.com/womens-spiritual-
renewal). Space is limited so please register 
early. Questions? Please contact Audrey 
McGinnis (330-285-3457). 

CRS RICE BOWL CAMPAIGN BEGINS 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Rice Bowl campaign 
begins this Sunday and continues throughout 
Lent. Be sure to pick up your Rice Bowl in the 
Narthex after Mass (they are returned at the Holy 
Thursday Mass during the offertory). We encourage 

everyone to participate in this worthwhile program.  For more info. 
and activities, check out https://www.crsricebowl.org/. 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
In a recent message from Bishop Bonnar he invited Catholics to lift 
up “our own sufferings and pains, sorrows and sadness” in prayer 
as a “sacrifice for the people of the Ukraine.” To view his message 
and donate to the cause, please visit https://doy.org/Ukraine/. 
 

DONUT SUNDAY & PARENT TALK  
During PSR on Sunday, March 13, we will be having our next Donut 
Sunday & Parent Talk. Join us in Hughes Hall at 9:45 a.m. for donuts 
and coffee. Then stay for the session focusing on “Why Jesus 
Matters” that will be relevant to parents and families. All interested 
parishioners are welcome. 
 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT - March 26, 1-6 p.m.  
 

PSR FAMILY MASS - March 27, 9 a.m. (no classes) 

QUESTIONS?  Please contact Peg Haney  
(330-274-2268 or phaney@stjosephmantua.com) 

or the Parish Office (330-274-2253) 

PARISH FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 
Plan to attend our Parish Feast Day 
Celebration on Saturday, March 19! Plans 
are underway for a Pot Luck Dinner in 
Hughes Hall following the 5 p.m. Mass. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex with how 
many from your family will attend and what 
dish you’d like to bring to share (look for 
various categories). The parish is providing 
fried chicken, beverages, and place settings. 
Come join the celebration! 



• LeafGuard® 

is guaranteed never

to clog or we’ll clean

it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,

pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to

clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a

flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 216-367-5748 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate

& free gutter inspection! 

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-
home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household.
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID,
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within
the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be
extended, transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions
(https://www.darden.com/gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to
the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at
consultation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer
not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Offer ends 3/31/2022.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

COMPETITIVE RATES

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE

AUTO - HOME - FARM - BUSINESS - LIFE

(330) 527-5626
10878 NORTH STREET (800) 589-2818
GARRETTSVILLE, OH 44231 WWW.RYSERINSURANCE.COM

MANTUA STATION
DRUG CO.

“For All Your Health Care Needs”

330-274-2209
10870 Main St.

Mantua
910078 St Joseph Church www.jspaluch.com                                                      For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

4680 Prospect Street
Mantua

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
TILL 2PM

330-274-0700

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

330-527-2020

8106 Main St.

Garrettsville

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

• Washed Sand & Gravel
• Road & Driveway Gravel
• Boulders
• Limestone
• Fill Dirt

330-274-2569
3498 Frost Rd.
Mantua 44255

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Mike’s Electric Company
For All of Your Electrical Needs
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Michael Viggiani V.P.
330-274-2201

themikeselectric@gmail.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂



 We have a responsibility to take the gifts distributed to us and use them 
entirely at the service of others to “build up” the Body of Christ. Like Christ 
we are to be people who bring unity and love. Our lives rooted in Christ must 
also reflect our response to the Spirit. What is the Spirit asking of you?  
In what way does the Spirit want you to share your gifts with this local 
Church and the world? How can you “build up” the Body of Christ and bring 
forth light from darkness?     —excerpt from Bishop Bonnar’s Pastoral Letter “Testify to the Light”  
 

   Ash Wednesday, March 2  
 8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose / 7:00 p.m. Mass @ St. Joe’s   

        (Rice Bowl Collection begins) 

 
Fridays of Lent (March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8) 

Stations of the Cross ~ 3 p.m. @ St. Joe’s 

Eucharistic Adoration ~ 7 to 9 p.m.  
March 4 & April 4 @ St. Joe’s  

Eat, Pray, Give Fridays @ St. Ambrose 
Begin at 6 p.m. with a free, meatless meal in the 
hall. Then at 7 p.m., Stations of the Cross or 
Divine Mercy Chaplet are held in the church. 
Donations for charity of the week appreciated.  

 

3/4 ---- Stations of the Cross 4/1 ----- Stations of the Cross 
3/11 ---- Divine Mercy Chaplet 4/8 ---- Divine Mercy Chaplet 
3/18 --- Stations of the Cross 4/15 ---- Stations of the Cross, 3 p.m.   
3/25 -- Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

Lenten Bible Study 
Tuesdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5   
10 to 11 a.m. in St. Joe’s Parish Center  
Come join us this Lent as we study the book of 
Proverbs:  Wisdom for Living. facilitated by 
Michalene “Mickee” Murphy. The fee is $8.00 for 
the book. Please wear masks. To register, please 
contact the Parish Office (330-274-2253 or 
ktrares@stjosephmantua.com) by Feb. 27. 

 
Reconciliation Opportunities 

Monday, March 28, 7 p.m. & Wednesday, March 30, 8:30 a.m. @ St. Ambrose 

Monday, April 4, 7 p.m. & Tuesday, April 5, 8:30 a.m. @ St. Joe’s 

Portage Deanery Communal Penance Services  
 Thursday, March 31, 7 p.m. @ St. Joan of Arc Church, Streetsboro 
 Thursday, April 7, 7 p.m. @ Immaculate Conception Church, Ravenna 

 
K of C Council #11801 Easter Egg Hunt & JOURNEY Pancake Breakfast  
Saturday, April 9, 9 to 11 a.m. @ St. Ambrose 
Free Easter Egg Hunt (all ages) followed immediately by Pancake Breakfast 

 
~ Please watch future bulletins for more details on all Lenten events ~ 

Rosary  
 

Saturdays, 4:20 p.m.  
@ St. Joe’s 

  
Sundays 

10:25 a.m.  
@ St. Ambrose 

St. Joseph Church, 11045 St. Joseph Blvd., Mantua, OH 44255     330-274-2253 
 

St. Ambrose Church, 10692 Freedom St., Garrettsville, OH 44231     330-527-4105 

St. Joseph Parish Feast Day  
Saturday, March 19, 5 p.m. Mass 
following by Pot Luck Dinner in Hughes 
Hall. Narthex Sign-Up with how many 
from your family will attend and what 
dish you’d like to bring to share (look 
for various categories). Parish provides 
fried chicken, beverages, and place 
settings. Come join the celebration! 



 

We are invited to participate with our whole being: mind, heart, 
and body. During Holy Week, Christians commemorate the 
Passion of Christ, Who died on Good Friday in reparation for the 
sins of mankind, and rose on Easter Sunday to give new life to all 
who believe. Thus, while Holy Week is solemn and sorrowful,  
it also anticipates the joy of Easter through the recognition of 
God's goodness in sending His Son to die for our salvation. 

 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord ~ We commemorate the triumphal entrance of Christ 
into Jerusalem when palm branches were placed in His path, before His arrest on Holy Thursday 
and His Crucifixion on Good Friday. Masses will be 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 9, at St. Joseph and 
on Sunday, April 10, 9 a.m. at St. Joseph & 11 a.m. at St. Ambrose. 

 
Tuesday, April 12 ~ 8 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph   
10:30 a.m. Chrism Mass @ St. Columba Cathedral 
 
Wednesday, April 13 ~ 8 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose 
7 p.m. Tenebrae:  A Service of Darkness @ St. Ambrose commemorating the sufferings & death of Christ 
 


 

Holy Week Triduum 
These are not three separate liturgical celebrations  

but one which takes three days to celebrate ! 

 
Holy Thursday, April 14 [held at St. Joseph Church only] ~ The Mass of the 
Lord's Supper features the distinctive action of the Washing of the Feet, just as 
the Lord did for his disciples and we do for one another. We also collect the 
Rice Bowls for Catholic Relief Services.  

 

Mass of the Lord's Supper, 7 p.m.  

Private Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 8 to 11 p.m. 

Solemn Night Prayer, 11 p.m. 
 
Good Friday, April 15 [held at St. Joseph Church only] ~ It is the longest, the 
most grim, and the starkest day of the Triduum. On this day, we confront the truth 
that the impassible God suffered, that the ever-living God died. We confront the 
dark fact that He did so for our sins. We also have a collection for the Holy Land.  
 

Church Open for Prayer, 12 to 3 p.m. 

Celebration of the Lord's Passion, 7 p.m. with Liturgy of the Word,  
Adoration of the Cross, Petitions, Scriptures & Communion Service  

 
Holy Saturday, April 16 [Mass at St. Joseph Church only] ~ On this day, the 
Church waits at the Lord's tomb, and meditates on his passion and death, and 
descent to the dead. We initiate & welcome new Catholics. With prayer and fasting 
we await His glorious Easter resurrection. The high point of the liturgical year! 
 

10 a.m. Blessing of Easter Food @ St. Ambrose 

Noon Blessing of Easter Food @ St. Joe’s &  
12:15 p.m. Parish Easter Egg Hunt (ages 2-9) @ St. Joe’s 

8 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass @ St. Joseph 
 

Resurrection of the Lord ~ Easter Sunday, April 17 
9 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph & 11 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose 

 

Alleluia, He Is Risen! 

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast  
Sunday, April 10 ~ 10 a.m. to Noon  

St. Joseph’s Hughes Hall 



 
 
 
 


 

Sun. 9 a.m.  ................... Mass (Church) 
 After Mass ........... Clothing Drive (APR) 
 9:45 to 11 a.m. .... PSR Classes (Hall/Classrooms) 
 10 a.m................... RCIA Session (PC) 
 1:30 p.m. .............. Rite of Election (St. Columba, Y’town) 
Mon. 6 to 7 p.m. ........... Exercise Class (1/2 Hall) 
 7 p.m. ................... Cub Den Mtgs. (Hall/Classrooms) 
 7 p.m. ................... St. Joseph Cares Mtg. (PC) 
 7:30 p.m. .............. Knights of Columbus Mtg. (APR) 
Tues. 8 a.m. .................... Mass (Church) 
 10 to 11 a.m. ....... Bible Study (PC) 
 6 to 9:30 p.m. ...... Scouts BSA Mtgs. (Hall) 
Wed. 7 p.m. ................... Men of St. Joseph Mtg. (Rm. #9) 
 7:30 p.m. .............. K of C 4th Degree Mtg. (Aurora) 
 8 p.m. ................... AA Mtg. (Hall) 
Thur. 8 a.m. .................... Mass (Church)  
 6 to 7 p.m. ........... Exercise Class (1/2 Hall) 
Fri. 3 p.m. ................... Stations of the Cross (Church) 
 6 p.m. ................... Eat, Pray & Give Friday (St. Ambrose) 
Sat.    ~   St. Joseph Cares Collection Weekend  ~ 
 9 a.m. to Noon .... Free Clothing Giveaway (Hall) 
 4:20 p.m. .............. Rosary (Church) 
 5 p.m. ................... Mass (Church) 
 After Mass ........... Polka Mass/Dinner Ticket Sales (Narthex)  
Sun. 9 a.m.  ................... Mass (Church) 
 After Mass ........... Donut Social & Parent Talk (Hall) 
 After Mass ........... Polka Mass/Dinner Ticket Sales (Narthex)  
 9:45 to 11 a.m. .... PSR Classes (Hall/Classroom) 
 10 a.m................... RCIA Session (PC) 
  


 

The Rite of Election of 
Catechumens and the Call to 
Continued Conversion of 
Candidates will be celebrated on 
the First Sunday of Lent, March 
6, at Saint Columba Cathedral at 
1:30 p.m. We extend our loving 
support and prayers to John 
Lesnak and Misty Henderson. 

 

RITE OF ELECTION AND ENROLLMENT OF NAMES 
At this second step, on the basis of the testimony of godparents 
and catechists and the of the catechumens’ reaffirmation of 
their intention, the Church judges their state of readiness and 
decides on their advancement toward the sacraments of 
initiation.  Thus the Church makes its “election,” that is, the 
choice and admission of those catechumens who have the 
dispositions that make them fit to take part, at the next major 
celebration, in the sacraments of initiation. 
 

This step is called election because the acceptance made by the 
Church is founded on the election by God, in whose name the 
Church acts.  The step is also called the enrollment of names 
because as a pledge of fidelity the candidates inscribe their names 
in the book that lists those who have been chosen for initiation. 
 

RITE OF CALLING THE CANDIDATES TO CONTINUING CONVERSION 
This rite may be celebrated with baptized but previously 
uncatechized adults who wish to complete their Christian initiation 
through the sacraments of confirmation and Eucharist or who wish 
to be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church. 

~  For the Week of Mar. 6 - 13  ~ 

EAT, PRAY & GIVE FRIDAYS 
St. Ambrose Church in 
Garre t t sv i l le  w i l l 
host Eat, Pray & Give 
Fridays during Lent. 
Each week at 6 p.m. 
they start with a free, meatless meal in their 
hall. Then, at 7 p.m. they hold Stations of the 
Cross or Divine Mercy Chaplet in the church. 
Donations are appreciated for the charity of 
the week. Questions? Please contact Ron 
Stoner (330-992-9116).  
 

3/11 ----- Divine Mercy Chaplet 
3/18 ----- Stations of the Cross 
3/25 ----- Divine Mercy Chaplet 
4/1 ------- Stations of the Cross 
4/8 ------- Divine Mercy Chaplet 
4/15 ----- Stations of the Cross, 3 p.m.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Stations of the Cross will be held Fridays of 
Lent at 3 p.m. in the church. Please come pray 
and reflect on our Lord's passion and its 
meaning for Catholics.  

LOTTERY RAFFLE FUNDRAISER 
  

Follows Ohio Lottery’s  
3-digit daily evening drawing 

  

Each ticket is $5.00 and is good 
for the entire month. Only 1,000 
tickets will be sold numbered 
#000 - #999 each month. Winning tickets are 
worth $50.00 (payouts mailed weekly).  
  

2/21 - J. Ferrari (#475) 2/25 - No Winner (#824) 

2/22 - No Winner (#114) 2/26 - No Winner (#766) 

2/23 – No Winner (#693) 2/27 - No Winner (#684) 

2/24 – No Winner (#486)  
  

Tickets may ONLY be obtained by contacting 
Deb Kruis (330-221-0272) or Mary Ann Feddor 
(330-842-0505) via text or phone call. Proceeds 
go toward our Parish Paving Project. 

  

Complete info. & list of winners @  
https://stjosephmantua.com/lottery-raffle-fundraiser  

 

MASKS RESTRICTIONS LIFTED 
With the CDC’s newest guidance 
and lower COVID numbers in 
our area, the masking wearing 
requirement at St. Joseph 
Church has been lifted. Those 
with compromised immune systems should 
continue to use precautions. As always if you 
are not feeling well, please stay home. 
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