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100 QUESTIONS 
These are questions about the church and about your parish that you, your parents and/or your sponsor should research together. The sampling below represents the kinds of questions that will be asked.  First read through and note those you know from memory. Some answers can be found in the parish bulletin; some can be found only by asking the right person. (Do not call the rectory.) A Bible and Catechism will be a great help.   These questions go far beyond what most Catholics know, but provide great opportunity for discussion between you, your sponsor and your family. As you grow in faith and friendship, have fun!

1. What is the weekend Mass schedule at your parish?

2. List the religious services (besides Masses) which are held in your parish each week, and the times of each.

3. When are weekday Masses celebrated in your parish?

4. When is the Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrated communally in your parish?  When are there opportunities for the individual celebration of Reconciliation (confession)?

5. What is required in your parish to qualify as a Lector at Mass?

6. What is required in your parish and diocese to qualify as a Eucharistic Minister?

7. What is the name of your diocese? Your bishop?

8. What is a cathedral? What is the name of the cathedral in your diocese?

9. List at least five parish organizations in your parish and the work done by each.

10. What is the mission of the Church? E---------------

11. Name 5 lay persons(non-ordained) who hold leadership positions in your parish and give the position each holds.

12. Write the Our Father & Hail Mary - neatly and with correct spelling.

13. List the Corporal & Spiritual Works of Mercy.

14. Write the Apostles' Creed , Act of Contrition, Morning Offering, Prayer for Dead.

15. Write the Ten Commandments.

16. Write the Eight Beatitudes. (Matthew 5)

17. Write the Precepts of the Church. (laws/commandments)

18. What are the two "great commandments" that contain the whole law of God? (See Mark12:28-31)

19. Describe the Kingdom of God in 3 words.

20. Why did God make you?
21. Who are your patron saints? Tell something about their lives and work.

22. Tell something significant about each of these great Christian leaders:

Francis of Assisi 
Maria Goretti 
Thomas More 
Dorothy Day 
Frances Cabrini

Teresa of Calcutta
John Neumann 
Monica & Augustine
Ambrose

Katharine Drexel
Tarcisius
Damien of Molokai
Thomas Aquinas 
Tom Dooley

Therese of Lisieux
Elizabeth Ann Seton
Fr. Solanus Casey 
John Paul II

Cardinal Joseph    Bernadin
Archbhp. Romero 
Martin de Porres
Karl Rahner

Ferdinand Mahfood
Vincent DePaul

Dominic Savio
John Bosco 
Teresa of Avila

Fulton Sheen 
Edith Stein 
Francisco and Jacinta 
Bsp.John England of Charleston

Padre Pio 
Bl. Andre Bessette
St.Isaac Jogues
Sr.Faustina

23. What is the name of your diocesan newspaper? Name 3 regular features.

24. Name 3 national Catholic newspapers or magazines.

25. Give the name and address of a religious-goods store in your city. What kinds of things might you buy there?

26. What is the average weekly contribution of the adults in your parish? Guess. We’ll discuss.

27. What percentage of the adults who are registered in the parish actually contribute financially? What percent tithe? Guess. We’ll discuss.

28. At what age is a member of your parish expected to begin to contribute to the support of the parish?

29. What is the money collected in your parish church used for? Give a percentage breakdown if you can. Published annually in parish newsletter. Copies will be provided.
30. What are the three theological virtues? What does each mean?

31. What are the four cardinal virtues? What does each mean?

32. Name the 7 Gifts of the Holy Spirit. (Is.11)

33. Name the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. (Gal. 5)

34. What does the word “catholic” mean? What must we as a church do to live up to that word?
35. What are the Stations of the Cross?

36. Can a Catholic receive communion at a non-Catholic service? Can a non-Catholic receive communion at a Catholic Mass?

37. Who can administer the sacrament of Baptism?

38. What conditions must parents fulfill in order to have their child baptized? What are requirements to be a godparent?

39. What is required for the worthy reception of confirmation? What are the effects of Confirmation? What are the essential signs and words of the rite?

40. How is the sacrament of the anointing of the sick celebrated? What preparations should you make in your home for a sick call?

41. When should the Sacrament of the Sick be received?

42. What help does a sick person receive from the Sacrament of the Sick?

43. What is required to receive Holy Communion worthily?

44. How should a person prepare to receive Holy Communion? What should one do after receiving?

45. What is meant by the word “transubstantiation” ?

46. What is required to receive Holy Orders in the Roman Catholic Church today?

47. What special graces and powers does a priest receive through the sacrament of Holy Orders?

48. How is the sacrament of Holy Orders administered? Who receives this sacrament?

49. What vestment is the sign of the ordained priesthood? How do all the baptized share in the universal priesthood of Jesus Christ? What is a deacon? What vestment designates a deacon?

50. What is required to receive the sacrament of Matrimony worthily?

51. Why might a priest refuse the sacrament of matrimony to a couple?

52. Who administers the sacrament of matrimony?

53. What is meant by the “seal of confession” ?

54. Give two common names for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Where is this sacrament referenced in the Bible?

55. Give a step-by-step description of the new rite of reconciliation.

56. What are the responsibilities of a Baptismal sponsor?

57. Who can be a godparent/sponsor at a Catholic Baptism? Can a Catholic be a sponsor at a non-Catholic Baptism?

58. What is a sacrament?

59. Name the Sacraments of Initiation? Why are they called this?

60. Name the Sacraments of Healing.

61. Name the Sacraments of Service/Vocation.

62. What are the two main parts of the Mass? What takes place during each? What should be our posture during the Eucharistic Prayer?

63. Put these parts of the Mass in order:

Prayer over the gifts Epistle(Second Reading) Great Amen

Consecration
 Communion rite
 Gospel

Holy,Holy,Holy
 Our Father
 Lamb of God

Eucharistic Prayer
 Responsorial Psalm 
Entrance Rite

Penitential Rite 
Homily 
Dismissal

64. Write the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.

65. What was the purpose of Vatican Council II? When and where was it held? Who called for it?

66. List the last five popes, the years of their papacy, and one significant fact about each.

67. What is an encyclical? What was “Lumen Christi” about? What pope wrote it and when?

68. What is meant by the College of Bishops? What does the word collegiality mean? What is the magisterium?

69. What is infallibility?

70. When did Jesus establish the teaching authority of the church? (See Matthew 16:18,19.)
71. Describe each of these roles/positions in the church:

Pope
 priest 
religious sister/brother 
cardinal 
bishop 
archbishop

permanent deacon
catechist
 DRE

72. Name the two major divisions of the Bible. List the 46 Books and 27 Books in each.

73. In what three languages were the books of the Bible first written?

74. What is meant by the Septuagint? The Vulgate?

75. Tell when each of these English versions of the Bible was translated, and whether

the translation is accepted by Catholics or Protestants or both.

King James
 Good News
Revised Standard 
Jerusalem

Douay/Rheims 
New American

76. Which English translation of the Bible is used in official Catholic liturgies in the U.S.?

77. What is a covenant? Name the covenants in salvation history?

78. Identify each of these Old Testament characters:

Abraham 
Isaac 
Jacob
 Joseph 
Samuel 
Saul 
David 
Solomon

Sarah 
Rebecca 
Rachel 
Ruth
 Judith 
Esther 
Tobit 
Jonathan

Moses
 Joshua 
Gideon
 Deborah 
Samson 
Aaron
 Miriam

Elijah
 Amos 
Isaiah
Jeremiah 
Ezekiel
 Maccabees

79. Identify each of these New Testament characters:

Simon
 Peter
 Paul 
Nicodemus 
Barnabus
 Mary Magdalen

Luke 
John the Baptist
 John the Beloved 
Stephen

Cornelius 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
Bartimaeus Jairus' daughter

Roman centurion's servant 
The Prodigal Son 
Zacchaeus 
Joseph 
Mary of Nazareth

80. Name the twelve apostles.

81. Name the 4 evangelists and discuss 5 Gospel miracles.

82. Define these biblical terms:

Pentateuch 
Yahweh 
Torah 
Psalm 
Exodus

Sabbath 
Pharisee

83. Name literary forms found in the Bible.

84. What season begins the Church Year? What are some of the special prayers and practices of this season?

85. What feast day marks the end of the Church Year?

86. When is Lent celebrated? What are some special prayers and practices of this season?

87. What is fasting? What is abstinence? What are the rules governing them in your diocese?

88. What feasts begin and end the Easter season?

89. List the holy days of obligation in this country and when each is celebrated.

90. Identify these feasts and tell what each commemorates:

Annunciation
 All Souls' Day 
Ash Wednesday 
Pentecost

Easter Triduum
 Passover 
Hanakkah

91. Where do you find the letters INRI ? What do they stand for? What is the ICHTHYS symbol? What is the Chi Rho symbol?

92. What is the R.C.I.A.?

93. Define:

ecumenism 

grace 

holy viaticum 

rosary 

purgatory monstrance

communion of saints 

paschal mystery

 paschal candle 

miter 

crozier

incense 

Vatican 

chancery 

ministry 

vocation

 evangelization

 chrism

sacramental 
scapular
 Franciscan 
Dominican
 Oblate 
Salesian 
Benedictine

oil of catechumens
 oil of the sick
 miracle
 martyr
 conversion
 tabernacle

94. What do the words Christ(Greek) and Messiah(Hebrew) mean?

95. Who is Jesus Christ? Who is the Holy Spirit?

96.What is the Incarnation?  What is the Trinity?  What is the Redemption?

97. Who is the patron of your parish church? When is the feast day?

98. Of what are we reminded when we bless ourselves with holy water?

99. Does a wedding Mass on Saturday afternoon "count" as a Sunday Mass? Are we obliged to go to Mass when we are on vacation?

100. What color vestments are worn at Mass? For what kind of feast or season is each color worn?

Some websites that will help in locating this information:

St. Joseph Parish  www.stjosephmantua.com
Diocese of Youngstown  www.doy.org
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops www.usccb.org
Catholic Answers  www.catholic.com
New Advent  http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/
Catholic Online   http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/
