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Dear Father Stafford and the Faithful of St. Michael, St. Ambrose, and St. Joseph Parishes, 
 

I write to you today to announce important information about St. Michael Parish in Windham. I 
begin by inviting you to enter into the prayer of Jesus that I chose as my episcopal motto: That All May Be 
One. 

 
For some time, the people of your three parishes have faithfully worked together in various ways, 

sharing a pastor and collaborating as the Church in northern Portage County. As your bishop, it is my 
dream that parishes throughout the Diocese of Youngstown will work together regionally to do what Pope 
Francis has invited us to do: proclaim the Joy of the Gospel with adaptivity and become one in unity and 
mission. I am committed to making sure that our structures match our dreams for mission. We are stronger 
when we are together!    

 
As you know, in 2019 my late predecessor, Bishop George Murry, S.J., promulgated a pastoral 

plan that was the fruit of years of discernment. In your region, the plan recognized that St. Ambrose Parish 
in Garrettsville and St. Joseph Parish in Mantua would continue to exist as parishes who share a pastor, 
with the Holy Mass celebrated at each church. In the case of St. Michael Parish in Windham, the plan 
recognized a need to make new provisions for the spiritual care of St. Michael parishioners. 

 
On October 31st of this year, representatives from St. Michael Parish in Windham gathered to offer 

consultation. On November 2nd, I also consulted with the Diocesan Presbyteral Council, in accord with 
canon 515, paragraph 2, of the Code of Canon Law. After consultation, and having carefully reviewed the 
pastoral statistics and facts, I have accepted the unanimous recommendation of our Presbyteral Council to 
merge St. Michael Parish with St. Ambrose Parish. This merger is effective on December 12, 2021, and 
the decree has been published on the diocesan website.  

 
In his Apostolic Exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel,” Pope Francis defines the parish. He writes, 

“The parish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an environment for hearing God’s word, for 
growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable outreach, worship, and celebration. In 
all its activities the parish encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers.” (#28) 
 

What is noteworthy here is what the Holy Father does not say. He does not say that the Church is a 
building but rather a dynamic and active presence. Presence means people who embrace a mission. For 
too long we as a Church have defined our parishes by buildings. The Holy Father wants us to know that 
the Church is more than bricks and mortar—it is comprised of “living stones,” namely, the People of God 
whose primary task is to proclaim the Joy of the Gospel. 
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I share the dream of the Holy Father along with the prayer, “That all may be one.” When we 

journey together, great things can happen. We can no longer afford to look at our parishes as before. We 
cannot be about self-preservation.  In the spirit of our Holy Father, we need to be open and adaptable.  

 
My dear friends, as your bishop I want to affirm all the ways that you also share this dream, with 

adaptivity and openness. Let us work together to make these dreams become realities in this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard. 

 
 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

                
 
Most Reverend David J. Bonnar 
Bishop of Youngstown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

        


