
 
 

"Dear brothers and sisters, how greatly I desire that all those places where the Church is 

present, especially our parishes and our communities, may become islands of mercy in the midst 

of the sea of indifference!" - Pope Francis 

 

This weekend St. Joseph Parish will be launching a nationwide USCCB initiative called Walking with 

Moms in Need (WWMIN). Our parish will be among the first parishes within the Diocese of 

Youngstown to initiate this program in an effort to learn to “walk in the shoes” of women with 

unexpected pregnancies and/or mothers facing difficult circumstances. This program will be a work 

in progress as we learn to identify the needs of women in these circumstances, identify our local 

resources, and learn about the particular difficulties women in need may face in our local area. 

Together we will learn through this process and figure out ways in which we can help meet these 

needs when possible.  

This effort is not intended to fall upon any particular person, but each of us can and should be educated 

to help do our part. We will learn to be equipped with information we need to help someone God may 

put into our paths. You could help save a life. Our parish can be an island of mercy. 

In the coming weeks we will contemplate different aspects of this initiative, and important resources 

are being created and made available for you to have available for someone that may be in need of 

direction or help in making a life affirming decision. Often it is found that someone facing an 

unexpected pregnancy will not directly contact the pastor, but instead may become known to *you* 

through your family, friend/social group or in your workplace. The same is true for mothers facing 

difficult circumstances. Our parish is already blessed by the generous support of St. Joseph Cares and 

SJC will provide assistance with this initiative as well. 

In the narthex you will find a blue “Walking with Moms in Need” bookshelf with resource materials. 

As we identify (and create new) resources, the materials will be updated. Please take some time to 

look over the information and take materials home with you to have for your reference. 

We are in a post Roe v. Wade world now. Let us “be the church”, love and serve. You carry Jesus with 

you, and indeed can be an “island of mercy” wherever you may be. Please remember these women 

in your prayers.  


