
WHAT IS THE SYNOD 2021-2024 ABOUT?
WHAT IS SYNODALITY?
Synodality denotes the particular style that qualifies the life and mission of the Church, expressing her nature as the People of God journeying together and
gathering in assembly, summoned by the Lord Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel. Synodality ought to be expressed in the Church’s
ordinary way of living and working.

Synodality, in this perspective, is much more than the celebration of ecclesial meetings and Bishops’ assemblies, or a matter of simple internal administration
within the Church; it is the specific modus vivendi et operandi (way of living and working) of the Church, the People of God, which reveals and gives
substance to her being as communion when all her members journey together, gather in assembly and take an active part in her evangelizing mission.

WHAT IS THE AIM OF THIS SYNOD?

This Synod is intended as a Synodal Process. The aim of this synodal
process is not to provide a temporary or one-time experience of
synodality, but rather to provide an opportunity for the entire People of
God to discern together how to move forward on the path towards being a
more synodal Church in the long-term.

A basic question prompts and guides us: How does this journeying
together allow the Church to proclaim the Gospel in accordance with the
mission entrusted to Her; and what steps does the Spirit invite us to take
in order to grow as a synodal Church?

“We recall that the purpose of the Synod is not to
produce documents, but to plant dreams, draw forth

prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire
trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships,
awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another and

create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten
minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands.”

+ THE THEME OF THIS SYNOD +
COMMUNION

The communion we share finds its deepest roots
in the love and unity of the Trinity. Together, we

are inspired by listening to the Word of God,
through the living Tradition of the Church, and
grounded in the sense of faith that we share. We
all have a role to play in discerning and living

out God’s call for his people.

PARTICIPATION
Participation is based on the fact that all the

faithful are qualified and are called to serve one
another through the gifts they have each

received from the Holy Spirit in baptism. In a
synodal Church the whole community is called

together to pray, listen, analyse, dialogue,
discern and offer advice on making pastoral

decisions which correspond as closely as
possible to God’s will.

MISSION
Our mission is to witness to the love of God in

the midst of the whole human family. This
Synodal Process has a deeply missionary

dimension to it. It is intended to enable the
Church to better witness to the Gospel,

especially with those who live on the spiritual,
social, economic, political, geographical, and

existential peripheries of our world.



WHO IS

THE

SYNOD

FOR?

By convoking this Synod, Pope Francis is inviting all the baptized to participate in
this Synodal Process that begins at the diocesan level.

The main subjects of this synodal experience are all the baptized because all the
baptized are the subject of the “sensus fidelium,” i.e., the living voice of the
People of God. At the same time, in order to participate fully in the act of
discerning, it is important for the baptized to hear the voices of other people in their
local context, including people who have left the practice of the faith, people of
other faith traditions, people of no religious belief.

Special care should be taken to involve those persons who may risk being excluded:
women, the handicapped, refugees, migrants, the elderly, people who live in
poverty, Catholics who rarely or never practice their faith, etc.

HOW CAN

I
PARTICIPATE

IN THE

SYNOD?

Everybody can actively participate in the synodal journeying with his/her
prayer. The Synodal Process is first and foremost a spiritual process.
It is not a mechanical data-gathering exercise or a series of meetings and
debates. To help people in praying and sharing their prayers, the
www.prayforthesynod.va website has been implemented.

To be truly ecclesial and effective, the synodal path of listening and
discernment should always seek to be communitarian and touch on the
life of the community in a defined historical and geographical context
according to the logic of an “incarnated” faith: thus, we strongly advise
against sending one’s reflections and/or contributions directly and
exclusively to the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. All
faithful must contact the Contact Person/Team of his/her diocese. People
who live in dioceses that don't yet have synod plans shall address their
requests, reflections or reports to the synodal team of the Episcopal
Conference of reference.

Additional resources for the Synod on Synodality:
The Vatican’s official website -

www.synod.va/en/what-is-the-synod-21-24/about.html#
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Synod website - 

Usccb.org/synod
The Diocese of Youngstown’s Synod website - 

doy.org/synod-summary/

[This insert is the first in a 10-week series on the Synod on Synodality.]


