
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH [2021-2024]: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION [INSERT #4 OF 10]

10 Questions for a Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel journey together:
How is this journey happening in your local church, allowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel? What
steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our journeying together?
a. Recall our experiences: What experience of your local Church does this question call to mind?
b. What joy did they bring? What difficulties and obstacles have they encountered? What wounds did they

reveal? What insights have they elicited?
c. Where in these experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit resound?
d. What is the Spirit asking of us?
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3. Speaking Out – What enables or hinders speaking up courageously, candidly and responsibly in our local
Church and in society? When and how do we manage to say what is important to us? How does the relationship
with the local media work? Who speaks on behalf of the Christian community?

While THE CHURCH’S FUTURE IS ULTIMATELY IN

GOD’S HANDS, this synodal process is reminding us how
it is shaped to a large extent by the love and hope of its
members. Since we believe that God has touched all
aspects of human life, WE EXPECT THE CHURCH TO

EMBRACE ALL THE NEEDS OF HUMANITY. In a very
practical way, the Church needs to listen to the voices
that speak out about the pains of injustice, aimlessness,
and lack of purpose in the Church and in society. The
Church needs to be responsive to the multitude of
human needs, spiritual and material alike.

SYNODAL PARTICIPANTS EXPRESSED A DESIRE FOR

THE CHURCH AND PASTORS TO LISTEN BETTER and
allow space for those voices speaking out with
perspectives on a variety of topics: including
organization and participation in parish ministries,
diocesan pastoral planning, and ministry with those on
the peripheries of the Church. Particular attention must
be given to those voices speaking out from the
peripheries of both Church and society. Synodal
participants also expressed a caution that, in our culture,
people often voice their opinions without listening to the
perspectives of others. AMID THIS CULTURE, THE

CHURCH IS CALLED TO BOTH RESPOND TO THE NEEDS

OF ITS MEMBERS IN A SENSITIVE WAY BY LISTENING

INTENTLY, AND ALSO MOVE SWIFTLY AND SOMETIMES

COURAGEOUSLY TO LEAD THE HUMAN SPIRIT TO BIND

THOSE DIVIDED INTO ONE.

The Church’s listening must always be accompanied
by authentic witness that is sometimes challenging to
members of the Church and the wider culture. THE

CHURCH NEEDS TO SEE ITSELF AS A COMMUNITY THAT

GIVES A CLEAR AND TRANSPARENT WITNESS to a life of
justice, peace, equality, and holiness. When preaching
and practice match, when we not only speak the message
but embody the pain of others, the attractiveness and
power of the Gospel takes hold of people’s lives.

As Church we need to speak out for compassion and
be a compassionate community. We have more
technology to extend and enhance life, yet we tend to
forget that we do not live by the latest technological
advances but by simple mercy, by loving compassion.
WHEN THE CHURCH IS EXPERIENCED AS

COMPASSIONATE, IT BECOMES ATTRACTIVE.

The Church needs to be a truly welcoming
community, a place that people can call home. To do
this, members of the Church who already feel “at home”
sometimes need to temper how they speak out to allow
space for the voices of others who don’t feel welcome in
the community. The Church becomes alive and is
realized in the local community. PEOPLE NEED TO FEEL

AT HOME AND BE HELPED TO RECOGNIZE THE CHURCH

AS THEIR HOME: THAT THEY BELONG HERE.
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4. Celebration – How do prayer and liturgical celebrations actually inspire and guide our common life and
mission in our community? How do they inspire the most important decisions? How do we promote the active
participation of all the faithful in the liturgy? What space is given to participating in the ministries of lector and
acolyte?

Some synodal participants spoke of their
dissatisfaction with liturgical experiences. Some said
that, for too long, WE HAVE ALLOWED OUR FAITH AND

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES TO BECOME UNINSPIRING AND

DRAB. Some spoke of their disappointment that the
liturgical reforms effected by the Second Vatican
Council have been lost over time. These participants
note that the Council stressed that the goal of liturgical
reform is our full, conscious and active participation in
liturgical celebrations. There is need for excellence on
the part of all who minister at the liturgy, and the liturgy
calls for a diversity of ministries. All who celebrate the
liturgy must have in mind to participate together in the
sacred act. Some participants expressed their displeasure
with contemporary expressions of the liturgy, liturgical
activity, and liturgical music (including those who
affirm and those who do not affirm the post-Conciliar
liturgy). While some criticized liturgical customs in their
parish or in other parishes, others BEMOANED THE

LITURGICAL DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH.

Many also reflected on their experiences of good
liturgy as communion, strength, nourishment and
promise: liturgy as prayer that helps them recognize the
presence of Christ, and that fosters a sense of
community. Liturgy makes us a people whose hearts are
attuned to justice and giving witness to the truth. THE

LITURGY IS NOT AN EXTRA SOMETHING NICE TO GIVES

US A GOOD FEELING. It is our life, our very spirit.
Liturgy is the source of our identity. When we allow the
liturgy to shape us, then we find what it is to put on
Christ.

Synodal discussions reminded us that God does not
need liturgy; people do. It is not an option, nor merely an
obligation. WE NEED TO GATHER, LISTEN, GIVE PRAISE

AND THANKS, AND SHARE COMMUNION. OTHERWISE,
WE FORGET WHO WE ARE AND WHOSE WE ARE;
without liturgy, we have neither the strength nor the joy
to be Christ present in today’s world. DURING THE

PANDEMIC, MANY WERE PROFOUNDLY AFFECTED BY

THE LOSS OF THE LITURGY IN SUSTAINING THEM, AND

THERE IS CONCERN THAT MANY CONTINUE TO STILL

BE ABSENT FROM THE LITURGY.

We all recognize how important the homily is. We
want good homilies. The homily is the assembly’s
conversation with the day’s Scripture reading. Good
homilies demand familiarity with the community’s
needs and hopes. HOMILIES MUST BE CHALLENGING

AND ENCOURAGING. They must seek out and listen to
parishioner’s comments.

Concerning the Eucharist, PARTICIPANTS

ENCOURAGED A GREATER DEVOTION TO THE BODY

AND BLOOD OF CHRIST PRESENT ON THE ALTAR, along
with a better understanding of belief in the Real
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and Eucharistic
liturgy. Catholics have hardly begun to make the
Eucharistic prayer the heart of the liturgy. It still appears
to be a monologue by the priest. When we assemble at
Mass, we must learn better how to be thanksgiving
people.

There is a desire to be sent from the Eucharistic table
as a people of mission. There should be nothing narrow,
selfish, or blind in what we have become because of our
celebration. As we leave the doors after liturgy, we will
continue to see sorrow and evil, yet we need to live out
daily and discover why our liturgies must be that of
praise. GOOD LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS, WITH

DEPTH AND BEAUTY, ARE PART OF EMBRACING THE

CALL TO SERVE GOD AND ONE ANOTHER.

Additional resources for the Synod on Synodality:
The Vatican’s official website -

synod.va/en.html
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’

Synod website - USCCB.org/synod
The Diocese of Youngstown’s Synod website - 

doy.org/synod-summary/
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