
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH [2021-2024]: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION [INSERT #5 OF 10]

10 Questions for a Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel journey together:
How is this journey happening in your local church, allowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel? What
steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our journeying together?
a. Recall our experiences: What experience of your local Church does this question call to mind?
b. What joy did they bring? What difficulties and obstacles have they encountered? What wounds did they

reveal? What insights have they elicited?
c. Where in these experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit resound?
d. What is the Spirit asking of us?
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5. Sharing Responsibility for our Common Mission – How is every baptized person called to participate in the
mission of the Church? What hinders the baptized from being active in mission? What area of mission are we
neglecting? How does the community support its members who serve society in various ways? How does the
Church help these members to live out their service to society in a missionary way? How is discernment about
missionary choices made and by whom?

For the most part, we can no longer effectively carry
out the Church’s mission by trying to isolate ourselves
from society, rather there needs to be a growing
awareness that the Holy Spirit’s influence extends to
the entire world. Synodal participants reflected on how
Catholics live mission in ways that often extend beyond
parish structures. For young people, especially, there
needs to be humility about how missionary discipleship
might be lived by generations distrustful of
organizations. For all generations, the sexual abuse and
financial scandals, among other factors, have
diminished energy for Church life.

Still, many participants identified the potential for
parishes to be better incubators for shared missionary
responsibility, e.g. through ministries and small faith
groups. One of the unfortunate challenges for shared
missionary responsibility is the great deal of
polarization that exists within the Church. This has
created a mood of suspicion. There is nothing wrong
with different visions of Catholicism. Such differences
appeared in the New Testament. But today the struggle
is more destructive then constructive.

It was observed that the extremes are often the
noisiest. Those in the middle, the majority, are often the
most quiet. A greater effort must be made to engage
those in the middle and in the process establish a new 

space for dialogue which will make it possible for the
Church to reach those who are alienated or
disillusioned and draw them into missionary
discipleship.

To engage those in the middle, a broad range of
leadership must recommit themselves to the basic truths
of the Catholic faith and foster renewed catechesis that
inspires meaningful missionary discipleship. We must
be accountable to our Catholic tradition and to the
Spirit-filled, living Church that brings to us the
revelation of God in Jesus. Jesus who is present in
sacrament, word and community is central to all we do.
We must focus constantly on him, not ourselves.

Some participants called for a realization that there
is room for considerable diversity among us in the
Church today, and that Pope Francis has observed that
all, and not a select few, are called to live missionary
discipleship in diverse ways. We must not, on the one
hand, define orthodoxy too narrowly or, on the other,
ignore or discard the traditions altogether. Where there
is a breakdown of dialogue, trust, and tolerance, we
must strive to build the unity of the one body of Christ.
If we do not stand for such unity in our search for truth,
the Church’s shared mission and ministries will suffer
and we will be the stumbling blocks. The reign of God
will appear to the extent that others can say: see how
these Christians love one another.
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6. Dialogue in Church and Society – To what extent do diverse peoples in our community come together for
dialogue? What are the places and means of dialogue within our local Church? How do we promote
collaboration with neighboring dioceses or religious communities in the area of lay associations and
movements? How are divergences of vision or conflict and difficulties addressed? What particular issues in the
Church and society do we need to pay more attention to? What experiences of dialogue and collaboration do
we have with believers of other religions and with those who have no religious affiliation? How does the Church
dialogue with and learn from other sectors of society, the spheres of politics, economics, culture, civil society,
and the people who live in poverty?

Many synodal participants expressed a deep desire
for an invitation to be part of meaningful dialogue, and
for the Church to prioritize more dialogue in society.
The Church should not see the world as a danger to flee
from, but as a partner to dialogue with. While many
noted the absence of dialogue opportunities, others
noted dialogue that happen among community action
groups, ecumenically, and even in libraries – and that
the Church has an opportunity to participate in these
dialogue opportunities.

During synodal conversations, it was emphasized
that the Church’s primary mission is to proclaim Jesus
Christ and the Gospel. Prior to the Second Vatican
Council, the Church was rather slow to engage in
dialogue with others. Some remain skeptical of the role
of dialogue on the part of the Church and emphasize the
Church’s preservation and sharing of the Deposit of
Faith. But many have been inspired by the Council’s
emphasis that dialogue is central to the Church’s
mission. This does not take away from the truth which
the Church teaches, but it opens the Church to the
possibility of discovering elements of the truth which
others experience.

The world has something to contribute to the
Church. In our relationship to the world, which has
been touched by Jesus’ saving act and the transfor-
mational power of the Holy Spirit, we are a teaching
Church, and also a learning Church. It was observed
that the Church has much to learn from human
experiences of diversity and sinful realities such as
racism.

Many noted that to be faithful to the Gospel, we
cannot be satisfied with an uncritical acceptance of
whatever the world offers. But neither should we be too
quick to reject or distrust the world. Dialogue is a
means by which people discover one another and
discover the hopes and aspirations of others. The
Church in the world offers wisdom, not technical
solutions. The Church’s doctrine is a formulation as a
result of careful reflection on the complexity of the
human race. As partners in dialogue, the Church’s aim
is to interpret these complex realities, evaluate them in
light of the Gospel, and be a reliable guide for human
behavior.

The task set before us means probing more deeply
into the teaching about the dignity of the human person,
the interdependence of the human family, the value of
human work, the role of the Church in society. Every
member of the Church has a responsibility to participate
in dialogue by looking at both the Church and the world
with a new heart.

This is a time of great challenge and great potential.
The dialogue between the Church and the world at
times becomes distorted because we view them through
negative realities. But we know that Jesus, who is
present among us, is still Lord of the universe. This
assurance gives us hope that overcomes discouragement
and calls us to greater things, even in the midst of
adversity.

Additional resources for the Synod on Synodality:
The Vatican’s official website -

*  synod.va/en.html
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Synod website - 

*  USCCB.org/synod
The Diocese of Youngstown’s Synod website - 

*  doy.org/synod-summary/
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